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COPYRIGHT 

 

‘The Holy Spirit’ gave all the information in this Manual to me and because of that it is not mine to sell, 

therefore it is offered to everyone who is a born-again Believer in the body of Christ without cost. I was 

Born Again through faith by the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, He instructed me personally to make 

disciples of all nations. Everything in this manual is what ‘The Holy Spirit’ has taught me over the years 

while serving my Lord Yeshua. I ask only that you honour and respect His word; David says to God ‘I will 

worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth: for thou hast 

magnified thy word above all thy name’. 1  Think about that, God has lifted His word over His name, if God 

does that it behoves us as His children to respect that word.  

 

You may abbreviate paragraphs, make abstracts of them, and expand on them as you wish for use in your 

Christian ministry. The whole written work may be copied in whole or in part, it may be printed out for 

distribution without any restriction whatsoever, BUT THE INFORMATION MUST NEVER BE SOLD, 

IT IS TO BE USED FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PURPOSES ONLY, AND THOSE WHO SELL 

THESE WORKS WILL HAVE TO FACE JESUS CHRIST ON JUDGEMENT DAY. 

 

The end draws near ever more quickly. In Matthew 10: 5-8, it says ‘these twelve Jesus sent forth, and 

commanded them, saying, go not into the way of the unbelieving Gentiles, and into any city of the 

Samaritans enter ye not:  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  And as ye go, preach, saying, 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and cast out devils: freely 

ye have received, freely give. It is my hope that all who read this manual will be enriched by what they read 

and whatever they learn may help them to spread the Good News of God’s Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Psalm 138 : 2 
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CHRISTIANITY IN A NUT SHELL. 

 

Maybe you think you are being called by God, or maybe you have already said the sinners prayer at 

sometime, but for whatever reason you consider yourself a Christian; now imagine when reading your bible 

you find a verse that says: - 

 

7 I am the Lord your God be you Holy because I am Holy; all my people shall on the last day of the month of 

Nisan wear something blue in their raiment, ’This is The Word of The Lord’.  

 

Are you willing to do that on the last day of the month of Nisan for the rest of your life, because if not you 

are not a Christian nor can you call yourself a Christian, and this paper is not for you.   

 

 

 

<~#~> 

 

 

      When teaching the word of God, I must ensure that I believe on sufficient evidence,  

 

                                         in order to teach others what I believe, with credibility. 

 

If I do not… 

 

When teaching the word of God, If I believe on insufficient evidence, I am in danger of teaching others 

fallacy,  

 

With authority. 

 

A businessman decided to set up a shoe factory; he bought a building, invested in all the right machinery, 

and hired a compliment of fully trained staff to design and make the very best shoes. He set the manager in 

charge and said I will return in one year to see how you have fared. In one year, the owner returns for his 

shoes only to find none. Speaking with the manager, he discovers the whole factory has been incredibly busy 

for the whole of the year, but not made one single shoe. What will that owner do? He fired all the staff and 

closed down the factory. 

 

Now substitute the factory for a local assembly of believers, they have a building, they have the equipment 

and the have a compliment of believers, what will happen when the owner comes for His disciples and finds 

none? 

Now ask yourself how many discipleship factories have closed down in the last ten years? 

 

<~#~> 

I am no different to any one of Yeshua’s disciples just a sinner saved by Faith through the grace of Yeshua 

Ha Mashiach so if you have a question, or think I have made a mistake please let me know. 

 

Bryen Gaskell 

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship, 

43, Fishers Close 

Little Billing. 

Weston Favell. 

NN3 9SR 

(44) 1604:415791 
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PUBLISHER 

 

                    This book is a special one off, written and published to answer a specific question. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 
THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CROSS                          

 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God, which introduced both death and sin into the world; this resulted in a change 

in Adam and Eve giving them a sinful nature. This sinful nature created with it a constant desire to disobey 

first God, thereafter anyone in a position of authority. Through a series of wrong marriages and 

inappropriate relationships, violence spread throughout the whole world, although God was not caught off 

guard as He had already decided what He was going to do. God knew that mankind was now on a path to 

self-destruction. If you imagine you are on a journey and as you set off for your destination, then somehow 

you move off your path by one metre and continue in that direction; while that does not seem a lot, the 

farther you travel the farther off your path you go. Ultimately, you will finish up somewhere else, never 

reaching your intended destination. Remember the Bible teaches us that there are two roads, one broad and 

easy to walk on, sort of going with the flow and doing that which is right in their own eyes, many people 

find this road; the other road is narrow or straightened, difficult to walk along and there are only a few who 

find this road. Truth and lies are like these two roads, they are opposites going in opposite directions; you the 

reader have to choose on which road you want to travel and the Bible is your road map. If you get it wrong 

even by a little right at the beginning, you will never find the right destination. That is why understanding 

the cross is so important. 

 

God had decided He would show the whole world just what His judgement looked like, where everyone who 

was guilty of disobedience died; God did this by flooding the entire earth, and destroying almost every living 

person and animal. God saved Noah, his family, and some of the animals; as God considered Noah a 

righteous man, He continued His colonisation through him. However, one of Noah’s sons had been listening 

to Nachash, his Godly seed became contaminated and he did not act like a Godly father, instead, he 

established an attitude of sin in their home causing his son to commit an abomination against his grandfather 

Noah. With the combined sin nature of man, and the constant haranguing of Nachash, sin spread everywhere 

once again.  God eventually cuts a Blood Covenant with a man called Abram and his wife Sarai; this 

covenant forms the basis of all God’s future dealings with man.    

 

From the seed of Abram comes the twelve tribes of Israel; due to the flood the weather patterns across the 

whole world had changed, even the summer temperatures would be quite cold and there would be many 

earthquakes as the earth would still be subject to all manner of geological disruptions from the flood.  This 

often led to wide spread famines, which created a nomadic type people; it was such a famine that drove 

Jacob and his sons to emigrate to Egypt for a while. From these twelve tribes God chose Moses, and put him 

through eighty years of rigorous training in preparation for leading His people Israel out of Egypt. Down 

through all the years the people had ignored God, disobeyed His commands, and taken up idolatry; Abram 

and his nephew Lot argued and separated; even Moses murdered an Egyptian. But, the time was coming 

when God would begin to teach and train His people to be a Holy people; God would do this through a series 

of special festivals because people learn better, when they are having a good time. These festivals would 

teach Israel all about the blood covenant and sacrifices for sin, guilt, trespass, peace, and the giving of gifts; 

yet, even in the middle of this training Israel were disobedient so that every disobedient person that came out 

of Egypt died in the wilderness.   

 

Hebrews 10:1-5  

1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with 

those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 2 For then 

would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the worshippers once purged should have had no 

more conscience of sins. 3. But in those sacrifices, there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 4 

For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 5 Wherefore when he cometh 

into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 
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Hebrews 10:9-12  

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first that he may establish the second. 

10 By which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every 

priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins: 12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sin for ever, sat down on the right hand of God. 

 

God taught His people for two-thousand years about the blood covenant and sacrifice; while at the same time 

telling Israel He hated the sacrifice of these animals and preferred a broken and a contrite heart. 2 All this 

was to show Israel that the innocent must die for the guilty. These sacrifices were mere shadows of the real 

thing, but they were not capable of permanently removing sin, which is why they were offered year by year; 

if they had removed the sin, they would never need to be offered again. The blood of the sacrificed animals 

only covered Israel’s sin, it did not remove that sin, the sacrifice also acted as a remembrance of their sin; for 

their sin to be removed someone who was free of sin, someone from their own people, must be willing to die 

not just for them, but the whole world. However, here is the rub that person must be perfect in every way, 

live according to their law, and be without spot or blemish; his birth must establish his ethnicity, he must be 

an Israelite the same as God’s called out people and finally he must be of their faith. Then, to make the 

situation worse whomever this person is he must be willing to die for the sin of the world; he must die in a 

horrible fashion to show he has died for the sin of the world, finally he must rise from the dead and mediate 

the terms of God’s covenant. This person must also train a small group of men, making them his disciples; 

they in their turn must go out into the world and make disciples who will continue to make disciples. To 

ensure they fully understand how all this is achieved a full and complete set training instruction will be 

written out for them; (The Bible), further, these instructions will identify that this man who is willing to die 

has been involved with these people from the beginning of time because he was God with them. 3 The only 

one ever who was able to do all that, fulfilling all those impossible situations was Jesus Christ, the Son of the 

living God. 

 

John 3:16-18  

16. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 

that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that 

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 

God. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:17-19  

17 For Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of 

Christ should be made of none effect. 18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 

but unto us, which are saved, it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 

 

Now read this carefully, to all those who are sinners, those who refuse to believe that Jesus Christ died on 

the cross to remove the sin of the whole world, all of them are condemned already. God has shown us 

previously that He is willing to destroy all sinners, through the flood; the next time it will be by fire, you see 

water does not kill seed but fire does. It you get the Cross of Jesus Christ wrong at the start you will lose 

your way and never get to your intended destination. However, if you will confess with your mouth that you 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and shall believe in Him with all your heart and that God has raised him 

from the dead you will be saved. For it is with the heart that we believe unto righteousness; and with the 

mouth we confess our faith in Jesus Christ confirming our salvation. To all people who do not believe the 

fact that cross and all it means will save them from Hell, to them the Cross-is absolute foolishness. 

                                                 
2 Psalm 51: 15-17 
3 Isaiah 7:13-14 + Matthew 1:18- 23 
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Nevertheless, that is what God has ordained, which is why to those of us who have already been saved the 

cross is the power of God at work in our life. In James 3:13–18, James speaks about wisdom that is in this 

world. There are only two types of wisdom: the wisdom from below that is from the Nachash, or as we say, 

the devil, and the wisdom from above, which is from the Holy Spirit. James asks, “Who is wise and 

understanding among you?” (3:13). Are wise people those who are successful in this world, those who 

graduate from universities? No. Most of those who are wise in this world are fools because they are 

unbelievers and they reject Jesus Christ. Ask such people one question: Will you surrender yourself to 

Christ? Anyone who will not confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior is a fool, as the Bible itself 

declares. None of the rulers when Jesus was alive understood Him, Paul says, it was because they did not 

understand Him that they crucified the Lord of glory. 4 That is no different in today’s world, today all who 

are unbelievers are crucifying Jesus Christ all over again because they themselves have not surrendered to 

Jesus Christ, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, which is why Paul writes:- Where is the 

wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Has not God made foolish, the wisdom of 

this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by its wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 

foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after 

wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

but unto them, which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of God.5 

 The real problem is there are many within the Ekklesia who just play at being Christians when they are not, 

such as these are just christianoids. They do not believe the bible completely they pick and choose what they 

want to believe which is the same as not believing at all, those who ignore the cross are in danger of death.   

