What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
MATTHEW

Acknowledgments
Firstly thanks must go to my Lord and Savior Jesus, who loved me while I was unlovable and drew
me to Him. Thanks also to me beautiful wife who has enabled me to spend time in the Word and
inspired me with her love. She truly is my best friend.
These notes were my speaking notes for a small group Bible Study. They are not as well written as
they should be for publishing so I would welcome any comments and suggestions that you have.

I must highlight that many notes and ideas came from Bryen Gaskell, Chuck Missler and Sandy
Adams. These great men have been an inspiration to me – thanks. There are sections copied from
other people’s work which at the time were verbally referenced and I have tried to go back and
reference them. Unfortunately, now that these notes are more than 3 years old I am sure I will have
missed some references. Please email me any un-referenced notes or errors that you find so that they
can be acknowledged or fixed.
I pray that these notes help you on your journey with Jesus out Lord.

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

1

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

Contents
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ...................................................................................................... 1
MATTHEW ........................................................................................................................................... 1
Introduction ............................................................................................................................................. 4
CHAPTER 1 ........................................................................................................................................... 8
CHAPTER 2 ......................................................................................................................................... 24
CHAPTER 3 ......................................................................................................................................... 37
CHAPTER 4 ......................................................................................................................................... 44
CHAPTER 5 ......................................................................................................................................... 56
CHAPTER 6 ......................................................................................................................................... 88
CHAPTER 7 ....................................................................................................................................... 101
CHAPTER 8 ....................................................................................................................................... 115
CHAPTER 9 ............................................................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 10 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 11 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Summary .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 12 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 13 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 14 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 15 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 16 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Who is Jesus? ........................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 17 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 18 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 19 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 20 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 21 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 22 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 23 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 24 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 25 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 26 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
CHAPTER 27 .......................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Outline.............................................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Creationist contributions to science.................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
1. Creationists founded modern science ........................................ Error! Bookmark not defined.

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

2

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

2. Creationist presuppositions provide the philosophical backbone to science .............. Error!
Bookmark not defined.
3. Evolution has not contributed to scientific progress ................ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4. Evolution has been detrimental to scientific progress ............. Error! Bookmark not defined.
5. Creationist achievements stand tall ............................................ Error! Bookmark not defined.

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

3

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

Introduction
I think it is a good idea to stop and consider why I have prepared these notes. Why do
we read the Bible?
Purpose of these notes is to learn truth:
Jesus said, I am the way and the Truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but by
me1.
So we should see Jesus on every Page.
Jesus is the Word become Flesh2, So getting to know the scriptures is getting
to know Jesus3.
We should find life4 in the pages – encouragement and Hope
Paul writes, For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning5, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope6.

We should find direction7 “Your Word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path8” –
the way to that life that Jesus offers.
By finding Jesus we will find some other things.
1Pet 1:22 tells us that obeying the scriptures leads to us Loving the brethren.
Psalm 119:9 asks the question, “How can a young man cleanse his way?” ‘In other words,
what can tame a young man’s lusts and corral his selfish passions? There are a thousand
shortcuts… pray for him, cast out the demon, slay him in the Spirit, get him into an
accountability group, hype him up with Christian music… But the Psalmist answers his own
query, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed to the Word of God.”9’ The
Bible is our only real help and hope.

Some have said that the amount you love the Bible is the amount you love Jesus. After all
John10 gives us one of Jesus’ names “The Word of God11.”
Essentially the Bible is a History book, it is His Story. So, if I cannot inspire you to delight
in Jesus as the centre of life and the Bible book I will have failed.

1

John 14:6

2

And the Word was made flesh, and tabernacled among us John 1:14

3

And if we truly believe all Scripture to be inspired and profitable, we will let the Bible speak for itself, and
trust it to set the agenda in our churches. A divine Book deserves an approach that honors the actual text.
4
Ye search the scriptures because you think you find life in them, it is them that testify of me John 5:39
5
As Paul says to Timothy, it’s “profitable!” In Acts 20, on the beach at Miletus, Paul breathed a sigh of relief
when he said to the elders of Ephesus, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.” Paul
believed it was his job to preach it all!
6
Rom 15:4
7
John 8:12 I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.
8
Ps 119:105
9
Sandy Adams: http://cc3.calvarychapel.com/resources/article/view/a-core-value-of-calvary-chapel-concerning-gods-word/
10
Revelation 19:11,13
11
Also the Word was God John 1:1-3
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The first book of the New Testament.
Testament can mean Covenant, but we use New Testament perhaps because Jesus is the
testator. Like a last will and testament, it becomes active by Death. We can gain the inheritance as
sons and daughters because Jesus has died activating this New Testament. Of course, He rose again
so that we can live with Him. Like a will, we gain the inheritance not because of what we have done
but because of what He stored up for us. Of course, we can only claim our part of this inheritance by
being adopted into his family.
It is called the New Testament, to distinguish it from that which was given by Moses, though this New
Testament will never grow old and out of date12. Not that it is not a replacement of the old. The Old
Testament ends with a lot of unexplained ceremonies, including sacrificial rituals, uncompleted
covenants and unfulfilled prophecies. The Old testament could be described like Watching the first of
the Lord of the Rings trilogy, The Fellowship of the Ring, it is unfinished, but in order for the last
movie “The Return of the King” to make sense we need to read the first book. Together the three
books form a complete story. Similarly the Bible is complete when we consider all 66 books within
the old and new testament.
The Four Gospels13, Gospel14 signifies good news, or glad tidings; and this history of Christ's coming
into the world to save sinners is, without doubt, the best news that ever came from heaven to earth;
the angel gave it this title, And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people15.
These four gospels were early and constantly received by the early church and read in Christian
assemblies16; they declared that neither more nor fewer than four gospels were received by the church.
In the third and fourth centuries other “gospels” appears in various sects, one under the name of St.
Peter, another of St. Thomas, another of St. Philip, however they never got much credit17.
Matthew18, whose name means "gift of the Lord," was a Jewish tax collector who left his work to
follow Jesus19. In Mark and Luke he is called by his other name, Levi. He is said to have written this
history about eight years after Christ's ascension.

There is some supporting evidence for this early writing for example;
Conspicuous NT Omissions20
• Nero’s persecutions after 64 A.D.
• Jewish Revolt against Romans, 66 A.D.
• The Destruction of Jerusalem, 70 A.D.

One of the most exciting biblical finds in modern times, was the discovery of some portions
of Matthews Gospel on parchment and dated to around 60AD. They are likely to have been
from a copy meaning that the original would have been written earlier. Since Jesus gave up

12

Matthew Henry: introduction to Matthew
Paul talks about “his Gospel” and I do not think he is refereeing to it as his alone but because he has choosen
to make his life a reflection of it.
13

14

Gospel is an old Saxon word; it is God's spell or word; and God is so called because he is good, Deus
optimus-God most excellent, and therefore it is a good word.
15

Luke 2:10-11
Writings of Justin Martyr and Irenaeus who lived around 150 AD
17
Matthew Henry: introduction to Matthew
18
Although the first Gospel is anonymous, the early church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew,
one of the 12 apostles, wrote it. Modern critical studies -- in particular those that stress Matthew's alleged
dependence on Mark have raised questions. Personally I believe that it supports the fact that the four Gospels
were written by eye witnesses because if two friends describe an event the descriptions will have similarities.
19
written by Matthew in polished Synagogue Greek the common language of the day
20
Luke and Acts specifically mention that Romans and Christians cohabit happily. This implies finished before
62AD.
16
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His life around 30AD this shows that Matthews Gospel is an accurate eye witness account or
the other eye witnesses would have restricted its use.
Also we can be assured that the events described has been checked21 by many other witnesses
of. In fact this applies to the whole of the New Testament. You can be confident that the
original document is accurate
The Gospels are all slightly different however together they for a whole. An example could
be the band “The Beatles.” The Beatles were four different people who played different parts
but put together we have music that moved a generation. Likewise the Gospels form a
Quartet, each writer wrote a different part but together they help us appreciate Jesus for who
He really was allowing us to be moved enough to move our generation.
I think that there is another aspect to these four parts. All of us are different and we my find
that we can relate to one Gospel more than the others. That is because the Bible is a love
story written for you (and me) and our Father wishes to relate to you, where you are and who
you are.
Matthew
Presents Jesus as The Messiah
Face
Lion
Genealogy
Focus: What
Jesus
Focus: Audience

Mark
A Servant
Ox
None:
A servant’s
genealogy is not
important

From Abraham:
Legal right
Said

Luke
The Son of Man
Man
From Adam:
Human Blood
line

Did

John
The Son of God
Eagle
From Eternity In the beginning was
the Word: Jesus is
the Pre-existent one

Felt

Was

Greek

Church

Jew
Roman
“Fulfilled” (38x)
129 Quotes or
“At once” (42x)
allusions from OT

“It came to pass”
(40x)

“Verily, Verlily”
(24x)

Temple
Illistration

City

Outer Court

Holy Place

Holy of Holies

First described
Miracle

Leper cleansed

Demon expelled

Demon expelled

Water turned to
wine

Jewish: shorthand
Sermons in detail

Peter's scribe:
Details only
Peter, James and
John saw

Doctor:
Detailed Medical
issues

Fisherman

Key Word

Author training

See the beginning of Chapter 8 for an extension to this table.

21

Three pieces of Codex- book with pages (written on front and back). 24 lines it supports Textus Receptus and
Vicente supports this over the ones that Hort pushed for. See for example https://heritagebbc.com/biblequestion-and-answer-archive-1/v-10-are-the-sinai-and-vatican-the-oldest-and-best-manuscripts/
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CHAPTER 1
1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his
brethren;
3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom
begat Aram;
4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat
Salmon;
5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat
Jesse;
6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had
been the wife of Urias;
7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;
8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;
9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;
10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;
11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away
to Babylon:
12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel
begat Zorobabel;
13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;
14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;
15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the
carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.
This passage is an exciting passage to start with.
We all remember John 3:16, because it is a pivotal scripture but there are other 3:16 verses
that are pivotal too.
2 Tim 3:16 says, "All Scripture is inspired (God Breathed) by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 that the man of God may
be adequate, equipped for every good work."
Sure, some scriptures take more digging than others. 2 Pet 3:16 says, "as also in all [Paul's]
letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which
the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own
destruction."
So let us see if Paul in writing to Timothy was right by saying that All scripture is G_d
breathed, good for teaching and training in righteousness.
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Firstly in this passage there are four women,
This passage would not be relaxing for the Jews of Jesus day. Women were second class
citizens in the society of Jesus day and so listing four women in this genealogy is significant.
So even though Matthew is focusing on the legal genealogy, which is the male line the
inclusion of Women highlights that in the kingdom of God Women are not second class but
as Paul writes, Joint heirs of the kingdom22.
So our first point from this passage is that Jesus was Counter Culture, He stood up for
Woman’s rights as equal to men.
Let us look at these Women that God lists in this passage, (the Women because there are
fewer to consider).
Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar23
Thamar pretended to be a prostitute and had Perez and Zerah by her father in law.
Even in todays free culture that would not be considered acceptable.
Salmon begat Booz of Rachab
Rachab was a Pagan prostitute24
Booz begat Obed of Ruth
Ruth was a Moabites, which were the worst possible enemies of Israel. In fact, they
were the lowest of the low.
• The Moabites originated from Lot committing incest with his oldest
daughter25.
• After the Israelites' exodus from Egypt, the Moabites tried to block the
Israelites' path to the Promised Land26.
• The Moabite king, Balak, tried to hire Balaam to curse Israel 27.
• During the time of the judges, the Moabites were the most hated of all of
the Israelites' enemies28.
David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;
David had an affair with Bathsheba and them had her husband murdered.
So our second point here is that the invitation to join God’s family is open to everyone.
Your past sin can be just that, past, Jesus died for everyone who is willing to accept His
way.
If God chose these people to be part of His heritage then everyone is welcome in His family,
if they choose to be. Christians in general are often ashamed of our past of feel that God will

22

Rom 8:17 if Children then heirs; … Joint–Heirs with Christ.
Gen 38
24
the Mishna shows that she may have Jewish roots
25
Genesis 19:32-37.)
26
Exodus 15:15
27
Numbers 22:1-41
28
Judges 3:12-30
23
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not bless me because of what I have done but this passage shows that nothing you have done
can separate you from the love in Jesus29.
I know this runs against the norm because we are so used to conditional “love”, people fall in
and out of Love. Step back and think of an ideal family, the parents love the kids no matter
how bad they behave. Sure bad behaviour causes pain but it does not stop the love. God is
the perfect Father and He loves you more than you can understand. As Romans 5 tells us,
while you were at your worst, He loved YOU enough to send Jesus to die for You, how much
more does He love You now that you are improving.
Now to the Legal lineage.
Firstly the genealogical records were stored in temple and even though the temple was sacked
in a number of wars. The first temple was even destroyed, but the genealogical records were
kept safe. However, Herod [the Great], burned all the genealogical records, thinking that he
might appear of noble origin if no one else were able to30. So I understand that no one today
can produce messianic genealogy, therefore not only was Jesus the Messiah, but he is the
only one that can be.
Matthew is laying down the claim to throne of David, the legal line of Jesus starting with
Abraham – the first Jew.
Firstly Perez was illegitimate and In Leviticus an illegitimate son prohibits31 inheritance until
the 10th generation. Exactly 10 generations later is King David32.
Another interesting thing that along the list a few names are left out.
So the first thing we need to realise is that Begat33 or ghen-nah means to bear or bring forth,
or conceive but not necessarily directly. “Father” and “son” in Hebrew does not necessarily
mean adjacent, so my grandson (if I had one) would also be “begotten” by me, since there is
no word for grandfather, or grandson.
Between Joram to Uzziah, there are 3 males omitted: Ahaziah, Joash and Amaziah34.
They were all involved with idolatry and were killed. God pronounced a curse on them
saying in Deut 29 that he would blot their names out35. So while we know about them, they
are blotted out of this genealogy.
Jer 22:30 gives us another challenge because here it announces a blood curse on these
idolaters saying that they would not prosper in their days and their seed cannot sit on David’s
throne. However, note in verse 16 it states that Joseph was Husband of Mary who begat
Jesus. Jesus was not the seed of Joseph, so the blood curse did not apply.

29

Rom 8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers_of_Jesus quoting Eusebius of Caesarea, Historia Ecclesiae, 1:7:11,
1:7:13–14
31
Deut 23:2
32
Ruth 4:18-22
33
Strongs G1080
34
Ahaziah 2Kings 8 and 9, Joash 2Kings 12 and Amaziah 2Kings 14
35
Also fulfilled literally the punishing of the 3rd and 4th generations
30
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Jeconiah, was the last of David’s line to sit on the Throne. Remember the blood curse on his
line. Jesus will be the next person to sit on David’s throne.
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Luke 1:31-33
What about the Legal right?
So for us to be precise Jer 22:30 requires a virgin birth, because the Messiah had to be of this
lineage but not of the male seed. In Luke’s Genealogy, Luke uses the word Nomizo rather
than begot, which means reckoned by law.
Way back when the Israelites entered the promised land there was a man who had only
daughters and when the land was divided up, it was given to the sons. This was unfair and
Moses asked God who gave an exception to law of inheritance36. Simply put the Father of
bride can adopt the groom so that his inheritance is passed via his daughter.
Jesus had the legal inheritance as Luke uses Nomizo – reckoned by Law.
Adam was banished from the garden and all his seed. Adam’s sin was passed onto Adam’s
seed ( the male line). but Jesus was not a man’s seed, He was from God. Only two men were
not from man’s seed, Adam and Jesus. This same applies to
So the next thing this passage shows is that God is precise in His Word. God says what
He means and means what He says.
We have a habit of reinterpreting the Bible to suit us or stating “this passage does not really
mean that”. One thing that I really want you to remember G_d is precise in His Word. God
says what He means and means what He says.

Every detail— even in the regulations of the Torah—are there by
deliberate design; and always point to Christ!
Considering genealogies,
Matthew genealogy Jesus has Royal right to David's throne, Luke gives us the racial right
through Mary.
However in Genesis 5 we have Adams genealogy,
4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat
sons and daughters:
5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.
6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:
7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and
daughters:
36

Exception for father with daughters only Num 27:1-11, Joshua 17:3-6, Ezra 2:61, Neh 7:63 Num 32:41, 1Chr
2:21-23, 34-35
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8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.
In this genealogy note the “He Died.” Adam’s sin brought death
When we look to Jesus' genealogy, it is Filled with begot – brought life.
So this passage also shows us that Jesus came to bring life and reverse the curse of death
on Adams descendants.

Which brings me to the next thing that is interesting.
The last verse that we read stated that there were 14 generations between the major players. I
assume that you counted.37
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Judas
Phares
Esrom
Aram
Aminadab
Naasson
Salmon
Booz

12

Obed
13 Jesse
David the
14
King

Solomon
Roboam
Abia
Asa
Josaphat
Joram
Ozias
Joatham
Achaz
Ezekias
Manasses
Amon
Josias

Salathiel
Zorobabel
Abiud
Eliakim
Azor
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob
Joseph the Husband of
Mary
Jesus Christ

Jechonias

Oops, something is missing.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
So we are in Christ Jesus
1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
So we are in Christ Jesus but we are also a generation.
There is another important principle in Bible study, do not make a judgement on one witness,
In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true (ESV)38.

37
38

Thanks to Bryen Gaskel for showing me this.
John 8:17, Deut 19:15, 2Cor 13:1, Matt 18:16
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Psa 22:30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.
Psa 22:31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be
born, that he hath done this.

So we, those who have accepted Jesus are the last generation in this genealogy. Hidden
in this list of names is the very fact that you and I are adopted into G_d’s family. Isn’t
that awesome.
Lastly a bit of maths for those who are good at statistics.
This is the genealogy of Jesus Christ as found in Matthew 1:1-11 (in Greek)!
• The number of words is divisible by 7, evenly.
• The number of letters is divisible by 7, evenly.
• The number of vowels and the number of consonants is divisible by 7.
• The number of words that begin with a vowel is divisible by 7.
• The number of words that begin with a consonant is divisible by 7.
• The number of words that occur more than once is divisible by 7.
• The number of words that occur in more than one form is divisible by 7.
• The number of words that occur in only one form is divisible by 7.
• The number of nouns is divisible by 7.
• Only 7 words are not be nouns.
• The number of names are divisible by 7.
• There are Only 7 other kinds of nouns.
• The number of male names is divisible by 7.
1 chance in 97 trillion
This is Numerical signature can be found all over the Bible. With the number seven being
considered to be the number of completeness. The numeric occurs all over the text in a
consistent way and in a frequency that coincidence cannot possibly explain.39
So this passage also shows that it has to have been written by an intelligence way beyond our
own.
FC Payne wrote to the Noble research institute with a paper proving that the Bible had to
have been written by G_d Himself. They wrote back stating, “We cannot fault your
findings.” He wrote a very interesting little book called “The Seal of G_d” listing his proofs.
I personally am convinced that the Bible can be proved to be the Word of G_d. There are a
number of other ways that you can do this.
1. The author had to be outside of time. The Bible predicts with astounding accuracy
future events, quite apart from Jesus’ life the predictions on the destruction of
Jerusalem saved the lives of the Christians there while over a Million Jews were
killed. The rise and fall of nations etc have all been predicted to an accuracy that
makes sceptics come up with very creative ways to try and minimise the truth.
• The authentication of Christ over 300 detailed specifications;
Daniel “70 Weeks” undeniable).

39

Chuck Missler: Matthew Commentary.

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

13

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

After Alexander’s death, Israel endures being a buffer zone between the struggles between the
two dynasties of Ptolemy and Seleucus. These “400 silent years” between the OT and NT are
detailed in advance with such accuracy that skeptics have attempted to “late date” Daniel…

2. The Bible has been authored by an intelligence way beyond our own. Within the text
there are codes which had to have been put there intentionally. They do not give us
new meanings but do support the text. For example Psalm 22 which is considered the
Messianic psalm has Jesus name, Jesus is Messiah, his cross, hands pierced, salvation
etc all hidden through the text.
3. The consistency of the message across the different books. The Bible was written
over thousands of years by at least 40 different people but the message is consistent
and supportive. One writer states something and this is supported by a different
perspective by a different writer from a different culture.
4. “Hidden meanings” The names of the first people in the Genealogy describes the
Christian doctrine. The Jewish scribes would never have put it there but G_d did.
I agree with the Jewish rabbis who expressed their lofty confidence in Scripture. “When
Messiah comes, He will not only interpret the passages for us, He’ll interpret the very words.
He’ll even interpret the letters. In fact, He will even interpret the spaces between the letters!”
These rabbis believed that the Bible was God-breathed down to the very spaces between the
letters. Like Jesus, they trusted every jot and every tittle40.
18 ¶ Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick
example, was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins.
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him,
and took unto him his wife:
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his
name JESUS.
Jesus is the only person who could select His entire genealogy. The parents Jesus selected
weren't rich, or highly skilled but they were compassionate, humble, loved God and followed
His calling.
That tells me a whole lot about what G_d considers important.
Compassion,
Humility,
Love God
Obedience to His calling.

40

Sandy Adams : an Exhortation for Calvery Chapel Pastors
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I am amazed at both Mary and Joseph’s faith. G_d through an angel told Mary she would be
pregnant and despite the risk to her marriage and life she said “let it be as you have said.”
Joseph clearly did not believe Mary and was going to divorce Mary (according to the Law, if
Joseph’s thoughts were correct she should have been stoned to death). Joseph put aside his
concerns to be obedient to G_d’s call. Would I be that obedient?
Before we go further please note the little word “Till.” Mary was not a perpetual virgin but
only until Jesus was born. The scriptures also talk about Jesus brothers and sisters41.
The Virgin Birth: a fact that has been attacked by many. Acts 20:29 tells us that there will be
grievous wolves within the flock and this is a warning to us all that we need to do our
homework. Remember that narrow is the way that leads to life and few there be that find it.
There are all manner of people out there today who provide clever arguments, quick moving
videos and technical jargon to persuade us that things are not as they appear in a simple
reading of the biblical text. While as Christians we need to focus on Jesus not on the
naysayers however we do need to recognise that these attacks are real and common, often by
well meaning people who have been duped themselves.
In Isaiah we have the prophecy of Jesus’ birth. Now most modern translations have it as,
“This shall be the sign, a young woman shall give birth42.” Now what kind of a sign is a
young woman giving birth43. The translation of the word Alma as Young Woman, was done
by Idesius who I understand stated that he does not believe in miracles and therefore the word
must mean “young woman44.” Sadly such alterations which try to reduce the miracle of
Jesus are common45.
Now there is another principle that we as Christians need to keep in mind. No important
Biblical doctrine is reliant on only one verse. This is a very point and a significant help to
keep yourself from following false teaching. Every important Biblical doctrine can be found
described by at least two biblical writers.
• Here Matthew is quoting from Isaiah 7:14 in Greek. The Greek word being used
can only be translated as Virgin.
• Other New Testament references are Luke 1:27 and 34
• In the Old Testament it is a little harder, we mentioned Isaiah 7:14 which uses the
word Almah, and the Septuagint46 which was translated by 70 of the best Jewish
scholars in the third century BC translates Almah as Virgin in Greek.
• I mentioned Psalm 22 and the hidden text, well the virgin birth is among the
hidden text in Psalm 22.
• In Genesis 3:15 G_d talks about the seed of a Woman crushing Satan’s head.
That is contradictory to biology and grammer. So this messianic prophecy
requires a Virgin birth.
• Another scripture is Jeremiah 22:30 which describes the blood curse on Jechonia
which means that for Jesus to be of the Royal line he needs to be born of a virgin.
41

Mark 6:3, Matt 13:55-56, Mark 3:31-32, Gal 1:19, 1Cor 9:5
Isa 7:14
43
It has been argued that it does not matter as at that time Israel 99% of young girls were virgins – we will see
why next week. Of course today most marriages are not undertaken by virgins.
44
Chuck Missler
45
In the preface to some modern Bible translations you will find that the aim is to publish a translation that is
non-offensive to the participating religious denominations, rather than to remain true to G_d.
46
The Majority Text
42
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So we have four references in the Old Testament and 3 in the New proclaiming that Jesus
was born of a virgin – the number of completeness 7.
The very definition of the Gospel is given in 1Cor 15:1-4 and it includes this key fact: “that
Jesus died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” Not just that He died and rose again, but
that it met all the specifications spelled out over the centuries.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this. Isaiah 9:6,7
I want to consider one other point raised here, He was to be called Jesus. Jesus means
YHWH (Jehovah) saves.
Today we see people looking for a sporting hero to boost our self esteem, a leader to resolve
poverty, a military leader to stop terrorism, a doctor to heal diseases or a genius to resolve
Crime. G_d sent us a Savour.
You see our real need is to have sin resolved – the rest will follow, but if we do not resolve
sin, no solution to the other difficulties we have will be lasting. So knowing that G_d sent us
a saviour, what are we looking for in Jesus?
•
•
•
•

A healer to heal our aches and pains?
A provider to resolve our finances?
A support for our emotional needs?
A blesser to make us look good?

I want to suggest that as hard as it may be, we need to look to Jesus primarily as a saviour and
be honest about our need to be Sanctified - made clean – a process that is called the Christian
walk.
I was reading a physiological paper and it listed 7 needs that humans have, provisions, health,
a purpose etc. When we accept Jesus as our saviour, G-d will become our Father and in the
Old testament G_d presents himself with 7 covenant names. These covernant names teach us
about G_d’s provision for us as His adopted Children. What is interesting these covernant
names match the human needs listed in that medical article I read of human needs.
1. JEHOVAH-JIREH = The Lord is our PROVIDER (Genesis 22)
2. JEHOVAH ROPHE = The Lord your HEALER’ (Exodus 15:26)
3. JEHOVAH NISSI = The Lord is my BANNER. Our need is Belonging (Ex 17:15)
4. JEHOVAH ROHI = The Lord is my Shepherd. Guidance (Psalm 23:1)
5. JEHOVAH TSIDKENU = The Lord our Righteousness Pleasures Jer23:5,6; 33:15,16
6. JEHOVAH SHAMMAH = The Lord is THERE - Company (Ezekiel 48:35).
7. JEHOVAH SHALOM = The Lord our PEACE (Judges 6:24)
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Jesus of course fulfils all of our needs, not necessarily wants (until we align our desires to
those of our loving Father rather than for our pleasures47). Jesus will provide for all our
needs if we will just follow him as Lord.