 

This paper is all about Holiness, God is Holy and He calls for those who follow Him to be Holy; the only 

way we will be accepted as one of His disciples is to live a Holy life, come into His courts with 

Thanksgiving, and to have clean hands and a pure heart. That is the root message of all that is written here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 1 Corinthians 2:8 
5 1 Corinthians 1: 20-24 



 12 

CHAPTER TWO 

 
SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOD 

 

John 3:14-22  

14. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15. That 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be 

saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 

because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19. And this is the condemnation, 

that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in 

God. 22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with 

them, and baptised. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:35-38  

35 To me belongeth vengeance and recompense; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their 

calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste. 36 For the Lord shall judge his 

people, and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut 

up, or left. 37 And he shall say, where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, 38 Which did eat the 

fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up and help you, and be 

your protection. 

 

Amos 9:1-3  

1 I saw the Lord standing upon the altar: and he said, Smite the lintel of the door that the posts may shake, 

and cut them in the head, all of them. And I will slay the last of them with the sword; he that fleeth of them 

shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of them shall not be delivered. 2 Though they dig into hell, thence 

shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down. 3 And though 

they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be hid 

from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the serpent, and he shall bite them: 

 

There is something we must understand right from the start; unbelievers are as prevalent in the body of 

Christ as they are outside the Ekklesia. We, the body of Christ have compromised our stand on the truth of 

God’s word to the point where we will not speak out about anything. Satan has infiltrated into almost every 

place of Christian worship in this country and around the world, convincing them to teach half-truths and 

half lies and a watered down Gospel; many do and those that do have sold out to Nachash / Satan. In John 

chapter 3 Jesus is talking to Nicodemus and explaining that soon, He will die on the cross for the sin of all 

mankind. Just as Jesus warns Nicodemus before He goes to the cross, so to He warns us Himself, telling us 

we must take notice of the cross. Jesus puts before each and everyone two choices, 1) believe in Him and 

have everlasting life: 2) refuse to believe in Him and go to Hell, which is what Jesus means in John 3:18 

when He says you are condemned already. This is so important we really must take notice, unless and until 

we make a positive decision to seek God and ask Him to forgive our sin our destination has already been 

signed and sealed, we are going to Hell. Jesus goes on to say, seemingly, everyone prefers a sinful way of 

life and are unwilling to give it up. However, Scripture warns us that as a sinner, we are in God’s hands and 

God is angry with the wicked every day. 6 In fact, Psalm 7 actually says that God is enraged at the wicked 

every day.  This is why God says he will exact vengeance, what all unbelievers fail to take note of is they are 

sinners and they are in the hands of an angry God, and He has already determined a time and a place when 

their foot will slip.  

 

                                                 
6 Psalm 7:11This 
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Like it or not, and as unbelievable as it sounds, every unbeliever is hastening towards that place and that 

time. What is worse according to Amos there is absolutely nowhere to hide.  Let me illustrate: -  

 

A woman who works for the IRS in Utah USA has the job of communicating with delinquent taxpayers. On 

one occasion, she called Anchorage, Alaska from Utah and was patched through to a ham operator in the 

Aleutian Islands. Two hours later the ham operator raised the taxpayer’s home base and from there reached 

him at sea with his fishing fleet. After the woman identified herself as being with the IRS in Utah, there was 

a long pause. Then over the static from somewhere in, the North Pacific came: “Ha! Ha! Ha! Come and get 

me!” They did. 7 

 

Like that tax-dodger, many people think that judgment will never happen. Some may be able to dodge the 

IRS, but I tell you this no one can dodge God’s day of reckoning. People look around and see the wicked 

literally getting away with murder. To the righteous, the unrighteous often seem to fare pretty well in this 

life. It is because of this that people mistakenly conclude that judgment will never happen. They mistake 

God’s patience and grace in delaying the Day of Judgement to mean that it will never take place and that 

they can sin without consequence.  

 

Psalm 11:5 puts it bluntly: God hates wicked people. “The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the 

wicked and the one who loves violence”. 8 God hates wicked people from his soul, from the very depth of 

his being. God hates their ways Proverbs 15:9, their thoughts Proverbs 15:26, their worship Proverbs 15:8, 

their behaviour, life style and actions Proverbs 6:18 and their evil deeds Psalm 5:5. He singles out as a 

special object of his hatred the blasphemous deeds of the Nicolaitians, those who seduced God’s people with 

idolatry and sexual immorality. God says “Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I 

also hate” Revelation 2:6. Clearly, God hates the thoughts, deeds, and desires of evil people. Further, in 

some way he hates the evil people themselves. His soul reacts to them with righteous revulsion as his arm 

extends toward them in holy fury. Who are the wicked, the wicked are all those who reject God, and refuse 

to believe in Him, they are all wicked, “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” Romans 

3:23. This idea that God loves the sinner but hates the sin and that God’s love is unconditional is fallacy and 

one of Satan’s biggest lies.  If you believe that lie you need to remember the familiar story of the flood, it 

was very real and we need to learn from that incident because it was given to warn us: Let me just share 

three things about the flood. 

 

(1) The flood was historical. It happened.  (2) The flood was universal covering the whole world.  

(3) The flood came suddenly, but not without warning.  

 

 God had been warning that evil world for almost 1,000 years; Enoch preached against the ungodliness of his 

day and He named his son Methuselah, which means, when he is dead, it will come. What will come? God’s 

judgement is what will come and it did in the manner of the flood.  As a testimony of God’s grace and 

patience, Methuselah lived 969 years, longer than any other human being. Finally in the year he died so did 

everyone else because the flood came. Nevertheless, God’s warnings were ignored. Noah’s ark was finally 

finished after 120 years; it was finished in the year Methuselah died. People watched as this man Noah and 

his family worked for a hundred years building the ark; they watched as the animals migrated toward the ark, 

two by two, and seven by seven. You can almost hear the people laughing and mocking, hey, everyone, look 

Noah is actually going into that thing. Remember, as yet there had not even been a drop of rain; the ark sat 

there on dry ground. The day of the flood dawned just as every other day had. Then,- as all the people 

watched, Noah followed the last animal into the ark;  all the animals were now safe inside the ark as well as 

Noah and his family, and the door of the ark slowly begins to close of its own volition from the outside as 

God supernaturally closes and seals the door of the ark.  

 

 

                                                 
7 Reader’s Digest 10/82 
8 Psalm 11:5 
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Just imagine, all those watching in what was happening; it seemed like a supernatural silence falls across 

everyone watching. Then it happened, the rain began fall rain slowly at first followed by rain the like of 

which they had never seen nor did they have any understanding of. (Even today, we cannot comprehend the 

kind of rain that fell). The earth shook and quaked as the deep split wide open with an enormous crack, as it 

opened and vast amounts of water gushed outwards and upwards. Judgment came suddenly, but not without 

warning and although the rain fell for 40 days and nights the rain was so severe that in the space of 24 hours 

every living thing would be dead. Imagine the rain, it was more than a heavy rainstorm, it was as if an 

Olympic size swimming pool of water dropped over every square foot of dry ground. Why is all this 

important? It’s important because the flood is the one great historical example of God’s future judgment for 

the whole earth, God’s future judgment will be historical, universal, and will come suddenly, but not without 

warning. God’s Judgement will be a historical event: God “has fixed a day in which He will judge this world 

in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him 

from the dead”. 9 

 

It will be universal: He will judge “the world” every person who has ever lived. Only those who have been 

broken before God and taken refuge in Jesus Christ will be spared. All who refuse to believe in Jesus Christ, 

especially those in the household of God, because that is where God’s judgement will begin, even the dead 

will appear before the Great White Throne of Judgement; those whose names are not written into the book of 

life will be consigned to the lake of fire. 10 

 

It will be sudden, but not without warning. There is the warning of the Scriptures; many who do not read the 

Bible know the story of the flood, it is in the History and Mythology of every country in the world, and end 

times is the subject of many of today’s movies, everyone knows the end is coming all of which serves as a 

warning to them. Over and over, Jesus and others in the Bible warn of the certainty of the coming judgment.  

Why do you think that right after America’s 9/11 incident all the churches were filled for the next three 

weeks; but the end was not yet so they emptied again. There is only one means of escape provided by God, 

and just as there was only one ark and one door in the ark; there is only one faith and one Jesus Christ and 

we must have faith in him because He is the only door. 11  Now ask yourselves, have You Boarded the ark 

yet? 

 

This world is the only Heaven an unbeliever will ever see and the only Hell a believer will experience. There 

is nothing that keeps the unsaved at any one moment from going to Hell, but the grace of GOD. There is no 

Security in this world for those within the body of Christ that are make-believe Christians, they are worse 

than unbelievers. There is no Security in this world for the unsaved not for one moment; what is worse is, for 

all those who are healthy there is no visible evidence of their imminent Death, yet it could be close at Hand. 

Those who have a fatal condition need to take notice God is speaking to you like never before, seek Jesus 

now. It may be a rock fall, an earthquake, tsunami, train crash, a car accident, or any of a hundred things 

God can use to remove you from this world. If God set his heart upon man, and He gather him unto himself 

his spirit and his breath; all flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust. If you understand 

what I am saying, then hear this: hearken to the voice of my words in this teaching. 

    

There is no Security for the unsaved no matter what state of Health they are in; even if they do not see any 

way that they might suddenly leave this World. Just because there is no visible Danger with respect of their 

current circumstances, it does not mean it will not happen. The fact that all seems well is the time when the 

unsaved are the most vulnerable, for there is no indication that at every moment of every day they stand on 

the brink of Hell itself; their next step may well be into another World. There are more unseen and 

unthought-of ways and means for the unsaved to be suddenly taken out of this World than man can conceive.  

It is as if the unsaved are walking over the very Pit of Hell itself and walking on a rotted covering; there are 

innumerable Places in this covering where it is so weak that it will not bear their weight.  

                                                 
9 Acts 17:31 
10 Rev. 20:11-15 
11 John 10:7 



 15 

No one, the saved or the unsaved can see or know where these places are. The difference is the Lord directs 

the steps of everyone believer and unbeliever alike; however, He guides His people along the narrow path of 

Righteousness, but the unsaved the path they walk is wide and easy to follow. God’s Arrows of Death fly 

unseen at Noonday; the sharpest Sight cannot discern them, God has so many different unsearchable Ways 

of removing the unsaved out of this World and sending them to the place of their choice, Hell.  

 

Because of all the different means that there are for the unsaved to be removed out of the World, it would 

make more sense to ensure YOU have a safe future. Just as God’s final Judgement comes suddenly, the 

individual judgement of many will come equally as suddenly, choose you this day who you will serve, if you 

want to live you and your family need to say, as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20  

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

Jesus left the Ekklesia one instruction, He did not say care for the poor, He did not say start a church ball 

game team, nor He did not say include entertainment in worship service. What He said was ‘Go and teach 

people from all nations until they understand enough to be baptised; then continue their discipleship 

education by teaching them all things, and to holdfast to their salvation. Notice verse 20, teaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 

the world. Amen. That word commanded means, to order, to command, something that must be done, to 

enjoin; in other words we who are saved must make disciples and disciple means pupil.  There has to be a 

time of Christian education, it is just that we call it discipleship education; but you know what most of the 

Ekklesia no longer do it, even though Jesus gave us personal examples of opening blind eyes.  

 

As we said in chapter one, right at the beginning, our sinful nature created with it a constant desire to 

disobey first God thereafter anyone in a position of authority; the result today is very few listen to the last 

command of Jesus to make disciples, even though the Bible is replete with such examples. This is what the 

next chapter is about. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

THE ALTAR OF CONFRONTATION 

Genesis 12:1-5  

1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 

father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee. 2. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 

thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. 3. And I will bless them that bless thee, and 

curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 4. So Abram departed, as 

the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he 

departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance 

that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land 

of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

 

God the Father had gone to a lot of trouble to place Noah, Shem, Eber, and Abram in the time and place He 

wanted them; likewise, God instituted the Hebrews as a people who had passed over from a life of paganism 

to a holy life. If then God has gone to all this trouble to put Abram the Hebrew in place; his walk with God 

must be something special; there are things God wants to teach us, something God wants us to know.  From 

the time, God called Abram into service until the time he takes the bread and wine Abram’s journey is the 

walk of every disciple of Yeshua from the time they make a commitment and the time they are qualified for 

their ministry. 

 

On his journey with God Abram will build what appears to be five altars, yet the only altar he sacrifices on is 

his last altar; these altars are to teach Abram and all God’s people about discipleship, and fellowship. The 

purpose of this walk is for the perfecting of all those willing to give their life to Jesus Christ the Messiah / 

Yeshua Ha-Mashiach.12 I said appears to build four altars because the first four altars are really three altars, 

Abram returns to one of the altars a second time symbolising the second coming of Jesus. The fifth, (or 

fourth),  and last altar is different to all the others it is after God has cut the covenant with all mankind and 

changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah. Although God places many signs of the 

resurrection in scripture, this last altar is like a dress rehearsal of the crucifixion. 

 

Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him; Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed out of 

Charan.  As can be seen from verse one, God had been speaking to Abram for some time, he told him to 

leave his country, his relatives and his father’s house, in fact everything connected to his nativity. Charan, 

which was full of pagan worship, is a mountainous area dry and parched; no matter what kind of life 

unbelievers live their past life is symbolised by this dry and parched land, because it is a life without God. 

Once an unbeliever comes to know the Lord, they realise why their life was the way it was. There were 

times when things happened that seemingly no one could understand, perhaps the experiences were at school 

or work, as an unbeliever maybe you doubted if God was real; maybe there was a time when you were 

miraculously saved from a serious situation and you momentarily wondered then if it was the hand of God.  

Whatever all these strange and / or peculiar happenings were good or bad none of them could be explained. 

Many times, you felt like there were invisible forces at work seeking to either save you or destroy you; 

somehow, you could just never quite put your finger on it, in fact, all this only made sense after you were 

saved. I speak from my own experience.  Abram’s journey had started and he and his small band set off 

crossing the river Euphrates and on to Shĕkem, Shĕkem is the Hebrew word for shoulder; though not 

necessarily a physical shoulder, it implies the idea of carrying a heavy burden. Shĕkem is near the city of 

Nablus today.  At Shĕkem Abram dwells under an oak tree in an area called, “the oaks of Moreh.” Moreh is 

the Modern Hebrew word for “teacher,” but in ancient Hebrew, it meant “knowledge,” particularly 

knowledge of God, here Abram builds an altar.  

 

                                                 
12 Ephesians 4:11-16 
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Abram pitches his tent under an oak tree, one of the oaks of Moreh. 13  “Oak” is a very hard wood, and it is a 

wood that possesses great strength. Whenever you see someone dwelling under a tree in the Bible, it is a 

type of something and it always carries a meaning in Jewish Midrash. Before King Saul was killed, he was 

under the Tamarisk tree. 14  When Elijah was in a state of despondency he was under the juniper tree; 15  here 

Abraham is under the oak of Moreh, meaning Abram is in a place of strength due to the knowledge and 

teaching of God. Shĕkem is where one lays down one’s burden and comes to the first knowledge of God; the 

whole scenario is representative of hearing and accepting the truth of the Gospel. If God were going to build 

a powerful Nation that Nation would need, Faith, Land, Ethnicity, and a Nationality; Abram has believed 

God and set off for that land.  

 

Here scripture records an amazing phenomenon, it is known as a Christophany, it means a literal appearance 

of Jesus even though this is Old Testament times; in Genesis 12:7 scripture says the Lord appeared to 

Abram, that word appear in Hebrew is ra’ah and it means made a visible appearance. As impossible as that 

sounds that is what scripture tells us, there are many other places where this occurs; this one with Abram is 

not unique. Jesus tells Abram that He will give all this land to Abram’s descendants, and Abram builds an 

altar. Abram makes no sacrifice on this altar because it is a prophetic sign of Abram’s seed that will be the 

believers of the future; they will be a Holy Priesthood and as living stones, this Holy Priesthood will offer 

spiritual sacrifices. 16  Abram builds an altar yes, but that is all Abram does, he does not offer any sacrifice 

even though Jesus present with him; by building an altar Abram lays the foundations of his faith. These 

stones symbolise living stones indicating that God will make His dwelling place in each believer of the 

future because they will be the Temple of the Living God,17 and not a physical building. 

 

Genesis 12:6-7  

6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite 

was then in the land. 7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, unto thy seed will I give this land: and 

there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 

 

The Hebrew word for altar is mizbeach, which comes from the root word zabach, meaning, to slaughter for 

sacrifice, to kill or put something to death; because of this fact whenever we hear about an altar we always 

think of a sacrifice. What we should think of is Qorban,18 in Leviticus 1:2 the word Qorban is translated as 

offering.  In ancient times before the first Temple, a major component of Jewish rituals was the Qorban; the 

word Qorban is usually translated as sacrifice or offerings. However, while both of these terms are right, 

both suggest a loss of something or a giving up of something and that is certainly a part of the ritual; though 

it is not the literal or more important meaning of Qorban. The word Qorban comes from the root word 

Qarab, 19  which means: - to come near, to approach, enter into, draw near, to be brought near, bring near 

to, and present, this is the primary purpose of any offering. The offering is to allow us to draw us near to 

God. Jesus is teaching Abram at this time two important things, neither of which are about sacrifice; the first 

thing Jesus is teaching Abram is obedience to His word, because obedience is the way of way of life God 

requires from all believers, and God says in His word obedience is greater than sacrifice.20   Later God 

Himself will say to one of His prophets ‘To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to ME than 

sacrifice’. 21  The second thing Jesus will teach Abram is all about Confrontation, Revelation, 

Acknowledgement, and Confession, C-R-A-C for short.  

 

 

                                                 
13 Genesis 35:4 
14 1 Samuel 22: 6 
15 1 Kings 19:4 
16 1 Peter 2:5 
17 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
18 Leviticus 1:2 
19 Strong’s # H7133 
20 1 Samuel 15:22 
21 Proverbs 23:3 
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Matthew 16:13-17  

13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, who do men say 

that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 

Jeremias, or one of the prophets.15 He saith unto them, but who say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter 

answered and said ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto 

him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father, 

which is in heaven. 

 

This person who has appeared to Abram has just told him He is The Almighty God; we need to think about 

that, how would you react to someone who said they were God?  Then this man Jesus goes on to tell Abram 

what his ancestors Shem, and Eber had said about Himself. To understand what happens with Abram we 

need to see someone else in that very same position hundreds of years later when Jesus had become the 

living word and dwelt among men.  When you read this next part read it carefully, because what is shared 

here is the exact experience every believer goes through; they might not all realise it because they have 

never been taught how to recognise it. However, anyone who prays for forgiveness and does not receive an 

answer from God the Father is not in touch with Him, nor can they claim to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus had just arrived in Caesarea Philippi and taking His disciples away from the noise and attention of the 

Jewish crowds; Jesus says to them, you have been out among the people who do they say I am?  The 

disciples answer, some people think you are John the Baptist, returned from the dead; others think you are 

Elijah or one of the prophets.  This is exactly what it is like today people would rather Jesus Christ was 

someone else in fact anyone else but who He really is; even within the Ekklesia, many just believe that Jesus 

was either a good man or a prophet. 

                                                                                                                                       FIGURE 1 

Then, Jesus looks directly and purposefully at His disciples and 

says what about you then; who do you say I am? It is at this 

point something miraculous happens; something no one 

anticipated, not in their wildest dreams could they even think 

such a thing would or could happen. In John 17 Jesus is praying 

for His disciples and in this prayer He says twice, in verses 6 & 

26, that He has made known to the disciples the name of God. 