If we stand back and consider the Bible as a whole, it starts with the marriage of Adam and
Eve. The New Testament starts with the marriage of Mary and Joseph and Jesus first miracle
was at a wedding. The Bible ends with the marriage of the Lamb.
Throughout the Bible weddings are important to G_d. Think of Ruth a book all about the
marriage of Ruth – and it is a key to understanding the Church. Or Song of Solomon a book
about the act of marriage.
So I want to start next week by telling you about Jewish marriage because it tells us a whole
lot about Jesus and how he relates to us;

"And I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me in
righteousness and in justice, in lovingkindness and in compassion, and I
will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the Lord."
Hosea 2:19-20

Introduction:
Only when you understand the wedding customs of the Bible can you begin to appreciate
the rich imagery of our salvation in Christ and our marriage to Christ as his virgin bride.
It should also be noted that this imagery applies to Isreael who is G_d the Fathers wife.
Unfortunately, she has played the harlot. Ezekiel 16:8 “Now when I passed by you, and
looked upon you, behold, your time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over you,
and covered your nakedness: yea, I swore unto you, and entered into a covenant with you,
says the Lord Jehovah, and you became mine48”. But Jeremiah 3:20 states that as a wife
departs from her husband, so have you (Isreal), delt with me, says Jehovah (YHWH)
1. The three "C" of bible weddings: Contract, Consummation, Celebration
Contract
Originally Fathers would choose the spouse for their Children.
Take for example Abraham who sent his servant to choose a wife for Isaac. Isaac not
only did not choose his bride, but he did not even meet her before the contract had been
agreed.
This was not always the case sometimes the Girl and the Boy would ask their parents.
The view here is that the Parents, with experience, knew what was best for their children.
The parents were no looking for short term excitement but were looking for someone to
compliment and be compatible with their Children for the rest of their lives.
My wife and I are very different and if G_d had not brought us together I doubt we would
have got together. These differences cause frustration and friction; however, they also
47
48

James 4:3
Jer 31:31-34 describes the restoring of Isreael “Although I was a husband unto them…”
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make us stronger together as we can compliment each other. For example, my wife is
extremely caring and considerate of other people’s feelings while I am more “get the job
done.” There are times when her way is far more important than mine, but also times
when people will take offence no matter what we do, and we just need to get the job done.
She is amazing with her words, I am good with my hands, etc. Together we are stronger
and can achieve far more. When the Kids need help with home work one of us can help
as our different abilities cover most of the spectrum. G_d knew far better that we did
about who would compliment eash of us in the long term.
Love, as is usually spoken about in our culture, was recognized to be able to be nurtured.
I think that this is one of the real problems with modern society, people do not realize that
Love can be nurtured to grow or stifled to die, it is up to us. The Greeks had a number of
words for Love, Eros – passionate physical desire, Philo – Brotherly love, and Agape – a
decision to seek the best in the other person.
A long term marriage is based on Agape love – a commitment to honor the other person.
The Philo love will follow as respect is kindled. The Eros love will come and go in the
seasons of life and can be nurtured or destroyed.
When the parents have agreed to the marriage of their children a "ketubbah" contract
(Creating the marriage bond) was signed by the two fathers or the brides father and the
groom if old enough.
The ketubbah (plural is ketubboth) was a legally binding document whose primary
purpose was to protect the bride, even though she did not even sign it. The father of
the bride (who signed it) would use his wisdom to look out for the best interests of
his daughter. It should be noted that while it was the father who signed the
document the bride was usually consulted. See Gen 24:57 and 58.
The groom and the father of the bride would negotiate a legal document with conditions
that clearly laid out:
a. The "Dowry": money to be paid to the brides father by the groom: “Ask me
ever so much bridal payment and gift, and I will give according as you say to
me; but give me the girl in marriage.” (Genesis 34:12)
b. The "Bride Price": The bride price was usually set at 50 shekels of silver and
was a cash penalty for divorce (divorce without cause).
c. The bride's Estate Inventory: An accounting of assets (cash, property,
livestock, businesses etc.) the bride contributed to the new husband's estate
when she married him.
d. Just like today's legal documents, the ketubah was signed in triplicate where
the father, the groom each got a copy and a third one was "filed" with the
court (synagogue) with a seal to be broken only by a judge.
e. Many copies of ancient Ketubboth have been unearthed through archeology.
Since Jewish marriages were sealed when the father of the bride and the groom
signed the “ketubbah”, the "dating" (get to know you stage) began after they were
"married".
When the groom and the father of the bride signed the ketubbah, the couple was
100% legally married and a legal divorce was required to dissolve the "betrothal".
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The new couple do not cohabitat, in fact they could still be children. It of course was
assumed that they were both virgins and would remain so until the ceremony.
A biblical example is Mary and Joseph. In Matthew we see that they were
betrothed, were still virgins and needed a divorce to separate49. “Now the birth of
Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed [ketubah] to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And
Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to
divorce her away secretly.”
After the signing of the ketubbah, if they were old enough, the Bride and groom would
toast each other.
Now that the couple are betrothed, each partner would prepare for their life together. The
Groom would build a house for them to live in and save up the Bride price. The bride to
be would make the bedding and other garments. She would also often under go beauty
treatments.
After this there is a delay usually at least a year to prove that the bride is not pregnant.
The next stage is the Consummation : chuppah
The Chuppah which means Protection or covering, has undergone a gradual evolution of
meaning. It began as the "virginity cloth" that lay under the bride when she consummated the
marriage. Then the cloth changed its position from under the bride on the bed, to over the bride
on the bed as a canopy. Then it came to symbolize the room metaphorically and finally the
sheet was moved from over the couple's bed in a private bedroom, out in public as a four posted
canopy over the bridal couple at the modern wedding ceremony. So the sheet began under the
bride in private, then over the bridal couple in public.

When the groom has been able to raise the money as set out in the ketubbah contract he
notifies the father of the bride. This would normally also include the construction of the
house for the couple or an extra room in the groms fathers house. The bride and her
maidens wait for the arrival of the groom and his companions.
The groom has been preparing for this and so will be eager to be with his wife. He may
be romantic and steal his bride away. Note that while the bride knows roughly how
progress is going, she does not know exactly when it will take place. I am sure her
friends will tell her that the roof is on in her new home and her father will probably be
proud to say that he has been paid the bride price. However, it is the groom’s father who
decides when the couples house is completed. The groom’s father may go in to the
house and say, son you need an extra room for your children which are to come, or the
floor covering is not up to your new bride.
When the father of the groom states that the house is dready the Groom may gather his
best mates, we would call them best men now. He then rides to his brides house, the
best man would blow a trumpet and shout, behold the groom comes – so all those around
can cheer the couple on. The groom rushes in and steals his bride away back to the new
house followed by the best men and brides maids.

49

Matt 1:18-19
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The couple enters the chuppah room and consummates the marriage while the
companions of the bride and groom wait and celebrate outside or in the next room.
The groom hands the bloodied "proof of virginity cloth" to the witnesses, perhaps up to
ten friends. It was kept by the father of the brides parents as proof of her virginity50.
The couple remain secluded in their chuppah room as they get to know each other, it could be for
seven days. During this time the family and friends would gather for the next stage the
celebration.

If the wife got pregnant before the chuppah (formal stage two consummation ceremony)
it was acceptable, and the child was not considered a bastard. However, this left the bride
vulnerable to future accusations of not being a virgin, since she would have no "virginity
cloth". (This is the case of Mary, when she told Joseph she was pregnant.) In Deut 22 we
see the appropriate law. If a man wanted to divorce his wife and claimed that she was
not a virgin when they married, if there was not chuppah (virginity cloth) then the law
says that she should be stoned to death. If, however the Chuppah was presented to the
elders, the man would be chastised and fined 100 sheckels of silver51.
Celebration
After consummation, there is the wedding feast. A huge celebration that can last for days.
This ancient ritual is seen from the time of Abraham, right down to the first century,
including Rebekah and Jocob’s marriages to Leah and Rachel for example.

Let me summarise:
Culture
First there is a ketubah. A contract is
signed

The bride price paid.
The groom toasts the bride and says, I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine
until all is fulfilled
The bride gets herself ready

Jesus
For I (Paul) am jealous for you with a godly jealousy;
for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I
might present you as a pure virgin.” (2 Corinthians
11:2)52
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body. 1Cor 6:2053
I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father's kingdom." Matt 26:29 54NIV
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, that He might present to
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy
and blameless.” (Ephesians 5:25–27)

50

This custom continues in some places in the Near East. (New Bible Dictionary, Marriage)
Deuteronomy 22:13–21
52
See also Isaiah 54:5, Hosea 2:19-20, 2:14-17, Jer 2:2, Eph 5:31-32, John 3:29, Rom 7, Genesis 34:12, 1 Cor
7:38, Gen 24:33; 51-53; 57-58, Gen 29:15-19, 27
53
See also 1Cor 7:23, 1Peter 1:18, Rev 5:9, Mark 10:45
54
LK 22:18, Mark 14:25
51
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The bride prepares her wedding
garments – fine white linen

Rev. 19:7-8 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints.
While the groom goes and prepares a
In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it
place for the couple
were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a
place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am,
there you may be also. John 14:2-3
When the father determins that the
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
time is right
angels of heaven, but My Father only. Matt 24:3655
The best man blows the trumpet
And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a
shouting the bridegroom comes
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Matt
24:3156
The groom supprises the bride stealing I Thessalonians 4:13-18:. For the Lord himself shall
her away, while the brides maids
descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the
follow.
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first; then we that are alive, that are left,
shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these
words57.
Then there is the chuppah. The couple “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend
go away for a seven while they
of the bridegroom, who stands [outside the chuppah
consummate their marriage. The
room] and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the
witnesses stand outside listening for
bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been made
the cry of joy and the proof of
full.” (John 3:29)
virginity cloth.
The bloodied cloth shows that she was Christ supplies His saving blood as a substitute for our
righteous
own virgin blood that we lack (because we were
spiritual harlots) on our wedding night. Before we were
saved, we were worthless "harlots" who had lost our
virginity. A woman found not to be a virgin on her
wedding night was put to death. Christ allows us to
experience a kind of "virginity recaptured" through his
blood. Heb 13:12 we have been made Holy through
Christs blood58.
And finally the celebration. All the
Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for
friends gather for a feast
the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has
made herself ready.” It was given to her to clothe herself
in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write,
55

Mark 13:26-31, Acts 1:7, 1Thes 5:1-2
1 Thes 4:16, John 5:28,29
57
Parable of Ten Virgins (Mark 25:1-13, Matt 25:1-13) see also Matt 24:36
58
Rev 1:5 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood. Rev 7:14 They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb. Rom 5:9 we have now been justified by His blood.
56
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‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.’ ” And he said to me, “These are
true words of God.”” (Revelation 19:7–9)59

I want to have a look at Mary and Joseph now because the commitment that they displayed to
God is amazing.
Firstly Mary,
“Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke
1:34–35)

Mary agrees to the Angels proclamation even though she is in a binding betrothal with
Joseph. She would have known that she could be stoned to death for being pregnant.
If Joseph is kind and lets her off the marriage quetly she will not be able to marry
because other will think she has been a prostitute.
Even is Joseph does not find out and the child is born 9 months after her
consummation with Joseph she won’t have proof of virginity. This will bring her
ridicule and means that Joseph would be able to divorce her at anytime without
recompence.
Mary was literally laying down her life in G_d’s hands.
Joseph was described as a "righteous man" when he found out that Mary was pregnant, not from
him even though they were betrothed.
a. He did not want to disgrace her even though he believed she was an adulterer.
b. He was going to divorce her secretly by merely handing her the "get" (divorce paper)
without making an accusation of adultery.
c. This meant that Joseph was required to return the inventory of assets the bride had
brought into the marriage and pay the "bride price" to her father.
d. He was righteous because he had grounds to accuse her, "get even with her" as is the
motive in many divorces, keep her inventory of assets and not have to pay the 50
shekel bride price.
e. Joseph had everything to gain by openly accusing her and it cost him much to divorce
her secretly.
f. How many divorcing spouses would give up a solid, winnable legal position in
court and adopt the losing position, merely to protect the reputation of their
“unfaithful” spouse at great personal financial disaster?
Joseph had two choices:
Choice
Whose reputation Who got the
Joseph pays 50
was harmed?
bride's dowry
shekel fine?
Choice 1: divorce Mary's reputation
Joseph kept the
Joseph doesn't
Mary for cause
harmed
dowry for himself have to pay.
Choice 2: divorce Joseph's reputation
Joseph gave the
Joseph must pay
Mary for no cause harmed
dowry back to
50 shekels.
secretly
Mary
Would you make the same choice Joseph did?

59

See also John 2:1-11, Matt 22:1-14 and Gen 29:27-28
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CHAPTER 2
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him.
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him.
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born.
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda:
for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently
what time the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship
him also.
9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
First a few odd facts:
• Notice how this passage does not say how many wise men. There could have been
10. Yes there were three gifts but these have meaning; Gold a symbol of Kingship,
Frankincense a symbol of deity and Myrrh a symbol of death. Jesus is our King and
He is our God. However, for us to enter His kingdom He needed to Die for us.
• The Star and the Maji, might not have gone to Bethlehem. The star went over where
the young child was, so Jesus could have been a year old. (Later Herod kills all the
children under 2 implying that he was not looking for a newborn baby.) Note also
verse 11, they went into the house. Also the fact that the Maji returned home via
another way evading Herods plan to find out where Jesus was might also imply that
Jesus had perhaps gone to Josephs home in Nazereth.
• The Maji would have travelled about 700km from Persia so the star was shining for at
least a month.
• Jesus was born in BC. There is some debate with dates ranging from 6BC to 1BC60. I
was taught that Jesus was born in 4 BC due to a calculating error when the calander
was created. I have not researched this.
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?”
Note first question in the Old Testament, Adam where are you? I might rephrase this
as, Where is the one who brought death.
The first question in New Testament is, Where is he that is Born King of the Jews. I
might rephrase this as, Where is the One who brings Life?