That is an odd thing to pray because they are all Hebrew by 

ethnicity, Israel by nationality, and Jewish by faith; they would 

all know the names of God. Names like Elohiym, Adoni, El 

Shaddai, YHWH Yireh, YHWH Rophe, and the many other 

scriptural names of God; what name did Jesus reveal to them 

that they were not familiar with or think of using? Only one 

name, Father, Jesus never used any other name with his 

disciples when referring to God, He even used the name Father 

in the pattern for prayer, teaching them to address God as their 

Heavenly Father.    
                                                                                                        https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/5-jesuss-journeys- 
                                                                                                                                                                                         beyond-galilee/who-is-jesus/ 

 

Watch very carefully, what happens and as you read remember what we just said about c-r-a-c.  In verse 15, 

Jesus Confronts his disciples, this is the ‘C’ in crac and even today, Jesus confronts every new believer in 

just the same way and asks them the same question, ‘who do you think I am’. Every believer has to answer 

this question, because their answer will determine their acceptance or rejection by God the Father. Second, 

verse 16, Peter suddenly says YOU ARE THE CHRIST (MESSIAH) SON OF THE LIVING GOD. Why 

did Peter suddenly say that, what had just happened, and where did Peter get that knowledge from? This is 

the ‘R’ in crac, it means Revelation, and Peter has a sudden revelation that tells him who Jesus is. 

 

https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/5-jesuss-journeys-
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In verse 17, Jesus tells Peter his revelation comes from God the Father, in the same way that Peter receives 

this revelation from God the Father so does every believer; when they are sincere about making their 

confession to God Himself.  Jesus goes on to say to Peter, ‘blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah’, that word 

blessed in Greek is Makarios, and it is a direct translation from the Hebrew word esher. It means to be 

Saved, the Lord is your shield, the Lord is your sword of excellence, it means you now walk the straight and 

narrow road with the Lord as your protector, and only as you walk this road will you progress. In short, 

Jesus confirms Peter’s Salvation, why, because Peter Confessed with his mouth what God the Father had 

placed in his heart. 22 Before Peter could actually say anything he had to come to terms with what just 

happened; Peter had to acknowledge whom it was that just spoke to him and gave this revelation. This 

Acknowledgement is the ‘A’ in crack. Peter’s colleagues, the other disciples had said nothing, Jesus was in 

front of Peter; and Peter was watching Him intently and He had said nothing. Was it, could it have been, 

God the Father who said that; just as Peter comes to the conclusion that God spoke to him, he says YOU 

ARE THE CHRIST SON OF THE LIVING GOD; and that is the last ‘C’ in crac it stands for Confession, a 

confession of faith. Jesus confirms for Peter the decision he had reached by saying; flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in Heaven He spoke to your heart.    

 
                                                                                                                                                                                    FIGURE 2 
                                                                                                                                                               \Pictures\Galilee-at-the-time-of-Jesus-1.jpg 

 

At the time of Jesus Galilee had a unique power 

structure. On the one hand there were the Jews, 

ranging from the very religious and orthodox to 

those who had accepted the Hellenised Greek 

culture and the Roman way of doing things. 

Everyone else was known as Hellenists, or as 

some would say, Gentiles. By the time of Jesus, 

Judea was a cultural crossroads with people from 

all around the Roman Empire. The region of 

Gaulanitis spread north and east from the 

northeast corner of the Sea of Galilee, and was 

governed by Herod Antipas’s half-brother, Herod 

Philip. Gaulantitis included towns such as 

Bethsaida and Caesarea Philippi and it there was a 

serious mix of Jewish and Greek Hellenistic 

culture. 

 

After leaving Nazareth, Jesus arrived at 

Capernaum on the shore of the Sea of Galilee; He 

did not go to Jerusalem as some might expect. 

Jesus, just kind of arrived without any announcement or fanfare; Jesus set-up shop as it were on the Sea of 

Galilee and began to teach. Jesus began teaching in the local synagogue in Capernaum, though He held no 

official position, He had not trained in any of the two major Rabinic teaching institutions in Jerusalem as a 

religious teacher. However, because of his special insights into scripture the local townspeople quickly gave 

Jesus the title of Rabbi, or teacher. The town of Capernaum became His home base for His teaching and His 

travels; Jesus did not restrict his teaching to the synagogue like other Rabbis, His was an itinerant ministry, 

even to the point of visiting homes.   

 

Do you know what the word Logic means, of course you do, well you thought you did until I asked you:- 

Logic is the strict systematic use of the principles of proof to establish the validity and truth of some 

statement or action.  

                                                 
22 Romans 10:9-10 
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OK, what does that have to do with discipleship? Well, take that brief background of Jesus and imagine what 

it would be like if you met a man from Brownsville New York, and he was called Jesus, also this Jesus was a 

cobbler, (shoe repairer), and then one day he claims to be the son of God. Would you believe him? You see 

this was more or less the situation when Jesus first appeared on the scene. This is why I asked you if you 

knew what the word logic means; logically, if this man who claimed to be the Son of God asked you who do 

you think I am, there is only one of three answers you could give. 1). This man is a liar.  2). This man is 

mentally deranged lunatic.  3). This man is who he says he is.   Logic says someone is right, and everyone 

else is wrong, or everyone is wrong, since it is not possible for everyone to be right, because everyone makes 

contradictory truth statements. Let us look at each one, was Jesus a liar; if he was a liar then he would be out 

to deceive everyone. However, would a liar take the kind of punishment Jesus took, thrashed by canes, 

whipped with a cat-o-ninetails, and then nailed to a cross? No liar would go through all that for something he 

did not believe.  Was Jesus a mentally deranged lunatic, if he was he would be on a level with someone who 

claimed to be a turkey or Napoleon. However, if Jesus was a lunatic he could never have contended with the 

Pharisees, the Sadducees, or the Herodians the way He did; these discourses stand out as brilliant even by 

today’s standards.     

 

Do not fall into the same trap as most people do, by making foolish comments. Confront people today and 

just as in the time of Jesus, they refuse to see the truth; usually people say, Jesus was a good man, a moral 

man, or he was a good teacher but I can never accept his claim to be the Son of God. I must tell you that is 

the one thing we must never say; anyone who said the sort of things Jesus said would be either a lunatic, on a 

level with someone who thought he was a poached egg, the Duke of Wellington or he something worse, he 

was Nachash incarnate. Jesus was either the Son of God or he was a madman so let us not come with a 

patronising nonsensical attitude by saying Jesus was a good teacher. This means we are faced with a very 

frightening alternative; the man we are talking about both was and is who he said he was, He was and is 

‘The Son of God’. When we arrive at this point, we are faced with a choice, we must either reject God or 

accept God there is no other alternative. 

 

This question faced Abram, and much, much later all the other disciples, just as it faces everyone 

everywhere at some point in their lives. You can shut Him up as a fool, you can turn your back on Him as 

Nachash and no longer listen to him, or you can accept Him for who He says He is; but do not decide to 

believe any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher or a good man. We must choose as 

Abram did and Peter did; Abram chose Jesus and became the first disciple, Peter chose Jesus so has every 

other born again believer. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 
NOT ALL BELEIVERS ARE THE BRIDE OF CHRIST 

Mark 1:15  

15 And saying the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9  

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, 

lest any man should boast. 

 

Not everyone who claims to be a disciple of Jesus Christ will be chosen to be part of the Bride of Christ; 

however, to be chosen as part of Christ’s Bride you must start of by becoming Christ’s disciple. When Jesus 

first arrived on the scene He began to call, ‘Repent and Believe’,23 this cry is somewhat confusing to gentiles 

because no one can believe until they have repented, while the general understanding is we can only repent 

when we believe. What is not very often made clear is that repentance comes from God the Father; 24 to 

repent we have to recognise that we have rebelled against God and are sick and tired of the sin in our life. 

Then what happens is we hear the word of God and the faith within us 25 comes to life; we ask God to 

forgive us for the kind of people we are and desire to change, but the change needed cannot be accomplished 

on our own. The forgiveness God gives us is our repentance; it is the other side of the coin to forgiveness. 

God looks into our heart and if our heart is truthfully, desiring that change God forgives us and grants 

repentance; when God has forgiven us, we are saved and God adds us to the Ekklesia. 26  Repentance means 

a change of heart, mind, attitude, and life style and we cannot change all that on our own, which is why God 

fills us with His Holy Spirit of Salvation and gives us a robe of righteousness. We are now born again 

meaning, regardless of our chronological age we are babes in Christ. Jesus accepts us, as we are when we 

come to Him, but He does not expect us to stay that way, remember as a sinner we desired to change; now 

we can and Jesus requires that we change so we can have access to Heaven. 27 To become a disciple we must 

study so our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ can approve us; 28 that study is our discipleship education as we 

mature in the Body of Christ. Once we develop a proficiency in using the word of God and become mature 

disciples, our ministry will have developed and we become part of the Bride of Christ.   

 

Matthew 22:1-10  

1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2 The kingdom of heaven is like 

unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were 

bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them 

which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are 

ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to 

his merchandise. 6. And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But 

when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and 

burned up their city. 8 Then saith he to his servants, the wedding is ready, but they, which were bidden, were 

not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So 

those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and 

good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

 

Matthew 24:14  

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 

shall the end come. 

                                                 
23 Mark 1:15 
24 2Timothy 2:25 
25 Romans 12:3 
26 Acts 2:47 
27 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
28 2 Timothy 2:15 
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Today is the day of Salvation, today we must be ready, for the wedding of our Lord has come, the time of 

Betrothal is almost at an end; soon and very soon, we are going to see the Lord. There are three parts to a 

Jewish wedding, the Betrothal, the Nuptial, and the Consummation, which includes the Marriage Feast. The 

betrothal has to do with the First Coming of Jesus, the nuptial is about the Anastasias (resurrection), and the 

Harpazó (the catching away); the consummation finalises the unfinished Passover, which is followed by the 

feast, and is about the Second Coming of Jesus and eternal judgement. All three phases are what constitute 

the Jewish wedding in the time of Jesus and if we do not understand this, we will not understand what Jesus 

is telling us in the Mashal of the wedding feast. In Matthew 22, in the Mashal of the wedding feast there are 

three groups of servants, and an army; the first group of servants are sent out to invite certain people to the 

wedding. The first group go out, simply, with an ordinary wedding invitation, “Réspondez s’il vous plait” a 

kind of RSVP invitation; they were sent to the Jews, but they were unwilling to come. The King then sends 

out OTHER servants, telling them to say, Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen, my livestock, and 

everything is ready. The second group does not go out with a simple response of “s’il vous plait”; the second 

group goes out with the sense of urgency to the Gentiles, but those invited are indifferent to the call, and a 

remnant of those invited slew many of these servants. This makes the King angry, and he sends his army and 

destroyed those murderers. Then the servants that remain are sent again to the highways and byways to bid 

both good and bad to the wedding feast. 

 

Before Jesus, returns there will be a growing apathy throughout the Ekklesia, which will be reflected by the 

world, both Jesus and Peter use the days of Noah to illustrate what the Last Days will be like. Jesus warns 

the Ekklesia about the enemy in there own house, and Peter warns the body of Christ about the attitude of 

the unsaved. Peter says, when we the Ekklesia warn the unsaved people that God's judgement is upon us 

they are going to say rubbish you are just scare mongering, things will carry on just the way they have 

always been.29 It’ will be the way it was with Noah, when he  preached about God's judgement, in the end, 

only Noah and seven others were saved and they were all of his family.30 The rest of the world did not 

believe until it was too late. That is what the Last Days will be like; we will see an increasing apathy towards 

the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus Christ; in the end, the only ones saved will be God’s family, those who 

are the sons of God. 

 

In this day and age most of the Ekklesia no longer pay any attention to the Word of God deviating from what 

it says; they have stopped calling Bible things by Bible names, and stopped doing Bible things in Bible 

Ways. Everyone does that which was right in their own eyes, and they have gone their own way.  Instead of 

preaching a true biblical Gospel the Ekklesia will get a preacher that tickles their ears,31instead of 

establishing biblical truth, they will get a preacher whose teaching is based on psychology and marketing 

techniques. The disciples of Jesus were Jews, they would see that today everyone is like sheep that have 

gone astray; everyone has turned to his own way.  By now we should be hearing Isaiah 53:6 banging at our 

Bible Covers and trying to jump right off the page to warn us. Not only do they go their own way, large 

numbers within the body of Christ have begun to innovate and develop their own concepts of faith in which 

there are no absolute ethical and moral values. These values have become so variable, they mean only what 

you want them to mean at any one time, in general faith has become a doctrine that says the principle rule of 

Law is, what works for me. 

 

According to scripture the apostles and Jewish believers were persecuted by the rabbis; they are the servants 

who were slain, so God sends His army. The forces Jesus and the prophet Daniel predicted, turn out to be the 

Romans, they destroy the Temple and the city in 70AD. Although these things happened in the first century 

what does it mean to us today, when scripture says ‘He sent his armies’?    

 

In this type of situation, God’s army is not angelic; His army is human, but that does not mean they are the 

good guys. On the contrary, His army can mean something very different.   

                                                 
29 2Peter 2:13 
30 2Peter 2:5 
31 2 Timothy 4:3 
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When God’s people violate God's covenant and are unfaithful: when they turn to idolatry, immorality, and 

refuse to repent; when they cause persecution of God's teachers and prophets whom God Himself sent to 

warn them. When the Lord called them to repent and they refused, then God would raise up some nation, 

who were much worse than they were to invade them. He would raise up the Babylonians, or the Philistines, 

or the Amalekites, or the Assyrians who took the ten tribes into captivity to attack and overrun Israel.   In 

A.D. 70, it was the Romans, they became God’s army, somebody worse than His people, and this is what 

God always does. The Gospel of the Kingdom is what has to be preached in the Last Days, it is all about the 

coming of the Bridegroom. The Gospel of the Kingdom is preached when the signs of the times reveal that 

we should be teaching and preaching using End Times prophecy to call the Body of Christ from their sleep 

and to trim their lamps. 32 End Times prophecy is for those in the body of Christ that have never been 

schooled in discipleship, End Times prophecy is for those in the body of Christ who still need to be saved. 

End Time prophecy in the Last Days is the way we should be focusing the Good News about the return of 

Jesus because it is imminent. End Times prophecy is to frighten both the unbeliever and the body of Christ 

to make sure they are living according to God’s covenant; End Times prophecy is show how close it is to the 

Bridegroom's return. End Times prophecy should be used as a means of communicating the way of salvation 

to everyone and anyone, because we are the last of those servants of the second group sent out by the Lord. 

We must have a sense of urgency about us, about our teaching and preaching because once again the Lord is 

preparing His army.  

 

Psalm 40:5-7  

5 Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works, which thou hast done, and thy thoughts, which are to us-

ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more 

than can be numbered. 6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 

offering and sin offering hast thou not required  7 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is 

written of me, 

 

Philippians 2:6-8 

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God? 7 But made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found 

in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

 

We do not often recognise discipleship in the Old Testament, not because it is not spoken about but because 

we do not recognise it when it is. David, in Psalm 40 is saying how amazed he is at all that God has done, he 

goes on to say that God did not desire those who loved Him and followed Him to offer any kind of sacrifice; 

then he makes a strange statement 'my ears you have opened' what does it mean? The Lord brought the 

Children of Israel out of slavery and He gave them a legal code to stop them from becoming slaves 

themselves or making slaves of others in the same way, in fact at the end of six years every slave was set 

free. However, that code also said if the one who was the slave so loved his master and desired to continue 

with him and the master so loved and trusted the slave he could be adopted into the family. They went to the 

Judges who would pierce the ear of the slave with an awl against the doorpost, and insert an earring. This 

was known as opening the ears it is an idiom meaning adopted into the family. When Aaron asked the 

children of Israel to remove their earrings 33 to make an idol it was more than dissociating themselves from 

God, it was tantamount to saying we are no longer a part of the Family of God. In Isaiah 50, the writer 

alludes to Jesus, then in verse 5 Isaiah says the Lord God has opened my ear; opening the ear is an idiom 

meaning God has adopted me into His family. In Philippians, it says Jesus took the form of a Bond Servant, 

meaning Jesus chose to be born in the household of mankind and become an adopted Son; this paved the 

way for Him to become the kinsman redeemer.  

 

The word bondservant in the New Testament can be misleading, because the early Hebrew manuscripts were 

almost immediately translated into Greek.  

                                                 
32 Romans 13:11 + Matthew 25:6-9 
33 Exodus 32:1-3 
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The Greek word for bondservant is doulos, which means 'one who is subservient to another, and entirely at 

the disposal of their owner. Other translations just use the word servant, but the servant was in reality a 

slave, which is why Paul would often refer to himself as the bondservant of Christ. Paul was a Roman citizen 

as well as being a well educated person; consequently Paul understood the Roman Law of adoption very 

well and he uses it to his advantage when describing 'God's adoption making us son's of God', in his letter to 

the Romans. 34 The other thing of note is Greek Law was not compatible with Roman Law. In Roman times, 

the term bondservant or slave could refer to someone who voluntarily served others. However, it usually 

referred to one who was held in a permanent position of servitude; under Roman law, a bondservant was 

considered the owner’s personal property, and Slaves essentially had no rights and could even be killed with 

impunity by their owners. However, while the Hebrew word for “bondservant,” is ‘ebed, 35 it had a similar 

connotation; God introduced the Mosaic Law through Moses, which allowed an indentured servant 

(Bondservant), to become a bondservant voluntarily, or if agreed by all the parties concerned even a family 

member. To become a family member the servant must declare, ‘I love my master and my wife and children 

and do not want to go free’; then his master must take him before the judges and the Judge shall take him to 

the door or the doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl. This was known as opening the ears.36 According to 

Job it is God who opens the ears of men; 37 meaning if they listen to God He made them part of His family 

and therefore His disciples. 

 

Deuteronomy 29:4  

4 Yet the Lord hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day. 

 

Psalm 69:23  

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake. 

 

Isaiah 29:10  

10 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets 

and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

 

Isaiah 42:20  

20 Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. 

 

Matthew 13:12-14  

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, 

from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in mashal / nimshal: because 

they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the 

prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, 

and shall not perceive: 

 

John 9:39  

39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they, which see not, might see; and that 

they, which see, might be made blind. 

 

Romans 11:9-10  

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompense 

unto them: 10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back always. 

 

 

 

                                                 
34 Romans 8 
35 Leviticus 25:39: / #H5650 
36 Exodus 21:5-6 
37 Job 33:16 
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Israel had a history of backsliding and repentance, backsliding and repentance, the Old Testament is a 

chronicle of Israel's repeated failure to obey God; Israel constantly refused to keep His commandments and 

statutes. In Psalm 78:10-11, 40-42, 56-57, although the psalmist talks about Ephraim, Ephraim means Israel 

and Israel did not keep the covenant of God, they refused to walk in His law, and they forgot the signs and 

wonders that God had shown them. How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and grieved Him in the 

desert! Yes, repeatedly they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. They chose not to think about 

His power; regardless of God’s power, Israel continued to test and provoked the Most High God though their 

actions, and violated His covenant at every turn, just like their unfaithful fathers. 

 

2 Kings 17:7-8  

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, which had brought them 

up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 8 And 

walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the 

kings of Israel, which they had made. 

 

2 Kings 17:18-20  

18 Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but 

the tribe of Judah only. 19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in the 

statutes of Israel, which they made. 20 And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and 

delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight. 

 

The one thing we as disciples overlook is God’s everlasting faithfulness, He always fulfils His Promises; 

God punished Israel for its disobedience by deferring the fulfilment of His promises to the patriarchs. This 

deferment did not make Him unfaithful to the people; God’s promises are always an expression of His love, 

making His promises to His people are always conditional, and based on their obedience to His revelation. 

This means it is not perverse to assert that God was completely faithful to the children of Israel, in doing to 

them exactly what He promised He would do if they persistently sinned against Him. At the right time and 

for the right people, God will honour His promises to the patriarchs, but those promises are always 

conditional. Israel's sad history is the consequence of peoples' faithlessness. It is because of this continued 

disobedience that God also removes their status as His disciples, and with all Israel He closed their eyes of 

understanding; something He also did to Peter when he denied Him three times. 38 Peter is identified as 

Israel, which is why Peter is later restored to discipleship; nevertheless, all those who are not a disciple of 

the Lord Jesus Christ will not have their eyes opened to the truth of His word even when it is explained to 

them.  

 

John writes, in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. 39  In John 20:30–31 it says, ‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, (The Mashiach) the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name’. John writes 

this to help people believe on Jesus Christ and have eternal life. Believers in Jesus must continue believing 

in Jesus in order to be saved in the end.  

 

Jesus said in John 8:31, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples’ in John 15:6, he also wrote 

that Jesus said ‘if anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, and thrown into the fire, and burned.’  