60

One theory by Steve Rudd: If Herod the Great died shortly after the total lunar eclipse of 10 January 1 BC,
then Christ was born in 1-3 BC, Josephus said in Antiquities 17.167: "But Herod deprived this Matthias of the
high priesthood, and burnt the other Matthias, who had raised the sedition, with his companions, alive. And
that very night there was an eclipse of the moon. But now Herod’s distemper greatly increased upon him after
a severe manner, and this by God’s judgment upon him for his sins:". 2 BC would also favor Friday Nisan 14, 33
AD as the day Christ was crucified.
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Jesus came so that we might have life and life abundance61
This chapter starts with Jesus, like everything, Jesus is and should be first and last and in
everything we do. Then there are three groups just like in the world today;
1. King Herod, he opposed Jesus and lied in order to persecute.
2. We also have the religious people, they are not really interested in Jesus, just
in their beliefs.
3. We also have those that came to worship, the Wise men and women.
Which will we be? That sounds easy and the very fact that you are here implies that you
have chosen the right path- not saying I am perfect - but the fact that you are choosing to
study the Word means that you are wise. Jesus is the Word become flesh. However, if I am
honest about my walk there have been times when I have strayed into the other camps. I
have said things that have hurt the reputation of other Christians, I have ignored moves of the
spirit, because they did not fit my timetable or I did not like the people running the program.
Even as I prepared this, I thought of some of my motivations in this last week that have not
been right. I can say that as I walk the walk I am improving, I am becoming more Christ like.
I still have a long way to go, but I am allowing Christ to grow in me.
There is a story of a man who went to heaven and was surprised by the people who were
there, people he had rejected. The man couldn’t say anything because they were all surprised
he was there.

Let us start with King Herod
I find it interesting that Herod immediately calls the Chief Priests and scribes to demand from
them where the Messiah will be born. Herod did not believe but he knew that the Chief
Priests and scribes had the truth. There had been no significant prophet or spiritual leader for
400 years and yet even Herod knew that the scriptures held the answers to life.
There is more than enough evidence to show Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Unfortunately, the worlds biggest turn off are religeuos people.
Religion is considered to be merely a Sunday activity for most. How can we change that,
what could we do to live a life that demonstrates to people around us that Jesus is the answer
to every question?
This challenge is my challenge, am I living a life that makes people around me seek
the answers to life in Jesus? Will you join me in this challenge?
Notice that Herod and all Jerusalem were troubled. G_d brings events into peoples lives that
reveals wrong thinking. Outside of Jesus people are looking for truth, looking for a rock they
can build their life on and looking for meaning. It is just that humans tend to look for easy
and quick solutions.
Now we need to know a bit more about the politics of the day to understand why Herod and
Jerusalem were troubled.

61

John 10:10, Jer 29:11, Matt 6:33
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Firstly, Herod was said to be 4’ 4” with a short man’s complex, who killed his wife and sons
because he thought they may have been plotting against him. Because he knew that no one
liked him he ordered that most of the Jewish leadership were to be killed after his death so
that people would morn. (Fortunately, the order was not carried out.) Ceasar Augustus said
that it was safer to be a pig in Herod’s household than to be his son.
Secondly Israel was situated between two major nations. Let me read from a summary that
Chuck Missler wrote.
Pompey, the first Roman conqueror of Jerusalem, in 63 B.C. had attacked the
Armenian outpost of Parthia. In 55 B.C. Crassus led Roman legions in sacking
Jerusalem and in a subsequent attack on Parthia proper. The Romans were decisively
defeated at the battle of Carrhae with the loss of 30,000 troops, including their
commander. The Parthians counterattacked with a token invasion of Armenia, Syria,
and Palestine.
Nominal Roman rule was re-established under Antipater, the father of Herod, who
retreated before another Parthian invasion in 40 B.C. Mark Antony re-established
Roman sovereignty in 37 B.C. and, like Carssus before him, also embarked on a
similarly ill-fated Parthian expedition. His disastrous retreat was followed by another
wave of invading Parthians, which swept all Roman opposition completely out of
Palestine (including Herod himself who fled to Alexandria and then to Rome). With
Parthian collaboration, Jewish sovereignty was restored, and Jerusalem was fortified
with a Jewish garrison.
Herod, by this time, secured from Augustus Caesar the title of “King of the Jews.”
However, it was not for three years (including a five-months siege by Roman troops)
that the king was able to occupy his own capital city. Herod had thus gained the
throne of a rebellious buffer state that was situated between two mighty contending
empires. At any time, his own subjects might conspire in bringing the Parthians to
their aid. At the time of Christ’s birth, Herod may have been close to his final illness.
Augustus was also aged; and Rome, since the retirement of Tiberius, was without any
experienced military commander. Pro-Parthian Armenia was fomenting revolt against
Rome (which was successfully accomplished within two years). The time was ripe for
another Parthian invasion of the buffer provinces.
Herod was fearful that his rule would end. The fortress of Massada and others like it were
built in case of an invasion, to give Herod somewhere safe till Rome came to rescue him. He
also knew that as an Idumaean – descendant of Esau - he was unliked and would never be
accepted, so a Jewish revolt supported by the Persians would most likely mean the Romans
being defeated again.
So the sudden appearance in Jerusalem of the Magi, probably traveling in force with
imaginable oriental pomp and accompanied by adequate calvary escort to insure their safe
penetration of Roman territory, certainly alarmed Herod and the populace of Jerusalem.
Herod’s reaction was understandably one of fear when one considers the background of
Roman-Parthian rivalry that prevailed during his lifetime. Those in Jerusalem would also
fear an attack.
Their information makes Herod even more nervous as the Jewish population did not like him
being their ruler, he was appointed by Rome, and he was also Idumaean. So the Maji request
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of Herod, regarding the one “who has been born king of the Jews,” was a insult to Herod who
had contrived and bribed his way into that office.
Herod being more interested in his physical status, did his best to stamp out Jesus. We still
see this atitude today and sadly we also see it in the church. People who want to keep the
status quo or their position, will stamp out moves of the Holy Spirit, prevent gifted ones from
fulfilling their ministry and undermine good works. We see the elevating of “friends” and
like yes people to leadership rather than the called.
Revivals have only happened when people have been humble and let G_d have glory and the
let G_d direct the believers. We need to make sure that Jesus is our focus, not My ministry
or My position.

The next players are the Scribes and Pharisees.
These religious leaders knew the Truth and they quoted from Micah 5:2, thou Bethlehem, in
the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
It is interesting that the next phrase in Micah is whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.
“...from everlasting”: These religious leaders knew that this baby who the Maji had come to
worship was the pre-existent one. The very one who had created the earth and all that is on
it!
These people knew the Truth well enough to understand the subtleties and know where the
Messiah would be born. So why did they not go and see?
They followed the letter of the Law, today we would see them as consistent, faithful church
members. They come every week, attend home group and don’t cause trouble. They know
the bible better than most. The sad bit is that there is no fire within them and very little
action. In Revelation Jesus describes people like this as Luke Warm and making Him Sick.
Please don’t be like them if we are really going to see G_d move in us we need to be “All in”.
I am not saying that you have to attend every church function, it is not about business or
religious works. It is about putting Jesus first, it is about our salvation working out of us62 in
obedience, as Paul wrote or as James said, show your faith by your works63.
There is another thing about these leaders that I am surprised about;
In Genesis 49, Jacob prophesies over each of the twelve tribes. Among these seemingly
cryptic riddles, the best-known one concerns the royal tribe of Judah:
The Scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Genesis 49:10
The term “scepter” refers to their tribal identity and the right to apply and enforce Mosaic
Laws and adjudicate capital offenses: The term “Shiloh” was understood by the early rabbis
and Talmudic authorities as referring to the Messiah. It is significant that even in their 7062
63

Philippians 2:12
James 2:18
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year Babylonian captivity (606 - 537 B.C.) the tribes retained their tribal identity and their
own judges. They could pronounce and execute the death penalty on a murderer.
In 6-7 A.D., King Herod’s son and successor, Herod Archelaus64 was dethroned and banished
to Vienna. He was replaced by a Roman Procurator named Caponius. The legal power of the
Sanhedrin was immediately restricted and judging of capital cases was only done by Roman
judges which was normal Roman policy. This transfer of power is mentioned in the Talmud
and by Josephus65.
When the members of the Sanhedrin found themselves deprived of their right to issue the
death penalty, they covered their heads with ashes and their bodies with sackcloth, and
bemoaned, “Woe unto us for the scepter has departed from Judah and the Messiah has not
come!”
Despite telling the Maji were to find the Messiah only 10 or so years before, here they
actually thought that the Torah, the Word of God, had failed!
The scepter had, indeed, been removed from Judah, but Shiloh had come. While the Jews
wept in the streets of Jerusalem, a young son of a carpenter was growing up in Nazareth.
Exactly as predicted66.
I stand back in amazement that the religious leaders who could quote the Old Testament, yet
they missed the very Messiah that they were looking for. The only thought that I can think of
is that their prejudice about what the Messiah should be, blinded them to who He really was.
We need to be open to what the scriptures really say rather than what we want them to say.
Much of what Jesus is about to do is also predicted with the same accuracy. A World Leader
will shortly come and try to change our focus off the pre-existent one. The world will soon
be in for a series of surprises, but we have the answer, Jesus. As we will read in Matthew 24,
if it were possible even the very elect will be deceived by the signs and wonders. I really do
not want to be one of these religious types who are deceived. I want to be one of the elect
who stay true to my saviour, by watching in prayer and reading studying the truth.
How about the third group the Maji.
How many of you have stood back and asked, how do a group of astrologers see a star and
conclude that it means that the “King of the Jews has been born?”
Firstly who were the Maji?

64

Archelaus was the second son of Herod the Great, the older having been murdered by Herod along with other
family members.
65

After the death of the procurator Festus, when Albinus was about to succeed him, the high priest Ananius considered it a
favorable opportunity to assember the Sanhedrin. He therefore caused James, the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ,
and several others, to appear before this hastily assembled council, and pronounced upon them the sentence of death by
stoning. All the wise men and strict observers of the law who were at Jerusalem expressed their disapprobation of this
act...Some even went to Albinus himself, who had departed to Alexandria, to bring this breach of the law under his
observation, and to inform him that Aranius had acted illegally in assembling the Sanhedrin without the Roman authority.
66

Chuck Missler
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In Jewdaism the religious leaders and the political leaders were separated, Jesus was the first
King and priest. The Magi however had political and religious67 roles in the Persian kingdom.
These Maji were from the upper house of the council of the Magistanes (Where the word
magistrates comes from ) whose duties included the absolute choice and election of the king
of the realm. It was therefore a group of Persian-Parthian “king makers” who entered
Jerusalem (most likely with a small army for protection).
Their religion was from Babylon and this was where Daniel was taken as a captive some 600
or so years earlier. Daniel had a vision which included the exact timing of the Messiah, “483
years after the command to rebuild Jerusalem”68. As the appointed leader of the Maji in
those days, Daniel would have taught the Torah. So these Pagans knew that the Messiah was
coming and were looking for a sign.
These Maji were also Astrologers, they studied the stars. In news papers and some
magazines there is an astrology section based on the zodiac. If we go back far enough it
seems that the zodiac was originally what the Hebrews called the Masseroth which was the
biblical story.
So if these astrologers saw a new star appear in the constellation of the Virgin and knowing
that the Messiah was due they would have gone to Jerusalem because Daniel had told them
that the Messiah would be a Jewish child. The promise of divinely imposed world dominion
at the hands of a Jewish monarch was more than acceptable to them. (Their own Persian and
Medo-Persian history was studded with Jewish nobles, ministers, and counselors; and in the
great Archaemenid days, some of the kings themselves were apparently of Jewish blood.)
Why is that important? Well if Daniels could share his faith with a bunch of pagans who had
killed his parents and taken him captive, we can also share our faith with those around us.
Daniel’s sharing of Biblical truth resulted in fruit more than 600 years later as the Maji
brought gifts to the young Messiah. Likewise, your sharing of your faith can have an impact
on your children’s children. Who knows but maybe if you share your faith today it might
result in someone bringing your great grand kids to faith.
So we have the Haters – King Herod
The Apathetic – the Jewish leaders.
Those who bow in Worship.
Who will you be today?

I am going to digress here for two reasons, firstly because it is exciting seeing how much
evidence around us points to Jesus and secondly to show how the world distorts the truth to
make it hard to see Jesus in everything.

Signs in the heavens69
67

While their religion was similar to Judaism in many ways, like having a single G_d and like the aronic
priesthood it was based on Hereditary lines. This is one reason that they hated Daniel so much because he was
appointed to rule over them by the king but was not of their lineage.
68
Dan 9:25
69
THE MESSAGE IN THE MAZZAROTH By Evan Wiggs. Thanks also to Chuck Missler whose notes were used in
this section. Also: Seiss "Primeval Astrology" and Bullinger "The Witness in the Stars" In Seiss's supplement he
mention's such sources at the List of Hipparchus and the Almagest of Ptolemy or the Celestial Chart of Royer
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What has been forgotten over the thousands of years was that the labels used in the zodiac
were to remind people of the pictures rather than seeing an image in the stars to remind you
af the name. The zodiac signs are a mechanism to remember a story and if you can
remember the names of the stars, you can remember the story. This way it was easy for those
who could not read to remember the whole Gospel story. Note that the signs of the zodiac
are the same in all languages Chinese, Chaldean, Egyptian, etc. Zodiacs are in the Temples of
Denderah and Esneh in Egypt.! The 12 signs of the Mazzeroth70 deal with the 12 tribes. Every
detail of the gospels is spelled out in the sky by the Hebrew names of the stars!
Mazzaroth or the Zodiac, Zodiac from a primitive Hebrew root Sodi, or "the way" in sanscrit. Jesus is
the Way. He is also the Truth and Life.
The Sphinx- sphinx = to bind closely together. Head of a woman and body of a lion, so we should
start a the head, the Virgin and end with Leo, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Virgo
Woman with a branch in right hand and ear of corn in the left.
Bethulah: Hebrew name for virgo, which can mean “virgin.”
Parthenos is the Greek which definitely means virgin
The stars are ranked according to brightness:
1st star: Zerah = the seed. Gen 3:15: The Messiah is the seed of the woman/Virgin.
2nd star: Tsemech = The Branch. There are 20 different Hebrew words for branch, only one of them —
tsemech—is used exclusively of the Messiah.71 (5x).
Dual nature: God, yet despised. Insight of the double nature is hinted at in the mythology surrounding the
constellation. The double nature is imbedded in the idea of the sin offering of the despised one at the same time
being a ruling King. 1893 we found that the star in tsemech is a double star.

Libra 2
The balances. The price of the deficient balanced by the Price which Covers. Our Sin had a price,
which was covered by Jesus’ blood.
Beta star: Zuben al Chemali: Price which covers. Rev. 5:9
Three stars run in a line from Centarus to Lupus - the victim slain.
Decans: The crux, The cross

Scorpio 3
Wounding him that cometh Gen. 3:13-16
Hebrew: Akrab - scorpion, war, conflict
Decan Serpens: trying to seize the crown, Rev. 12

Saggitarius 4
The archer, Bow, conquering. Rev. 6:2
Draco: The Dragon72, Greek: Trodden upon
published in 1679. He goes on to say "….these men were not giving the constellations as then to be seen and
identified on the heavens, but as handed down in the most ancient astronomical traditions."
70
Job 38:31 (KJV) Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou
bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?
71
See Also Zec 3:8, Isa 4:2, Jer 23:5-6
72
Ps. 91:11-13 11, Rev. 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil.
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Capricornus 5
The Goat - Fish
Lev. 9:3 And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin
offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, for a burnt offering73;

Aquarius 6
The Water-Bearer. Water type of H.S., Baptism.
John 7:37b Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.
Alpha Star, Markab, returning from afar
Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.

Pisces 7
Matt. 4:18-19 18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them,
Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.
Matt. 13:47-48 47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and
gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered
the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

Aries 8
The Ram. Hebrew: The Lamb (Changed to a Ram by the Romans)
John 1:29b Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

Taurus,
The Ox, Heb.- Shur, The Ruler
Duet.33:17 His glory is like the firstling of his bullock

Gemini
The Twins, Hebrew: Thaumin, United
We are grafted into G_d’s family
Canis Major, The Big Dog, Hebrew = Zeeb, the wolf
Isa. 11:6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

Cancer: The Crab.
Hebrew: Tegmine, The sheepfold,
Arabic: Khan Cer, A place of holding.
Psa 95:6-7 (KJV) 6. O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7. For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
We are held in His hand
John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
73

Isa. 53:4-5 4, Jer. 16:16
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Leo
The Lion. Hebrew: Arieh, Lion
Beta: Denebola, the Judge cometh
Theta: Deneb Aleced, the Judge shall reign.
Rev. 5:5-10 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda,
the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book

The Star
We have seen His star in the east, verse 2. This star has cause a lot of controversy, some
assume a comet, even Halies comet has been suggested. Others a very bight low hovering
star as shown in the Christmas cards. It has also been suggested that it was a star that entered
the constilation Virgo.
I do not know what the star was. I will make two suggestions and if I was to guess I would
suggest that it was probably both, the first allowing the Maji to start their journey. The
second, which is likely to have looked like the tail of the star to them, allowed them to find
Jesus.
If there had been a bright hovering star it would have been obvious to many people. If it was
as obvious as this it would have been easy for Herod to find and kill Jesus, rather than kill
every child under 2 in at least a 12 mile radius of Jerusalem. As there does not seem to be
many extra Bible references to such a star, it would therefore seem that the star was not
glaringly obvious to the average person. Remember the Maji were astrologers who studied
the stars. Is this not like Jesus, we see Him in the small things even though He controls the
bigs things and the small things.
If that view is correct there is another challenge, the scriptures state that the star went before
them and stood over where the young child was. Here there is another theory, after being
told by the scribes to look in Bethlehem they would have seen the shekina Glory of G_d over
Jesus.
When Moses spent time with God his face shone, and he had to wear a veil74. This theory
holds that if Moses face shone from being in G_d presence how much more would Jesus’
when God wanted it to. In Numbers there is a prophecy of Balaam that states, “a star will
come out of Jacob75.”
It is also possible that this shekina Glory of God has been described differently at different
times;
• The fire from heaven that consumed Abrams offering, Gen 15
• The Burning Bush Ex 3
• The pillar of fire from the the exodus out of Egypt Ex 13
• Flames at Pentecost Acts 2
Whatever the star was let me quote from Peter: “We also have the prophetic message as

something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in

74
75

Exodus 34:29-35
Numbers 24:17
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a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.76” We need that
bright morning star – Jesus77 – to rise in our hearts.

11 ¶ And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed into their own country another way.
Note that the Maji went to a house. We all know the Christmas card picture with the
shepards and three wise men around the crib, but that is not biblical. Jesus would probably
be just over a year old by now and it would probably have taken the Maji about a year to get
here. When Herod sent to kill the children he had all those under two years old killed. I
would assume that he added a factor say 12 months to the age that the Maji told him from
when the Star appeared. Traveling with a newborn would have been very risky in thise days
and Mary, Joseph and Jesus fled to Egypt very soon after this to avoid Herod.
Gifts
Many have assumed that there were three Maji because we have three gifts recorded
however, we do not know if there were other gifts, if some Maji shared or if all the Maji gave
the same three gifts.
These gifts are mentioned because they are prophetic:
• Gold as precious – Jesus Kingship
• Frankincense as perfume – Priestly Role
• Myrrh as anointing oil – Embalming ointment for burial.
They were also standard gifts to honour a King or Deity in ancient world. Recorded that King
Seleucus II offered these gifts to the god Apollo in 243 BC.
Isaiah 60:6 “bring Gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord”
In the millennium, we find in Isaiah that he is given gifts: gold and frankincense (but no
myrrh because His death is behind Him).
Chuck Missler made an interesting observation, stop and think about what this would have
looked like. In a sandy village there is a small toddler being worshipped by Maji and a small
army.
I can understand why Jesus had to be taken to Egypt to get away from Herod. Every villager
would have been able to point Jesus out.
13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in
a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy
him.
14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into
Egypt:
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

76
77

2Peter 1:19
Rev 22:16
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Note here G_d warns Joseph. G_d often warns us, but if you are like me, I often don’t listen
and therefore run in to trouble. We pray, “Lead us not into temptation” but we need to listen
after praying to hear the warnings. I think that our rushed lifestyle and facebook etc makes it
hard to listen.
Pattern Is Prophecy
Matthew is implying that there is a symbolic validity to the history of Christ in terms of the
history of Israel78. Just as Israel was driven into Egypt and then called out, so the Messiah
was taken to Egypt and returned79. This pattern is throughout the Old Testament consider the
Passover Lamb, Jesus is our Passover lamb who was killed so his blood could be on the door
posts of our heart. Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness; Israel was in the wilderness 40
years.
Egypt symbol of the flesh, God called Israel out of Egypt.
We need to leave our fleshly desires to follow Christ.
16 ¶ Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had
diligently enquired of the wise men.
17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet80, saying,
18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.
How tragic is this, Herod ordering the murder of Jewish babies. Rama is north of Jerusalem
and Bethlehem is south. This implies that Herod ordered the death of all babies within at
least a 12 mile radius of Jerusalem.
I am reminded of the time in Egypt when the Egyptians ordered the midwives to kill the
Israelite babies81, but Moses was hidden. As I have said before prophecy is pattern. Moses
was hidden from an order to kill the babies, Moses was rejected by his people while he was
with them. Moses left for a period and then returned in power when the people followed him
as being sent from God. I think you can see the parallels to Jesus. God is His wisdom gave
us a pattern in Moses so that we could recognise the true messiah when he came. Jesus is the
one sent from God to draw us back in to a relationship with our father.
Gen 35:18 describes the Death of Rachel. As she died in labour, she called her son Beno-ni;
son of my sorrow, or travail. Jacob renamed to Benjamin, Son of my right hand. This is
interesting because Isaiah 53 describes Jesus as “a man of sorrow” and in Psalm 2 He is
described as “the Son of my right hand.”

78

Exodus 4:22: Israel nationally spoken of as God’s son (Jer 31:9; Rom 9:4-5).
All through Isaiah, the thought shifts between the nation and the Messiah: Isaiah 41:8: Abraham as the friend
of God, and Israel spoken of as if the nation was an individual, here Israel my servant; Isaiah 42:1-4 “spirit upon
him,” subject changed, no longer referring to nation, but now the Messiah; and Isaiah 52:13 – 5. The Jews
interpret this chapter nationally, not individually Rachel is being used by Jeremiah, idiomatically, as mother
Israel. But Rachel is specifically linked to Bethlehem.
Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her
children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. Jeremiah 31:15
79
Hosea 11:1
80
Jeremiah 31:15
81
Exodus 1:16, 22
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How often this happens, a time of Joy and the Lord’s blessings is short lived, Herod turns the
joy of Birth to the wailing of death. In some ways we rightly minimise Satan but in other
ways we forget that this is a spiritual battle and the weapons of our warefare are powerful in
the bringing down of strongholds. History, (Jesus’ Story or His Story), is a description of
G_d’s blessings and Satans attempt to prevent them. It is a spiritual battle for your and my
soul however, I will let you into a secret, I have read the last chapter and Jesus wins.
I wanted to highlight this because we are told that the Spiritual will suffer, not MAY suffer,
we WILL suffer, if we love and are obedient to Jesus. So if things are going really well we
need to be prepared for trouble and lean on Jesus. Otherwise we need to confirm that we are
living right and not just fooling ourselves.
This is a tragic event for hundreds of mothers so why did God allow it? We need to
remember that God gave us a free will and therefore we, or in this case Herod, can choose to
do evil things. It is part of the freedom that we have been given. So while many cry out that
a loving God can not allow such things, the problem is that we all sin. If God was to stop all
sin we would just be puppets or robots. We have been called to be a people who love God
and are called according to His name, not a bunch of robots or zombies. We have a free will
to love or hate.
If we really want to understand how God allows such pain consider the way we have
excluded God from schools. The problems used to be dragging feet, scruffy clothes and the
odd punch thrown in the playground. Now that we have excluded God, we have drugs and
pregnancy, bullying and vandalism. Now that we teach survival of the fittest, we have a loss
of hope and suicide. Did God allow it, or did we just push God away?
Jeremiah 31:3 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old
together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them
rejoice from their sorrow. 14 And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and
my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.
15 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children,
because they were not.
16 Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for
thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land
of the enemy. 17 And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall
come again to their own border. 18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself
thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the
yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God.

There is a story of a child who was asked to draw a Nativity scene. The Child drew an
airplane. The child explained to his mother;
That is Pontious the Piolet
Joseph and Mary behind them
The fat man at the back is Round John Virgen
Why are they in a plane – that is the flight into Egypt.
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We are told in the Bible that those who persecute Israel will be persecuted and those who
bless them will be blessed82, well shortly after this Herod contracted a fever and let me quote
from an historian at the time Josephus:
“After this, the distemper seized upon his whole body, and greatly disordered all its
parts with various symptoms; for there was a gentle fever upon him, and an
intolerable itching over all the surface of his body, and continual pains in his colon,
and dropsical tumors about his feet, and an inflammation of the abdomen,—and a
putrefaction of his privy member, that produced worms. Besides which he had a
difficulty of breathing upon him, and could not breathe but when he sat upright, and
had a convulsion of all his members, insomuch that the diviners said those diseases
were a punishment upon him for what he had done to the Rabbins. 83.”
Sounds like sever suffering to me.

19 ¶ But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt,
20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of
Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.
21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of
Israel.
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream,
he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
The vow of a Nazirite.

The vow of the Nazirite was to express one’s special desire to draw close to God and to
separate one’s self from the comforts and pleasures of this world. “The English word
Nazirite transliterates Hebrew nazir, meaning “set apart.” (Wenham)
The name Nazareth derives from the Hebrew word for branch. Specifically, the shoot or
branch that can grow fro the stump of a tree that has been cut down84.
Isaiah 10:33 – 11:4a NIV
See, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, will lop off the boughs with great power. The lofty
trees will be felled, the tall ones will be brought low. He will cut down the forest
thickets with an ax; Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One.
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his
ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth
82

Gen 12:3
The Wars of the Jews, 1.656 Flavius Josephus translated by William Whiston
84
See also Isa 4:2 and Jer 33:15
83
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CHAPTER 3
1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his
loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.
This first thing to note here is that around 28 years have past since the end of chapter 285 and
the date is around 28-29 A.D.86. We know almost nothing of Jesus Childhood except the
event when he was twelve and he stayed in the Temple while His parents left for Nazereth.
He was in “His Fathers House.” So Jesus knew He was G_d from a very early age.
Who is John? Jesus described him as coming in the Spirit of Elijah87. Today I suppose we
might call him a bit of a hippie, a hermit, some might call him a bushman, a wild man, likes
his food al-naturale. However, you describe him, he was the son of a priest, dedicated to
serve God and did not drink alcohol88.
Verse 3 is a quote from the Old Testament, here is the passage;
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. Isaiah
40:3-5
Note the last phrase, because the Lord has spoken it – there is something powerful about
praying in context scripture. I think that we as a modern church need to give more emphasis
to the Bible. Jesus was the Word become flesh. Or as Paul describs the Gospel, “that Christ
dies for our sins according to the scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised
up on the third day according to the scriptures89.” Notice how the Gospel as Paul sees it was
not just that Jesus died for us and rose again, but also that it was according to the scriptures.
It has been said that the amount you love the scriptures is the amount you love Jesus. The
Bible is God’s love note to you and me, the Bible is God’s map for us to find the way to Him,
the Bible is Gods blueprint for living and happy life, the Bible is Gods guidelines for pleasing
Him and the Bible is Truth.
We can also see the purpose of Johns calling, so that all flesh can see the Glory of the Lord.
As we shall see shortly John’s baptism was an indication, a calling, that the people needed to
look in at things in a different way if they were to see G_d’s plans.