 

 

 

                                                 
38 Luke 22:61-62 + Mark 16: 6-8 
39 John 1:1-3 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.30%E2%80%9331
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.6
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                                                                                                                   FIGURE 3 

Jesus came to witness to the truth 40 and he was the 

truth. 41 His witness and His person were the Word of 

truth. He said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples”, which is why he said, ‘Abide in me’ in 

John 15:7. When we abide in Him, we are abiding in 

the word. He said that his works were a “witness” about 

himself John 5:36 -10:25. In Revelation 19:13 

(Revelation is written by the same author as the Gospel 

of John), John describes the glorious return of Jesus, He 

says ‘He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 

name by which He is called is the Word of God.’ Jesus 

is called The Word of God, then two verses later in 

Revelation 19:15 John says, ‘From his mouth comes a 

sharp sword’. In other words, Jesus strikes the nations 

with the power of the word of God when He speaks 

over them; the word then becomes the sword of the 

Spirit that Ephesians 6:17 describes. But the power of 

this word is so united with Jesus himself that John says         EMBRACING AND BEING EMBRACED BY THE WORD 

Jesus does not just have a sword of God’s word coming out of his mouth, but He is the Word of God. All 

this identifies that what you think of your Bible is exactly what you think of God and Jesus Christ; also, how 

you treat your Bible is exactly how you treat God and Jesus Christ. Do you embrace the word of God so that 

the Word of God can embrace you?                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
40 John 18:37 
41 John 14:6 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2019.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2019.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.6
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CHAPTER 5 

 
MEN LIKE TREES WALKING 

Mark 8:22-26  

22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 23 

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and 

put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, 

walking. 25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, 

and saw every man clearly. 26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, neither go into the town, nor tell it 

to any in the town. 

 

To understand what is going on in this verse first, we must keep in mind the one and only instruction Jesus 

left His disciples, In Matthew 28 : 18 where He says go and make disciples, then in verse 20 He also says 

teach them whatever I have commanded you, and if you do that I will be with you. Second we must 

remember that the Pharisees were teaching bad theology, Jesus evens warns His disciples against their 

teaching. 42 The Pharisees healed no one; they even taught that all sickness was the result of their sin or the 

sin of their parents. 43 Third, we need to read Mark 7:30-35 and finally we must go back to the beginning of 

the chapter, which is divided into seven sections. First). Feeding the 4000, with seven baskets left over, but 

this is not the only time Jesus feeds the people in this way, and this 4000 is linked to the other 5000 that 

Jesus fed. The first time it was a boy with five loves and two fishes, 44  in Matthew 18:1-4 Jesus explains the 

purpose of calling a little child to him so He could utilise his wares to feed the 5000; He says to His disciples 

unless you become as little children you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. When He says that, Jesus is 

referring to new birth; it is a reference to being born again. Five is indicative of God’s grace and redemption, 

while the barley loaves imply the Passover; the two fish relate to two peoples Jew and Gentile who will take 

out the Word of God, i.e. bread, to feed the world. Then there are the twelve baskets, no one ever teaches on 

them yet, they too have been multiplied; the baskets are symbolic of the Ekklesia, they are the vessels that 

will carry out the Word of God. Twelve refers to the Jew, the twelve tribes and the twelve Apostles; 

scripture says the Jew first, then the Gentiles. Here in Mark Jesus feeds 4000, four means God’s creative 

works; Jesus is about to create a new group of believers, the Ekklesia through whom Jesus will bring a 

change to the Temple leadership, because ultimately, the Temple will be destroyed and the Ekklesia will 

become the Living temple of God. 45 Seven means God’s spiritual perfection, there are a few small fishes, 

but no number is given, implying that there will always only be a remnant. It also implies that the Ekklesia 

will start with a small number of disciples; it is this remnant who will feed the world. There are also seven 

baskets; the whole picture is that there will only be remnant of true disciples that carries the truth of God’s 

word out to the world. Second). The Pharisees seek a sign and are told they will not get one they must just 

believe, verses 10-13. Three). Jesus explains that the doctrine of the Pharisees is like leaven, verses 14-21. 

Four). This is about the blind man; if you read this whole chapter, you will see it is all about discipleship, 

and the incident with the blind man is no different. However, this incident is not only different to that in 

Mark chapter seven it is different to every other healing, because nowhere else in scripture does Jesus pray 

twice for anyone; Jesus prays twice for this man and nowhere else in scripture does this happen. Almost 

everyone who comments on this scripture try to talk round the fact that Jesus prays twice for the eyes of this 

man as if His first prayer was not good enough; consequently, we all miss what is taking place. (The other 

three parts of this chapter the reader can discern for themselves). 

 

To comprehend why Jesus prayed twice and what is taking place here we need to understand something 

about the life and times of Jesus. There were many kinds of diseases in the times of Jesus, many of which 

were skin diseases most of which were not understood; one of these skin infections was Leprosy, but where 

does this word come from, what does it mean, and why is it in the Bible?  

                                                 
42 Matthew 16:6-12 
43 John 9:1-8 
44 John 6:5-13 
45 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
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Interestingly Leprosy is never called a disease in the Bible, those who have it are unclean, and they are never 

healed but made clean, this becomes an important factor. (See Mark 1: 40-41). The Greek word for Leprosy 

is Lepros; the first time this word is found in the New Testament is in Matthew 8:2 where it is described as 

‘scaly or rough’46. It is because of this scaliness that this word Lepros is used to describe Leprosy; Lepros 

comes from the Greek word Lepra,47   which also means scaliness and this scaliness eventually covers the 

body. The word Lepra in turn is derived from Lepis 48 a root word that means a scale, (Not a measuring 

scale), and to peel. The word leprosy first appears in the Bible in Exodus 4:6;  the question now is how then 

did the word Leprosy come to be used in the Old Testament first instance?  

 

One thing you must always keep in mind is scripture, not in the ordinary sense but in this way, when we stop 

calling Bible things by Bible names and doing Bible things in Bible ways then we will fall into error. The 

truths in the Bible can only be understood from a Hebrew perspective; the Bible is not a western book. 

Whatever Testament you refer to the writers were Hebrew, the culture is Hebrew, the religion is Hebrew, the 

traditions are Hebrew, the concepts are Hebrew; the Bible is Hebrews writing to Hebrews for Hebrews, 

about Hebrews, in Hebrew and until we accept this fact, we will never come to terms with its wisdom. The 

Hebrew of the Bible did not contain any medical knowledge, nor was it written in a scientific language; it 

was written and spoken by a people with little or no understanding of science. However, both God and the 

writer expected the readers to understand exactly what was written, for us westerners to do that the Bible 

must be read from a Hebraic perspective. Fortunately, a lot more is known about the Bible today than when 

it was first written, and there are many aids to help the true disciple. 

 

The Septuagint, known by its abbreviation LXX, (70), is the earliest surviving Greek translation of the Old 

Testament from the original Hebrew. The Septuagint was presumably made for the Jewish community in 

Egypt when Greek was the common language throughout the region. The translation of the Septuagint itself 

began in the 3rd century BCE being completed by 132 BCE; all the translations were completed in 

Alexandria. Later generations embellished the story, and created the myth that Philo of Alexandria, writing 

in the first century AD, said that seventy-two translators completed the text while enclosed in separate cells. 

Miraculously all the texts were said to agree exactly with one another; proving that God directly inspired 

their version. The Septuagint is the basis for the Old Latin, Slavonic, and Syriac, Old Armenian, Old 

Georgian and Coptic versions of the Christian Old Testament, originally written in Hebrew. 49 Now back to 

Exodus 4:6. 
                                                                                                                                                 http://www.clevelandclinicmeded.com/medicalpubs/diseasemanagement 
                                                                                                                                                                      /dermatology/dermatologic-signs-of-systemic-disease/ 

 

Exodus 4:6 

6 And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand 

into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when 

he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 
      
  

                                                                                                                                                     

The first thing to notice in this scripture is the translation does 

not make sense, ‘his hand was leprous as the snow’ snow is 

never leprous but it is cold and white. Further, the actual 

Hebrew says his hand was white; the translator trying to help 

confused the issue. The Hebrew word used is ְמֹצַרַעת = 

m'tzoraat; it means to scourge or to be stricken. Nevertheless, 

Strong’s concordance uses the word Leprosy, why?                                                                                                           

                                                FIGURE 4 

                                                 
46 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #G3015  
47 Ibid #G3014 
48 Ibid #G3013 
49 Understanding the Difficult Words of Jesus by David Bivin and Roy Blizzard Jr. 

http://www.clevelandclinicmeded.com/medicalpubs/diseasemanagement
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Look at figure 4, as can be seen the man’s hands are white, even though they are the hands of a black man, 

in fact if all you saw were from the back knuckles to the fingertips you would think they were the hands of a 

white man. This man was not scourged but he has been stricken, stricken with vitiligo, and remember Moses 

was a Hebrew, as such; he would have had olive coloured skin, when he removed his hand it was white, 

making the contrast quite stark.  

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                           FIGURE 5 

  

To understand why this word is translated so many times as Leprosy we 

must go back to the ancient Hebrew known as Paleo-Hebrew, which 

looks even more like chicken squiggles than Modern Hebrew.  The 

Hebrew Bible known as the Tenack by Jews and the Old Testament by 

Christians, it was originally written in a pictographic style script known 

as Paleo-Hebrew; the Hebrew language and culture is Semitic and very 

different from our own. This Ancient Hebrew alphabet was written with 

22 letters just like Modern Hebrew, but each letter was a picture, such as 

an ox, tent, foot or a door. Each of these pictographic letters tells a story 

explaining its meaning; somewhat like the signs on toilet doors in public places as in Figure 5. We must also 

look at some of the material used to write on. What will not be obvious to the English reader is the word 

Leper, leprosy or any of its derivatives; they do not appear in the any Hebrew manuscript, so why then is it 

so prevalent?                                                                            
                                                                           

   = This is the ‘Root Word’ and would be written צרע in the Modern Hebrew script; these 

Hebrew letters are, reading from the right = ts.r.ah, which is the word tsara`. The root word defines an 

infection of the skin that causes it to stand out like a welt; it also means an infection of mildew in clothing, 

or mould, in the walls of a building. 