85

I used to think that the church had fallen far short of the New Testament because in the Bible there is a
miracle every second paragraph, but when we look a little deeper the Bible gives us a highlights rather than a
detailed time line. If we are to understand the Bible then we need to recognise that it guide book – How to
Get to Jesus – rather than a detailed history.
86
Based on Luke3:1-2 which gives John’s ministry in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius. Tiberius predecessor
Augustus died 14 AD.
87
Luke 1:7
88
Lk 1:14-15
89
See 1 Cor 15:1-5
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John was Jesus’ cousin and three months older90 and John was chosen by God to be a
Herald91 “to open the door of the sheepfold92”. For us to enter in to the sheep fold, as a child
of G_d, we need to accept Jesus as the Pre-existent creator of the universe.
Something interesting here is that Matthew must be commenting on John's clothing and diet
because they were unusual93 and worth commenting on. Nowhere else do we have a comment
on clothes, so Jesus and His disciples must have worn typical clothing of the culture.
The description of John the Baptist's clothing is believed to be deliberately similar to what the
prophet Elijah wore, "a garment of hair and with a leather belt around his waist94." The
“rough garment,” has often been worn by prophets95. The Pharisees wore long robes96 and
the scribes who attached themselves to the court of Herod more elegant clothing97 .
There is a tradition that John’s father Zecharia took Elijah’s cloak (which was made from
Camels hair) from the temple and this is what John is wearing. If this is true it also explains
why the crowds that came to see him. Like today people are drawn to relics and they would
want to see the cloak and who was wearing it. Note that John was preaching near were Elijah
was taken up into heaven.
John ate locusts and wild honey. It is possible that John was a vegetarian and was pods from
the Locust tree (carob-like fruit; 2 Kgs 1:8). Albright and Mann believe the attempt to
portray John the Baptist as eating seed pods was concern for having such a revered figure
eating insects and also a belief that a true ascetic should be completely Vegetarian. What is
meant by honey is also disputed. While bee honey was a common food in the area at the time,
Jones believes that it refers to the tree gum from that Tamarisk tree (as in the history of
Jonathan, 1Sam 14:25), or in the “rocks” Deut 32:13; Psalm 81:16)., a tasteless but nutritious
liquid, rather than the honey made by bees.
I personally suspect that John was eating whateven G_d provided for him in the wilderness,
locusts and honey were the things that people saw him eat most often. Locusts are still
commonly eaten in Arabia. Eaten either raw or roasted they are quite nutritious and a source
of many vitamins. While most insects were considered unclean under Mosaic Law, Lev 11:22
specifically states that locusts are permitted. They were and are still used by the poor in
Palestine and Syria. They are commonly salted and dried, and may be cooked in various
ways, pounded, or fried in butter, and they taste like shrimps.
I think the point is to emphasise the simplicity of the Baptist’s nutrition. He lives a simple
life that requiring no skill or appliances, the food of the poorest wanderer in the wilderness,
presenting a marked contrast to the luxury of the dwellers in towns.
What is John doing? Preparing the Way of the Lord. We all want more of Jesus so what
must we do, we prepare ourselves for the Lord. John gives us the answer;
90

John 1:15
Jn 1:29-31; Lk 1:15-17
92
Jn 10:2,3
93
This verse played an important role in the development of Christian monasticism with John the Baptist
viewed as a model ascetic. The sparse food and uncomfortable clothing, including the wearing of hairshirts
became seen as the ideal of Christian asceticism.
94
2 Kings 1:8
95
Zechariah 13:4
96
Mark 12:38
97
Luke 7:25
91
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Repent – turn around – leave your old life behind. How are we doing on that score?
Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of G-d. Rom 12:2
Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee.
Renewed in the spirit of your mind Eph 4:23
Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on the things above, not on things on the
earth.
Your shall Know the Truth and the thruth shall make you free John 8:32
Joshua 1:8-9
Johns life style proclaimed “Simplicity” and this is often mentioned in the Bible as a
good way to live.
Firstly it shows us that we can all proclaim the Love of G_d, there are no
special requirements.
Secondly simplicity makes it easier to Hear G_d’s voice. A busy calendar
leaves little time to listen
The Kingdom of heaven is at hand – close by available. Do we believe this? Do those
around us believe this? Note Kingdom of heaven is close, not that it is in everything.

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about
Jordan,
6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 ¶ But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire:
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

John came with humble attitude, a dedicated life and a message from G_d. and people
flocked to see him. How sad it is today that so many come with lights, amplified music and
fancy videos instead of G_d’s truth.
Just like today when there is a move of G_d, often the religious leaders come out to control it
and take the credit. The provessional church (pastors etc) people often have a view that to be
of God it must come from trained church leaders or recognised members, John was non-of
those things. John gave the church leaders a warm welcome – “You brood of vipers.”
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It is interesting that John used baptism as the physical demonstration of the inner change
because while it was a Jewish symbol, it was only used for Gentiles when they converted.
Map
When child was adopted into Judaism, they would stand on one side of a river, there they
would state that they are leaving behind their old life. They would swim through the river
over the lowest point called the dearth of the river and arise on the other side as a new person.
They would leave their past toys and clothes behind and as a new person start their life with
their adopted parents.
John seems to me to be suggesting to the Jews of his day that they needed to leave their old
habits behind and start a new life based on the intention of G_d, a new life in G_d’s family.
They need to die and rise in newness of life.
Johns baptism was one of turning away from the past sins - repentance. Note that he asked
the Pharisees to demonstrate repentance because John’s Baptism like Christian baptism is
only a public statement of the commitment that has already taken place in our hearts98. It was
this that prompted John to say that if you do not change your lifestyle then you haven’t really
repented and so the baptism is a lie.
John was challenging them in the same way that James challenges us, it is no good going
through rituals, going to home groups bible studies, church etc, if we are not changed. True
repentance is a genuine desire to change. It is more than remorse or just feeling sorry for our
sin. It is the willingness to change in order to prevent me sinning again. Are we willing to
re-asses our friends, restructuring our calendar, renewing our thoughts, read the word and
pray. True repentance brings about a real change.
There was a Jewish man who moved into a Catholic village in Ireland. Every Friday
while the Catholics were faithfully eating fish he would grill an enormous piece of
steak and the smell would waft down through the centre of the village. After a
council meeting the villagers decided that their number one priority was to convert the
man. So after months of effort the Jewish man converted. On the Sunday morning
the Priest said some prayers and sprinkled him with Holy water saying , Born a Jew,
Raised a Jew now a Catholic.
That Friday the villagers were all looking forward to their fish without being tempted
by the smell of steak, but just as they were about to eat they smelled the aroma of
juicy steak. Rushing to the ex-Jewish mans house, they burst in to remind him of his
new faith. There the man was sprinkling water on his steak saying, Born a cow,
raised a cow, now a fish.
Which brings me to the difference between a Johns baptism and Jesus'. Johns showed a
desire to change, the first steps on a journey to Holyness99 but only Jesus gave us the power
to complete that change. John’s baptism testifies of our first steps to follow Jesus, Christian
baptism testifies to Jesus’ washing our sins away.

98
99

See also Acts 19:1-5, LK 1:17, Rom 6:1-11
Matt 5:48, Be perfect, just as your Father in heaven in perfect.
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Clearly to be adopted into Gods family we need to repent first and follow Jesus, but Christian
baptism celebrates the work that Jesus has done for us100 while John’s baptism is what we
have done.
If we truly are to change we need to realise that it is not enough to turn from sin, we must
turn to Jesus. Satan is too powerful for us to leave a hole where our sinful passions were, we
must fill the time and desires with the Holy Spirit and get caught up with following Jesus if
we are to remain obedient to Jesus’ way. That is why the world is in bondage to sin, it is only
in Jesus that there is the power to change.
Note that Heb 6 points out that BaptismS is a foundation doctrine.
Johns Baptism101
Christian Baptism102
Baptism of Holy Spirit103
Baptism of fire104 (Judgement?)
Baptism of Suffering105
In verse 5 it sates that, “All Judea and all the region round about.” This is a long walk, they
couldn’t just hop in the car and drive they had to walk. 20 km from Jerusalem would be a 4
hour walk there and another 4 hours back. I have been putting off a trip I need to makek
because it is an hours drive away but these people walked for 8 hours to go and hear a
preacher. Are we as passionate about following Jesus to make a similar trip? Note that it
says “all”, this is not just the church elders or the worship team it is “All.”
To be fair, I do not think that the Holy Spirit is trying to say ever last one, but that everyone
got a testimony of what was happening meaning that at least some of every group of friends
went, that is a lot of people, Why?
They were expecting the Messiah and they wanted a Messiah who would set them free from
Rome! They wanted a Military hero which is why they made the effort to walk 8 hours to
hear someone who ate locusts, but then they themselves did not bend their knee to Jesus who
was the hero that they expected, Jesus was not the hero they wanted. I sometimes find that
Jesus is not the Messiah that I want. I prayed earnestly for a new job and didn’t get it, I have
been praying for healing for someone close to me and nothing has happened (yet), we were
rejected from a church because we would not condemn someone. Jesus is not always the
Messiah that I want, however He is always the Messiah that I need. Jesus knows me and my
needs better than I do and He supplies my needs not my wants, God truly is YHWH Jirah” –
my provider.
There are many in the church who have Sunday faces, they say and do all the right things on
Sunday – life is good, praise the Lord. However, on Monday they drink, bitch about their
work colleagues and ignore their families. In verse 12, John is reminding us that it is better
to be real and grow slowly than pretend, because Jesus will purge His floor.

100

2 Cor 5: 17-21
Matt 3:13-17, Mark 1:4-5, :9-11, Luke 3:21-22, John 1:29-33
102
Matt 28:19-20, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 8:35-38, 16:31-33, 22:16, Rom 6:36, 1Cor 12:13, Gal 3:27
103
Luke 3:16
104
Luke 3:16
105
Luke 12:50
101
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“...generation of vipers”: To a Pharisee this refers to Gen 3:15, the seed of the serpent. He is
calling them the sons of Satan! Not quite the meek and mild Jesus that we see in post cards.
Jesus was passionate about truth, compassion and mostly His Father.
Now is a good time to mention the Pharisees and Sadducees.
The Pharisees were the, “Separatists, the legalists” – the pedantic ones for whom everything
is black and white. They took the bible literally
The Sadducees were the liberals, modernists, humanists. They would be the ones saying, that
was for then, today things are different. They didn’t believe in the resurrection (so they were
“sad, you see.”).
If we think in today’s terms we would call the Pharisees the Conservative ones, they ones that
the media does their best to discredit. Then we have the Liberal ones like the Saducees, they
welcome practicing homosexual ministers and Islamic leaders saying we believe in the same
God of Abraham. “G-d is love and that is all that is important”, would be their catch phrase.
Both groups are told off by Jesus and we need to be cautious about the too opposite errors;
Being too religious – Making rules our focus
Being too liberal – Making the popular view our focus.
We are called to make Jesus our focus.
However, as I said before it is common to undervalue the scriptures and it has been noted that
we can see Pharisees come to Christ in the scriptures, Paul is an example. But there is no
reference in the scriptures to Sadducees coming to faith (not that they didn’t). It would
indicate to me that it is much harder to come to faith having been a liberal. So I would rather
err on the side of being conservative, emphasising the scriptures, rather than follow the
popular vote. To put it another way, wide is the gate that leads to destruction and many there
be that find it, narrow is the gate that leads to life and few walk that way106. So if you are
very popular you are doing it wrong.
John brings up a couple of other interesting points, “Don’t think we have Abraham as our
Father”. The Jewish people thought that they were saved because they were descended from
Abraham and John points out that it is not enough because G_d could raise up the stones.
Jesus makes a similar statement during the triumphal entry but more when we get there.
Stones are an interesting study if you want some homework, Jesus calls Peter a stone, while
Jesus is the Rock that the church (the eklesia / fellowship) is built upon.
There is a thought that John could have been refereeing to the stones that Joshua
placed as a memorial for the crossing of the Jordan River in Joshua 3.
I think that the message behind this, is that the Jewish leaders thought that they were saved
because of their lineage. Many years ago I thought I was a Christian because my parents
were and we went to church. Later I realised that God has no grandchildred, we all need to
be adopted, we all need to make the commitment to follow Jesus. John is pointing out their
error, saying God can raise up disciples from where ever He wants and He will cut off
whatever branch He does not like. We all need to follow Jesus.
Consider infant baptism, it has been argued that circumcision was done to infants so therefore
Bapatism can also be done to infants. I do not hold to that because Baptism is a sign of a

106

See Matt 7:13
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change of heart, to change from following my-way to following Jesus’-way. An infant
cannot make that change of heart.
He also mentioned “Fan is in his hand.”
When Grain was picked, they would throw it in the air and the wind would blow the lighter
husks away leaving the grain, but obviously some husks would remain because they
separated too late to get blown away. Sometimes they would then use a hand fan to get rid of
the last remaining husks. John is telling us that the Jesus will do the same with His church.
Sure, there is a general separation as those who claim to be Christian and those who don’t.
However, realistically we know that there are still people within the church who are just there
because their partner comes or they have friends in the church.
As we will see later not all who say Lord Lord, will enter the Kingdom.
The last point I would like you to note is that there is a judgement of fire coming.
God’s promise to Noah was that never again would He flood the entire earth with
water. 2 Pet 3:10 notes that next time it’s not with water, it’s with fire. “Baptize the
world with fire” may have a double meaning, maybe meaning Pentecost. Fire also
idiomatically speaks of judgment, so fire might also refer to the Second Coming and
the climax of the end times (a different type of baptism).
13 ¶ Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.
“...like a dove”: Lk 16:16; Mt 11:11: The Law and the prophets were until John the Baptist.
John is the last of the Old Testament prophets.
Why did Jesus insist upon being baptized? Did Jesus have any sins to confess? He was
sinless107. “Suffer it to be so now because thus it fulfills all righteousness” could be
translated as “Allow it now because this is the path to righteousness.”
The Old Testament told the Isreaelits how to live, but Jesus demonstrated the path to right
living.
Jesus showed us the way and I think this is significant, so often bosses tell us do that do this, but they themselves will not do it. Jesus is more of a family man, he
demonstrates the way and does not ask us to do anything that He has not already
done. Jesus is interested in the relationship with us.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.
107

2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:22; 1 Jn 3:5; Jn 14:3; Isa 53:12
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Baptism is the proclamation that the Spiritual is more important that the physical, that we
have died to self and risen to Christ.
This is His formal opening for His ministry: This event is commemorated by the trinity: The
Father, through the voice; The Holy Spirit, descending dove-like; The Son being baptized.
1. Baptised to reveal He was the Messiah. John’s testimony, the dove and the
fathers voice - my beloved son.
2. Baptised so we can relate. We are baptised to identify with Him and He
demonstrated how He identifies with the sinner. For us it is obedience, answer
of a good consionce.
3. Reaffirm final preparation for His ministry

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 1 Peter 3:21

CHAPTER 4
1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.
We in the western Church tend to focus on the gifts and what the Gospel can do for us. Once
Saved Always Saved is, to the modern church, a big question. I would like to suggest that the
focus is wrong. The Christian life is a walk and the journey should be the focus. We need a
long-term view, if you want to know who a good parent is, look for good grandchildren. The
Christian walk is a marathon not a 100m dash, so focus on being Christ like for our entire
life.
When I was young there was lots of talk about the shins.
• Justification
• Sanctification
• Resurrection
• Essentially, we are justified by Christ, at the Cross – we are welcomed into G_d’s
family.
• Unfortunately, we all bring baggage with us, we have sinful habits, we had a selfish
outlook on life and we carried resentment with us. So the rest of our life here on earth
is learning to be Christ like, set apart for God, Holy or Sanctified.
• Then we will be resurrected.
My view is that the modern church focus on Justification. Church services are slick semiprofessional fast passed events that welcome people in. Get the unsaved in to find salvation
and become justified by Christ. Pastors focus on growing big churches. While there is
nothing wrong with this picture I don’t think it should be at the expense of Sanctification.
Jesus called us to make disciples of all nations108 not to make converts. If Jesus focused on
12 disciples and lost one showing us that good discipleship should be a priority.
108

Matt 28
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So, training to be Kings and Priests is an area we should focus on. A significant
portion of the Bible describes how we transform from our past life, to a life in Christ,
how we change from walking after our fleshly desires to following the Spirit. [There
is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.109 Part of this transformation is studying the
Word, How can a young man cleans his way? By taking heed to your Word110
(which I hope these notes will help you with). Another part is a wilderness
experience.
Jesus is led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, it is not a surprise, it is part of the journey
of growth. Most of the great people in the Bible had time in the desert:
Moses – 40 years on backside before the burning bush
David – ran from Saul and dwelt in the desert
Daniel – captured and sent to Babylon
Paul – spent 3 years after conversion
We tend to run from the desert experience, but it seems to be the path to growth. There is a
pattern to how we draw close to G_d and it is not just the Warm fuzzies, wonderful worship
and gifts of the Spirit. The path to a good thing includes hard work and late nights. The way
to learn includes time alone with a teacher. The way to becoming a King and Priest in God’s
kingdom required time in the wilderness. A time without distractions in the desert, a time
without your senses bombarding you with taste etc will help us grow and learn from the
Master, Jesus. Jesus has grown up knowing His father in Heaven111 yet he still needed the
wilderness experience.
During a fast because your mind is not focused on food, the taste or the smell. Your mind
becomes free to listen to the Holy Spirit. Apparently in space there is no weather or smells
and so astronauts go through a period when there is no stimulating the senses and most hear
God’s spirit speaking to them. Fasting is an important thing for us if we want to grow in
Christ.
“Fasting”: Many different kinds and I must admit that I have never fasted completely for
more than a week. However, I can tell you that the second and third days are tough because
of the habit of eating. After third day, it gets easier, depending on the person and what they
are doing. I understand that around the 40th day the hunger returns, this time it is not due to
habit, but the need for nourishment and it is important to start eating again. Here it states
that at the end Jesus needed food, the hunger was no longer a lust for food but a need for
nourishment.

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread.
109

Romans 8:1, see also Rom 8:4
Psalm 119:9
111
Luke 2:41-52
110
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4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple,
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He
shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.
Satan, your adversary.
He is a created being—he is not omnipresent; he has location.
His original name was Lucifer (Morning Star) and was changed to Satan (Adversary)
He is knowledgeable and powerful – 2Cor 11:3, Acts 5:3, Job 1:6-12
He is a liar – John 8:44
He is our accuser – Zech 3:1-2
He is defeated – James 4:7
He was created beautiful. Ezekiel 28:11-18
Two errors about Satan: we pretend he doesn’t exist or we become so conscious of
him that he receives more credit than he deserves.
Many say that the 1st Temptation is "If you". Satan tried to get Jesus to doubt who He was.
Satan tries the same thing with us, he tries to get us to doubt our relationship with the
father. If we can stand strong we can draw on the fathers strength, we can maintain
communication with the father for wisdom.
Now while I agree that this is true for us I am not convinced about its truth with Jesus.
Better Greek scholars than me state that “if thou be the Son of God” is a rhetorical question
and would be better translated as “Since you are the Son of G-d show it by…” So that makes
this an example of the path to success. It is not opportunity that drives success but our focus
on the mission that accomplishes success. The first temptation was therefore an attempt to
side track Jesus however, Jesus maintained His focus on honouring G_d and walking His
Fathers way. For our success we need to focus on our mission and walking in Jesus’
footsteps avoiding the side tracks along the way.
So what were the specific temptations:
Command stones become bread – the desire of the flesh
Cast yourself down so angles catch you112 – desire of the eyes – show off
Let me give you the earth – Pride of life – get it quick and easy.

112

Implies that they were transported supernaturally. “Pinnacle of the Temple”: Like a corner, a high point
(Daniel 9, “wing” = pinnacle).
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1John2:16, puts it like this, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. Or as someone
summarised it, Feel great, look great, be great, are not of G_d but of the world.
We are tempted by these things all the time, pick up any magazine and it will be in glossy
colours.
Buy this you deserve it, a holiday a new car etc – you will feel great
Get this dress or join that gym you will look great
By a lotto ticket, get that promotion you will be great
Sadly, this can be seen in many TV preachers and others,
Name it and Claim it gospel – turn the stones to bread.
Snake handling sects. - Put yourself in jeopardy to prove the scriptures
Give to G_d and He will bless you – a quick way to get from G_d without much effort
or sacrifice from us113.
We all want these things, it is natural, and it is not wrong to desire gifts and comforts, but we
need to put the Spiritual ahead of the physical. As we will see later in Matt 6:33 God puts

it this way, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.”
Of course, some take this to the other extreme, some monks of today or the many ascetic
groups of the past who tried to avoid these sins by renouncing the flesh and hiding in
isolation. When I look at Jesus and the disciples, they found a balance of being in the world
but not of the world. We need to seek that same balance, we need to be ambassadors –
people physically on earth but with heavenly citizenship, inviting people to join us. The Lord
is our refuge and we make the Most High our dwelling – Psalm 91:9
So how did Jesus find that balance, He used the sword of the Spirit114, the Word of God.
Satan tempted Jesus with the desire of the flesh, Jesus countered with scripture quoting Deut
8:3:
And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did
not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man
does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the
mouth of the Lord. - to obey is better than sacrifice.
As a comment, note that God let the Isrearelites hunger, there can be a purpose in pain
and Jesus was hungry as we know from verse 2. If we consider the similarities,
Isreael went to Egypt and then came out via the winderness, Jesus has come out of
Egypt and is in the wilderness. Isreael however did not follow God and stayed in the
desert 40 years, Jesus is following God’s ways and will therefore be out straight after
this section.
Satan then tries with scripture by misquoting Psalm 91:11,12. I used verse 9 above so you
can see the context, if we dwell in the “Most High” He will protect us. Jesus replies with
scripture again.
“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah115.
113

One idea is that the coming world leader will also be faced with these temptations and he will accept the
nations of the world from Satan.
114
Eph 6:17
115
Deut 6:16: see also Ex 17:7, 1Cor 10:9, Heb 3:9, Psa 78:18,41, Acts 5:9
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The context of this is also interesting, at Massah the Isreaelites complained to Moses
accusing moses of he had brought them out of Egypt to kill them of thirst. God tells Moses to
strike the rock so that the people can drink. Jesus is the rock of ages and God struck Jesus so
that we can drink the living water.
Perhaps I should also mention that there is one verse that encourages us to “Test”
God. Malachi 3:8-10, tells us to bring in our entire tythe and test God because he will
pour out blessings.
Satan then offers to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the earth. This can be seen as a way for
Jesus to avoid the cross. Jesus came to buy us back from Satan’s grip and here satan is
offering to give the kingdoms to Jesus. A little sin to avoid a lot of pain. If Jesus had
accepted He may have “saved us” but it would have been temporary as we would sin again.
We need a perfect saviour not just to save us but also to live within us so that we can be
transformed into the image of Christ116. We also need a saviour that we can follow, Jesus
was an example to us, He was tempted but did not sin, He was bullied but loved, He suffered
but was resurrected117.
Note that Jesus does not argue with who owns the earth, we gave it to Satan when Adam ate
the fruit.
The “god of this world” is a title of Satan118.
If his ownership was in question, this would not be a temptation. See also Luke 4:5
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that
they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly119.
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end120.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God121.

Our Refuge: His Word
In all three times that Satan tries to temp Jesus, Jesus counters by quoting the Scriptures: “it is
written” (incidentally, all responses were from the book of Deuteronomy).
One of the seven “I am” statements in John is “I am the Bread of Life,” which is
linked to manna from the wilderness.
“Thy words are found and I did eat them” (Ps 119; Jer 15:16; Rev 10:9).
The devil fled. Satan does leave, thereby showing that he is NOT omnipresent. He can be
bound, he has location.

116

Rom 8:29, 2 Cor 3:18
Heb 2:18 4:15-16
118
2Cor 4:4
119
John 10:10
120
Jer 29:11
121
Rom 12:2
117
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12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;
13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea
coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:
14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,
15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;
16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region
and shadow of death light is sprung up.
When speaking of the 12 tribes in this context, Matthew is speaking geographically. When
Moses divided up the promised land area’s were given to different tribes and so you could
call an area by its tribe name not just by the town names.
“Capernaum”: On the Sea of Galilee, in the Northeastern side of the country.
It is estimated that Jesus is 30 by now.
Notice how consistent God is, John has fulfilled his mission, he has proclaimed the coming
Messiah, and Jesus continues with same message, repent for kingdom of heaven is at hand,
see verse 17.
Remember when we started this study of Matthews Gospel, we looked at the different focus
of the Gospel writers, Matthew’s focus was on showing that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah and
in doing so he shows how Jesus fulfils the Old Testament prophecies. Here again we see
Matthews focus, “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken...” This quote is from Isaiah
9:1-2.
Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the
first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and
afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined.
Matthew is pointing out that prophecies of those two tribes are being fulfilled in the fact that
the Messiah of Israel is present in their borders and is beginning to preach.
I think now is a good time to comment on the scriptures, is it important for us to note the Old
Testament references, fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet.
Firstly what is the Gospel? Paul answers that for us in Corinthians122:
Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:
And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

122

1Cor 15:1-5
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A significant part of the Gospel is that Jesus’ live was as prophecied. The scriptures have to
be a major part of your belief. As Paul wrote, “which also ye have received, and wherein
ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you,
unless ye have believed in vain.”
Jesus was the Word become flesh123 so for us to love Jesus we have to love the Word. Jesus
is the way124 and the Bible is that lamp125 to keep us on the way.
Whenever we see someone in the Bible reading the Bible they always take it literally. Think
of Daniel reading Jer 29:10 and praying, Lord you said you would return us to the land after
470 years, the time is almost up and I cannot see how you will do it but we repent of our
unfaithfulness. Daniel trusted God even though He could not see how it was possible for the
words to be fulfilled.
This is a real challenge to us – How seriously do we take the scriptures, they believed, while
todays culture minimises – oh that was just for that time, if you just manipulate it like this it
will mean something I can follow.