 

When the root word is translated as a verb it means, to infect or an infection, to taint, or contaminate with 

something that affects the quality, the character, or the condition of something unfavourably, just as mould 

or mildew would do in clothes or a building. The word tsara` is Strong's Hebrew #: H.6879. However when 

this word is written in the actual manuscript it has a prefix and a suffix ְמֹצַרַעת = m'tzoraat; what is 

interesting though is the first and last letters are called the mouth of the word, they are ֵמת, which means ‘To 

Die’. The middle letters are ַַֹצַרע the heart of this word, and they mean infection! The word tsara` means to 

scourge because when someone has been scourged the welts stand out on their back, making permanent 

scars, which if infected cause death. See Figure 6                                            FIGURE 6 

                                                                                                                               

Nevertheless, the KJV Translation insists in using the word 

leper, or leprous, as does Strong's Hebrew #: H.6879. The Man 

in the medical examination photograph in figure 6 known only 

as Gordon was whipped; the photograph shows his scourged 

back, with welts standing out like tramlines, but it is not 

Leprosy.  

 

Leprosy is spread by passage from person to person through        

FIGURE 7                          nasal droplets and secretions. Casual 

contact e.g., simply touching 

someone with the disease, and 

short-term contact does not 

seem to spread the disease.  

 
                                                                                               https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scourge                                             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scourge
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About half of people with leprosy probably contracted it through close, long-term contact with an infected 

person. Even after contact with the bacteria, most people do not contract leprosy; health care workers often 

work for many years with people who have leprosy without contracting the disease. The legions on this 

man’s face (Figure 7) easily account for using the word scourge to define leprosy, but in the times of Moses 

there is no real evidence that leprosy was even known. Today it is called Hanson’s Disease and what it really 

was, was only discovered in 1873.     

 

Exodus 23:28  

28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from 

before thee. 

                                                                                                               FIGURE 8 

 

This might sound an odd scripture to 

be using to help explain Mark 8:22-26, 

yet, it is another piece in the jigsaw. 

What we want out of this scripture is 

the fact that God uses Hornets, or to be 

more specific, the Hornet itself. In 

Paleo-Hebrew the word Hornet is :- 

    , in Modern Hebrew it 

is  צירעה  tsir`ah pronounced tsir·ä' 

the definition is a flying insect with a 

sting that is capable of causing serious 

injury or in some cases death to the 

one that is stung; it is translated 

Hornet. 50 However, when someone receives                          https://doctordecides.com/insect-bite-identification-pictures/ 

a sting or several stings from any insect whether it is a Hornet or not the results can be very disfiguring. See 

Figure 8. However, these insect bites look a lot like a more serious condition called scabies, which is an 

infection of mites under the skin. See Figure 9.                                     FIGURE 9 

                                                                                                                 SCABIES 

Leviticus 13:1-6  

1And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 

when a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, 

a scab, or bright spot, and it be in the skin of his flesh 

like the plague of leprosy; then he shall be brought 

unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the 

priests. 3 And the priest shall look on the plague in the 

skin of the flesh, and when the hair in the plague is 

turned white, and the plague in sight be deeper than 

the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy. And the 

priest shall look on him, and pronounce him unclean. 4 

If the bright spot be white in the skin of his flesh, and 

in sight be not deeper than the skin, and the hair 

thereof be not turned white; then the priest shall shut 

up him that hath the plague seven days. 5 And the 

priest shall look on him the seventh day, and, behold, if 

the plague in his sight be at a stay, and the plague 

spread not in the skin; then the priest shall shut him up 

seven days more.  

                                                 
50 Strong’s concordance #H 6880 
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6 And the priest shall look on him again the seventh day, and, behold, if the plague be somewhat dark, and 

the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean. It is but a scab: and he shall wash 

his clothes, and be clean. 

 

Deuteronomy 28:27  

27 The Lord will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the 

itch, whereof thou canst not be healed. 

                                                                                                                             FIGURE 10 
                                                                                                                                           http://escapemedic.com/2018/05/08/eradicating-leprosy/ 

Scabies is not an infection; it is an infestation of mites. 

From the times of Moses people had been suffering from a 

perpetual itch that caused swellings on them much like 

hornet stings; there is a very good description given in 

Leviticus13: 1-6 and the actual itch is mentioned in 

Deuteronomy 8:27.  It was only in 1687, a man called 

Giovanni Cosimo Bonomo discovered the scabies mite as 

the cause of the “itch”, making scabies one of the first 

diseases with a known cause. Bonomo noted a small 

puncture by the itching blisters that had not yet scabbed 

over provided relief for those infected. He also discovered a 

small, barely visible white speck within the blister 

secretions. (See Leviticus 13:4). Bonomo further observed a 

mite laying eggs, a creature with 6 legs, a sharp head, and 

“two little horns at the end of a snout” could be seen. He 

found that most persons with chronic itch were infected by these creatures. He surmised that these creatures 

used their mouths to burrow into the skin; Bonomo deduced that these creatures must undergo sexual 

reproduction. He also documented that the disease was easily spread, not only through mere contact of an 

infected person, but because the mites could survive outside human skin, and therefore lie in sheets, clothing 

and bedding. The man in figure 10 is not infected with scabies, he actually has leprosy; this type of leprosy 

was not found in ancient Israel in the time of Moses. In fact, there were a great many skin diseases in the 

times of Moses, diseases like Favus, Impetigo, Boils, and Patchy Eczema, see figures 11 and 12.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                      
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

 
 

                   FIGURE 11                                                                                      FIGURE 12 

                    IMETIGO                                                                                              FAVUS 

 

It is important that we understand that Biblical leprosy was not around in Israel until the times of Jesus; as 

has been shown, Leviticus 13 and 14 refer to Scabies not Leprosy and the emphasis was always about 

purification, about being clean, both physically and ceremonially.  

http://escapemedic.com/2018/05/08/eradicating-leprosy/
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It is only recently that it has been proved that Leprosy was around in Israel just before and in the first 

century. The ancient Paleo-Hebrew   in Modern Hebrew is ָצַרַעת = tsara`ath pronounced 

tsä·rah'·ath defines something contaminated in the way a person might be with one of the above diseases. It 

translates as INFECTION, meaning it will infect someone or something with a disease. However, this 

infection can be any of the above diseases or mildew in clothing, and even creeping mould in the wall of a 

house; in Strong’s #H6883, it quotes Leprosy.                                                                                        

 

For decades now, scientists believed India was the origin of Hansen’s Disease, more commonly known as 

Leprosy, (Hereafter known as HD); though it is true, India does have the largest group of people affected by 

HD. Previous scholars thought that Alexander’s Troops spread HD at the time of his conquest of Europe. 

However, a new study rejects India as the originating source, as Researchers from the Institute Pasteur, 

Paris, France now believe that East Africa is the more likely place of origin for HD. These researchers 

discovered that there were four major groups of HD, while the genetic material of the bacterium was 

remarkably similar and stable in each case, tiny parts of the genetic material varied. Ultimately, these tiny 

differences allowed the researchers to divide their samples into four groups; types 1-2-3-and 4, type 1 

occurs predominantly in Asia, the Pacific region and East Africa. 51 

 

DNA of Jesus-era shrouded man in Jerusalem reveals earliest case of leprosy  
Burial shroud proves Turin Shroud not from 1st century C.E. Jerusalem 

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2009-12/thuo-doj121609.php 

                                                                                                                                  FIGURE13 

The DNA of a 1st century shrouded man found in a tomb on the 

edge of the old city of Jerusalem has revealed the earliest proven 

case of leprosy. Details of the research will be published December 

16 in the Plos one journal. the burial cave, which is known as the 

tomb of the shroud, is located in the lower Hinnom valley and is part 

of a 1st century C.E. cemetery known as Akeldama or 'field of blood' 

(Matthew 27:3-8; acts 1:19) - next to the area where Judas is said to 

have committed suicide. The tomb of the shrouded man is located 

next to the tomb of Annas, the high priest (6-15 C.E.), who was the 

father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest who betrayed Jesus to the 

Romans. It is thus thought that this shrouded man was either a priest 

or a member of the aristocracy. According to Professor Gibson, the 

view from the tomb would have looked directly toward the        THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Jewish Temple.         

 

No secondary burials 

                                                                                                                                 FIGURE 14 

What is particularly rare about this tomb is that it was clear this 

man, which is dated by radiocarbon methods to 1-50 C.E., did 

not receive a secondary burial. Secondary burials were common 

practice at the time, where the bones were removed after a year 

and placed in an ossuary (a stone bone box). In this case, 

however, the entrance to this part of the tomb was completely 

sealed with plaster.  

 

                                                 
51 See Down To Earth: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/where-did-leprosy-originate-9671 
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Professor Spigelman believes this is due to the fact that this man had suffered from leprosy and died of 

tuberculosis, as the DNA of both diseases was found in his bones. Historically, disfiguring diseases - 

particularly leprosy - caused the afflicted individuals to be ostracised from their communities. However, a 

number of indications - the location and size of the tomb, the type of textiles used as shroud wrappings, and 

the clean state of the hair - suggest that the shrouded individual was a fairly affluent member of society in 

Jerusalem.  

 

It also seems that tuberculosis and leprosy may have crossed social boundaries in the first century C.E.52. 

The woman in figure 14 is a good example of what Leprosy does to you. Leprosy has long been thought to 

be the disease referred in the Bible, the word tsara`ath, which refers to a variety of inflammatory skin 

diseases, as well as mildew, and mould, though the important and underlying idea is the concept of moral 

and ceremonial purity. Tsara`ath the disease or diseases were not connected to leprosy as known in the 

Middle Ages nor was it around in the times of Moses. Today the word Leprosy is avoided the word or rather 

phrase used is Hansen’s Disease; however, leprosy must not be ignored as Jesus may well have cleansed 

some with leprosy. The problem lies with the Bible translators, and their mistranslation of the Biblical term 

tsara`ath only as leprosy. These Bible translators, influenced by the translators of the Septuagint, used their 

translation of  tsara`ath as leprosy; possibly because leprosy had become noticeably prevalent by then, so 

instead of using the correct translation of infectious disease it reduced the initial wider meaning down to one 

disease, leprosy.53 This affects the understanding of the Bible. 
 

What does the Word Bible mean, ignoring the fact that it is the word of God?  Gebal was the ancient 

Phoenician port on the Mediterranean Sea Coast in what today is Lebanon. Gebal, known as Byblos by the 

Greeks because papyrus was one of the principal articles in its trade, and a single papyrus was a Byblos. 

While the Greek word Byblos is just one papyrus, the Greek for book is part of the same family of words so 

biblos becomes ta biblia, which means 'the books’. In the Old English, there was no such word as library; it 

was bochord, which literally means a book hoard. Nowadays, we have the word library, but where did the 

word library come from.  

 

The word library came into English from the old French librairie, meaning a collection of books; Librarius 

means bookseller, it comes from the Latin librarium meaning a chest in which books are stored. However, 

books are to read, a chest is only for storage, and transportation; to read a book, the book must be accessible 

not stored in a chest, thus the librairie / Library. In general, the Latin word libri is a book, but it is also 

paper, though originally it meant the bark of a tree. Now it gets interesting, the Proto-Italic word lufro 

meaning the inner bark of a tree gave birth to the Latin word libri. Because Libri originally meant the inner 

bark of a tree and the Greek word for ‘to peel’ is Λέπω or lepo, and lepo was translated into Latin as lepra. 

The first books were made from the inner bark of a tree, which was peeled off.  This related peeling to 

scaliness, the Greek for scaliness being λέπρα, or lepra and lepra means leprosy because layers of skin 

peeled off. As the final translation of The Septuagint was completed the Hebrew word tsara`ath because it’s 

meaning included scaliness was translated as Lepra in the Greek, meaning leprosy; unfortunately it made it 

look like the Old Testament Hebrew influenced the Greek whereas it is entirely the opposite. This reverse 

form of translation of the Hebrew word tsara`ath makes it loose all its impact about the necessity of purity 

and being morally and ceremonially clean before God.  

 

What this means is while there may well have been leper colonies in the times of Jesus it is highly 

improbable that the colonies that existed were actually lepers. It is more than probable that these colonies 

contained people with a miscellany of highly infectious diseases making them unclean, which in turn would 

cause cross contamination between the many different diseases.                         
                                                                                                            

                                                 
52 Eurekalert Global Source for Science News. 
53

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/290548695_Papillomavirus-Induced_Tumors_of_the_Skin_Cutaneous_Warts_and_Epidermodysplasia_Verruciformis 

 

https://www.ancient.eu/mediterranean/
https://www.ancient.eu/trade/


 34 

With all these things in mind, let us return to our scripture in Mark 8:22-26. Also, keep in mind what 

we said at the start of this chapter. To understand what is going on in this verse first, we must keep in mind 

the one and only instruction Jesus left His disciples. In Matthew 28 : 18 Jesus says go and make disciples, 

then in verse 20 He also says teach them whatever I have commanded you; then He goes on to say, if you do 

that I will be with you, implying that if we do not make disciples he will not be with us.  

 

Second, we must remember that the Pharisees were teaching bad theology, Jesus evens warns His disciples 

against their teaching. 54 The Pharisees healed no one; they even taught that all sickness was the result of 

their sin or the sin of their parents. 55 Third, we need to read Mark 7:31-35, as this chapter opens Jesus 

becomes quite angry with the Pharisees; they complain to Jesus that His disciples were not following the 

traditions of the Elders. Jesus castigates them for teaching these traditions and not the truth of God’s Word; 

Jesus then turns to the crowd that had gathered and speaking as God He says whatever you eat will not defile 

you. Only that that comes out of your heart is what defiles you. (Paraphrase mine). Eventually Jesus goes to 

Decapolis where upon He is presented with a deaf man who also has a speech impediment.   

 

Mark 7:31-35  

31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the Sea of Galilee, through the 

midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in 

his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 33 And he took him aside from the multitude, 

and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; 34 And looking up to heaven, he 

sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the 

string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 

 

Jesus leads this man to one side so that no one else can hear what He has to tell this him; Jesus opens his ears 

and at the same time gives the man a complete language and vocabulary, with pronunciation and 

understanding. It is a perfect example of making a disciple, when we become a disciple of Jesus Christ we 

receive the garment of Salvation and Praise, from this time on no corrupt communication will come from our 

mouth. However, this is only part of what happens it is like the first step.  

 

Mark 8:22-26  

22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 23 

And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and 

put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, 

walking. 25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, 

and saw every man clearly. 26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, neither go into the town, nor tell it 

to any in the town. 

 

Here in Mark 8 Jesus takes the man’s hand and leads him out of town, not even His disciples follow; once 

out of sight and sound  of everyone Jesus spits on His eyes, which was a common practice during various 

healings in those times. Jesus now asks the man if he can see anything; the man answers saying he sees men, 

but these men look like trees and they are walking about. There is a lot of information here; we know from 

the answer that this man was not blind from birth, even though he has been blind for some time. Once his 

sight is restored, he not only recognises men; he also recognises men who look like trees and they are 

walking about. What men then look like trees?  

 

It has been shown that there are many different kinds of skin disease and those who were considered 

dangerous to others were placed in their own colonies. It was adjacent to such a colony that Jesus took this 

man; knowing no one was going to follow them there, because He had much to tell him. 

 

                                                 
54 Matthew 16:6-12 
55 John 9:1-8 

https://www.dermnetnz.org/imagedetail/3060?copyright=&label=
https://www.dermnetnz.org/imagedetail/3060?copyright=&label=
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A man called Aulus Cornelius Celsus,  (B. c. 25 BC – D. c. 50 AD), in Rome, he was one of the greatest 

Roman medical writers of his day, he authored an encyclopedia dealing with agriculture, military art, 

rhetoric, philosophy, law, and medicine. The De medicina, 

now considered one of the finest medical classics, was largely 

ignored by contemporaries. Yet it remains as one of the most 

outstanding examples of Celsus’ work; it was apparently the 

most advanced medical practice at the time. He recommended 

cleanliness and urged that wounds be washed and treated with 

substances now considered antiseptic, such as vinegar and 

thyme oil. He described plastic surgery of the face, using skin 

from other parts of the body. He enumerated the four cardinal 

signs of inflammation: heat, pain, redness, and swelling. For 

our purpose, he also wrote about cutaneous warts, showing as 

epidermal proliferations (A rapid growth of warts on the 

skin), of varied clinical appearance. He wrote at the beginning 

of the first century AD, describing three types of warts:                                       FIGURE 15 

 

This man was alive, grew-up, was educated, and became prominent during the life of Jesus. His work was 

the beginning of Medical Sciences’ understanding about Epidermodysplasia verruciformis, which is 

commonly known as treeman syndrome, it is an extremely rare hereditary skin disorder associated with a 

high risk of skin cancer and it is extremely rare. 56 The picture on the right is the foot of a man with tree 

syndrome, what looks like bark is actually warts.  

 

Epidermodysplasia verruciformis is a mouthful to say. But saying the name of this disease is much easier 

than having it. Epidermodysplasia verruciformis is a hereditary skin disorder.                      It is extremely 

rare, but it has associated with a high risk of skin cancer for those who do develop it.  
                                                                                             "Tree Man" Syndrome Turns People Into Living, Breathing Pieces Of  trees 

                                                                                                               https://allthatsinteresting.com/tree-man-syndrome 

             FIGURE 16                                                                   FIGURE 17 

 

 
 

HANDS                                                                                                                                        LEGS AND FEET 

 
By ISRAEL21c Staff AUGUST 31, 2017, 2:45 PM 

This is Muhammad Taluli’s hand before treatment at Hadassah University Medical Center in Jerusalem. Photo: courtesy 

 

 

                                                 
56 http://www.antimicrobe.org/h04c.files/history/Scabies-mange%20hx-Wisniewski.pdf 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/encyclopaedia
https://www.britannica.com/topic/rhetoric
https://www.britannica.com/science/history-of-medicine
https://www.britannica.com/science/plastic-surgery
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https://www.israel21c.org/writer/israel21c-staff/
http://www.antimicrobe.org/h04c.files/history/Scabies-mange%20hx-Wisniewski.pdf
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TREE MAN SYNDROME’ 

 
                        Israeli docs save Gaza dad’s hand from ‘tree man syndrome’. 

 
‘This was a very rare case that has no documentation whatsoever in the medical books,’ surgeon tells 

reporters. Orthopedic and plastic surgeons at Jerusalem’s Hadassah University Medical Center-Ein Kerem 

successfully treated 42-year-old Gaza resident Muhammad Taluli, whose hand was disfigured from an 

extremely rare contagious condition, epidermodysplasia verruciformis, or “tree man syndrome.” 
 

When this man was brought to Jesus blind, because he had lost his sight later in life he would have been 

condemned by the Pharisees, 57 they would have told him the reason he was blind was due to the sin in his 

life and his lack of faith. This is still a theology practised today; when this man's eyes were opened, he could 

see physically, but he still needed the eyes of his understanding opened. As Jesus laid His hands on him, a 

second time He would have said something like 'Father give this man the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 

the knowledge of you by opening the eyes of his understanding'. 58 Then He would have opened his 

understanding of the scriptures; explaining the Mashiach would suffer and rise from the dead on the third 

day. Jesus would explain this is why He is now preaching repentance of sin, because He came to give this 

spiritual sight to the blind; Jesus continues, does not my heavenly Father say I, the LORD, have called you 

for a righteous purpose, and I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and appoint you to be a covenant 

for the people and a light to the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring prisoners out of the dungeon, 

and those sitting in darkness out from the prison house. I am the LORD; that is My name, I am your 

covenant, I am your Mashiach,  I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols.   The Spirit of the 

Lord GOD is on Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach the Good News to the poor. He has sent 

Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release from darkness to the 

prisoners; behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you and you are to be witness of what I have told 

you. 59 

 

Notice in Mark 8:25-26 it says, 25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: 

and he was restored, and saw every man clearly. 26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, neither go 

into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.  

 

Jesus lays hands on this man a second time and instructs the man to look towards Heaven; it is at this point 

that Jesus imparts understanding to open his Spiritual eyes. Then and only then does he see every man as 

Jesus sees them; men in need of help and restoration, men in need of Salvation, men who are lost and need to 

be found. Then Jesus admonishes this man that when he gets home to say nothing to anyone one there nor 

must he repeat it in this town, for his hour has not yet come. 

 

This is the history and the reason why Jesus prayed twice, and it has nothing whatsoever to do with His first 

prayer not being good enough. 

 

 

AMEN. 

 

                                                 
57 John 9:1-2 
58 Ephesians 1:17-18. 
59 . Isaiah 42:6-8 + Isaiah 61:1-2 + Luke 24:45-53  

 

 