123

John 1:1-5, 14
John 14:6
125
Psa 119:105
124
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Side note in answer to question last week
Last week a question was asked about how we can be sure that Jesus is the Messiah, that He
is the light of the world. It was stated that you can find references on the web to others had
been born of a virgin and had 12 disciples. Buddha was the only name that I could remember
from that question so I thought it was worth comparing Buddha and Jesus.
There are a number of important points here for us, so let me digress by having a look at
Buddha;
The question was correct that there are people who describe religious leaders as their
messiah, including being born of a virgin and other biblical requirements for the messiah. I
used Buddhist web sites because on the web you can find a site to say anything, but the
Buddhist sites will give the best teaching on Buddha. So I went to;
The Buddhist Council of NSW
The International Buddhist society
About Buddha Web site
Kadampa Buddhism
Firstly Buddha was born to Queen Maya and King Suddhodana – one site saying that they
had been married for 20 years before he was born. His mother died 7 days after after his birth
so he was raised by his mothers younger sister.
There are a number of stories about his childhood, including that he first fell into a state of
meditation while watching his father plow a field. And when Buddha left to live a life as an
ascetic, which was common among the Indians at that time, his father was greatly troubled by
his departure. It is reported in Buddhist scriptures that his father, the king, sent 10,000
messengers to plead with Gautama to return. He did return to his father's kingdom where he
preached dharma to him. There is no mention in any Buddhist web site that I could find to
suggest his mother was a virgin.
So this first point is that we need to be very careful with what we find on the web, both for
Christianity and against. I read a book about how the Ark of the Covenant was found in a
cave system under the Temple Mount. The author claimed to have seen the actual Ark
directly under Galgotha and Jesus blood had flowed down from the cross and through a crack
in the rock onto the mercy seat. It was wonderful to me and there were scriptures quoted to
support this. Years later I found out it was fake and it affected my faith. We need to check
and be careful with what we read and that includes what you hear from me. In Acts we read
that the Borean’s126 were noble because they went and checked to see if the things that were
preached to them were true.

The next question who was Buddha,
Jesus made it clear that He was the Son of G_d, sure you can write Him off as a Mad Man but
you cannot say He was a good man, because either He was G_d or He was a lier.
On the other hand The International Buddhist society states, “The Buddha is not a Creator
God, and he is not a saviour of human beings. He cannot punish or forgive persons.”

126

Acts 17:11
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The Buddha taught “a path to enlightenment (or lasting happiness) from his own
experience.”
So Buddha by his own admission was a human like us.
The next question related to where we were in the scriptures is, “how sure can we be

about what is recorded.”
Buddha date of birth varies from site to site from 430 BC to 624BC, an error of 200 years.
The Pāli Canon was committed to writing during the Fourth Buddhist Council in Sri Lanka in
29 BCE, approximately 454 years after most common date for the death of Gautama Buddha.
This canon survives in various versions. With the surviving Sri Lankan version being the
most complete.
A. Wynne has said that the Pali Canon includes texts which go back to the very
beginning of Buddhism, which perhaps include the substance of the Buddha’s
teaching
B. Hajime Nakamura writes that while nothing can be definitively attributed to
Gautama as a historical figure, some sayings or phrases must derive from him.
I am not trying to pick on Buddha here, but that this is a typical example of many religious
leaders.
Let us not look at the Bible:
Let us compare that with the New Testament127 which has been preserved in more
manuscripts than any other ancient work, having over 5,800 complete or fragmented Greek
manuscripts, 10,000 Latin manuscripts and 9,300 manuscripts in various other ancient
languages including Syriac, Slavic, Gothic, Ethiopic, Coptic and Armenian. The dates of
these manuscripts range from 60 AD with 52 papyrus from around 125 AD. The majority of
the other manuscripts date to before the 15th century. There are more manuscripts that
preserve the New Testament than there are for any other ancient writing128
In addition the original New Testament writings were penned by the apostles or close
associates of the apostles, most or all of which were composed between A.D. 45 – A.D. 70,
and certainly no later than A.D. 100

127

This section is copied from Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_manuscript
The difficulty is in where the manuscripts are coming from. The scritures were considered Holy, so if a
scribe made an error when copying they could not just scrumble it up and throw it away. So often, especially
in monasteries, a manuscript cache is little more than a former manuscript recycling center where imperfect
and incomplete copies of manuscripts were stored while the monastery or scriptorium decided what to do
with them. One option was simply to leave them in what has become known as a manuscript gravesite. When
scholars come across manuscript caches, for example that at Saint Catherine's Monastery in the Sinai, or Saint
Sabbas Monastery outside Bethlehem, they are not finding libraries, but storehouses of rejected texts. These
texts were unacceptable because of their scribal errors and contain corrections inside the lines possibly
evidence that monastery scribes were comparing them to what must have been a master text. In addition,
texts thought to be complete and correct but which had deteriorated due to heavy usage or had missing folios
would also be placed in these caches.
128
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Every year, several New Testament manuscripts handwritten in the original Greek format are
discovered. The latest substantial find was in 2008, when 47 new manuscripts were
discovered in Albania
The writings of the Church Fathers quote sections of Scripture; so we could reconstruct the
entire New Testament from their writings alone. There were millions of man-hours spent in
cross-checking the manuscripts. There remains only 1 percent of all New Testament words
about which questions still exist; and no questionable passage contradicts any Bible
teaching129.
The Old Testament has been more accurately transmitted to us than any other ancient writing
of comparable age. The textual evidence is greater for both the Old and New Testaments than
any other historically ancient document.
Dead Sea scrolls130
These copies of Isaiah, written 1,000 years earlier than the previously oldest known copies
have proven to be "word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95
percent of the text. The five percent of variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen
and variations in spelling. " Great respect must therefore be given to the interim copyists.
Diligently slaving for accuracy, they apparently achieved it131:

129

The vast majority of these are accidental errors made by scribes, and are easily identified as such: an
omitted word, a duplicate line, a misspelling, a rearrangement of words. Some variations involve apparently
intentional changes, which often make more difficult a determination of whether they were corrections from
better exemplars, harmonizations between readings, or ideologically motivated.
130
Copied from Provethebible.net http://www.provethebible.net/T2-Integ/B-0801.htm
131
Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only 17 letters in question. Ten of these letters are simply a matter
of spelling, which does not affect the sense. Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, such as
conjunctions. The remaining three letters comprise the word 'light' which is added in verse 11, and does not
affect the meaning greatly. Furthermore, this word is supported by the LXX [Septuagint] and IQ Is [first cave of
Qumran, Isaiah scroll]. Thus, in one chapter of 166 words, there is only one word (three letters) in question
after a thousand years of transmission - and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the
passage.
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17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.
18 ¶ And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.
19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.
20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.
21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called
them.
22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.
23 ¶ And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people.
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people
that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with
devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.
25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis,
and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.
The Kingdom of heaven is at hand: Hand is the Greek word Eggizo: which means to bring
near, to join one thing to another. Or to draw near or come to, approach.
We saw from the temptations that this earth had been given over to Satan. Jesus has given us
the option to switch kingdoms. It is like Jesus has established an embassy on earth so to
become a refugee in His kingdom we don’t need to travel to the boarder we can just enter the
embassy. Ofcourse, when we get their Jesus invites us not to be reffugees but to join His
family and become royal descendants.

This was not the first time that they met Jesus Christ. In the Gospel of John, Chapter 1, we
see that they were interested in his ministry, almost as a disciple. Here Jesus is calling them
specifically. We need to remember that as we share the Gospel with people that a specific
invitation can make a huge difference. Don’t say how about coming to church sometime,
make it specific, How about I pick you up on Sunday. Why not come this week to home
group etc
This “calling” involves not just “leaving” but also “cleaving” (also found in Gen 2:24 in the
context of marriage). The concept of a “calling” also involves the leaving behind of the old
life. In those days you learnt your trade from your father so your work was not just a job like
today btu also your culture. Many surnames come from the profession that the family did.
For Simon, Andrew, James and John this was a major life event.
This is like most people, we get an interest in God from someone, then we listen to a
Christian and perhaps join a church as an interest. Then we learned what it meant to be a
Christian. Only later did we commit and started a new life in Christ. So as Christians we
need to be that interesting person that gets someone interested, we need to be those people
who share our faith and invite others to fellowship, with us and others. It is the Holy Spirits
job then to confict them of their sin and their Job to accept God’s invitation to join Gods
family – our family.
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When Jesus calls He takes their occupation, and gives it new and spiritual significance. He
does the same in our lives, Jesus uses our interests talents and background and expands and
refocuses us to spiritual things. He does not send them off to their worst fear, but to things
they understand and enjoy.
James and John were mending nets, and became menderers of people. John was a pastor, the
apostle of love, a mender of men.
Simon, more commonly called Peter, and Andrew were fisherman and G_d called them to be
evangelists, fishers of men.
Do not be afraid that G_d will call you to something you hate, there are numerous roles in the
Kingdom and Jesus has a special one just for you that you will enjoy.
“The Sons of Thunder”
John and his brother were nicknamed “Sons of Thunder”—they were fisherman and my
guess from the description probably had a big temper. These four (Peter, Andrew, James and
John) are singled out by Matthew as an inner circle, often even narrowed down to three:
Peter, James and John. There are number of occasions which only these three are allowed to
experience (eg Mt 17 but more then).
So Jesus moved from place to place preaching and healing. Jesus got a following with people
coming to hear Him talk and be healed. We are talking about a huge area for people whose
major means of transport was walking. We are talking about an area something like 4 days
journey from one side to the other, we need to remember that when we complain about going
to church twice in a week and it only takes 30 min to get their.
“Gospel of the Kingdom”: Summarized in the next three chapters.
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CHAPTER 5
We are about to get into the longest discourse from Jesus recorded in Scripture. So
firstly a difference between the Pharicees and Jesus. The religious leaders of the day
taught that the most important thing was what you did. So you might say they were
action focused. Don’t do this do do that.
Jesus on the other had focused on the heart, saying that if you love, your actions will be right.
Pharisees said do do do
Jesus said be be be
Franks Sinatra said dobe dobe Doo
Paul tells us that the emphasis on do do is exactly that, dodo, it was dung132. To Jesus it is
the attitude that matters, because our attitude drives our actions. There are many who say that
this sermon of Jesus was elevating the law of Moses133 to a whole extra level. Personally, I
think that what Jesus is talking about here and the Law that Moses brought the people are
different. In Gal 3:19-26 we are told the purpose of the Law, I like verse 24, “Wherefore the
law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”
So to understand this passage I think we need to go back to understand the Law. Wherefore
then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come
to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a
mediator134.
So the Law was given;
1. Because of transgressions
2. Till the seed should come
3. To whom the promise was made
First because of transgression: There are two parts to this I believe;
Firstly humans need guidelines on how to live. While we sit on the throne of our
lives, we justify what we want to do135. I eat because I need to live but I eat cookies
because I justify to myself that I need cookies. They are not good for me and there is
not much nourishment in them so the original argument of I eat because I need to eat
becomes void. Some justify lying on their tax returns because they do not like what
the government spends money on, even though in our heart we know it is wrong.
Because our heart is evil136 we need a law to void the clever arguments that we tell
ourselves137. It is also important to bring the lawless to justice.
132

Thanks Sandy Adams for this joke – though I am sure there are other quotes you would prefer I referenced.
To be legalistically accurate Moses was an intermediary, God gave Moses the Law and Moses presented it
to the people. I use the description of the Law of Moses because that is how it is referenced in the scriptures,
see LK 2:22, 24:44, Jn 7:23, Acts 13:39, 15:5, 28:23, 1Cor 9:9, Jos 8:31, 23:6, Judges 4:4:11, 1King 2:3…
134
Gal 3:19
135
1Tim 1:8-10 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; Knowing this, that the law is not
made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and
profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers, for them
that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other
thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;
136
Jer 17:9 : The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
137
Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
133
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Secondly we needed a standard to show us that we needed a saviour. We can and
should follow the law however, if we are honest with ourselves we will know that we
do not always follow it. I have a container of lock tight that I “borrowed” 30 years
ago. My heart will argue that I intended to return it, while the law reminds me that I
need a saviour because I stole it. Linked to this is the fact that even though there is
evil in my heart it is not always obvious. The law reveals the evil so that we can see
that we are not good138. The Pharisees though they were good because they obeyed
the rules that they thought complied to the law of Moses. Jesus exposed their sin by
telling them what the Law really said.
Part two tells us that the Law was “till the seed should come”.
The Seed is Jesus and how does His coming change the Law. Well the problem is my
heart, it is the heart that desires what we shouldn’t have and the heart that justifies the
breaking of the law. Jesus offers us a new heart139. With a new heart we don’t need
the law because Jesus’ new heart loves, it seeks the best for others. Our new heart
meets the intent of the Law and drives us to not just meet the legal standard but to go
above and beyond. In Jesus we no longer steal because while the old heart desired
more our new heart desires to bless others.
To whom the Promise was made?
Verse 22 states, “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise
by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” So the promise is to
those of faith. It is by faith we are saved. Verse 25 and 26 states, “But after that
faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”
When a person receives a heart transplant they are given guidelines on exercise, how to build
their new heart up so that it can operate to its maximum potential. So to me Jesus discourse
here is not about following the Law rather guidelines on strengthening our new heart, bring
our new heart up to full potential. Of course, the discussion is related to the law, which Jesus
does. Not only because that was the school master that the hearers were used too, but also to
show us that our new spiritual hearts are so much better as they fulfil the intention of the law,
not just the specific law.
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. Romans 8:3,4

If we have to dived this passage us it might look something like this;
Relationships of Christians
1. to Self Mt 5:1–16
2. to the Law Mt 5:17–48
3. to God Mt 6
4. to Others Mt 7
138

Rom 3:19-20 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
139
Eze 11:19, 18:31, 36:26, Jer 24:7, Rom 2:29, Ps 51:10, Deut 30:6
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We could say that the first 16 verses describe what our new heart seeks and why this is good
Christian character140. Mark records Jesus saying, “What comes out of a person is what
defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance
and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person141”
Jesus then tells us about the conduct that grows out of character. Character always comes
before conduct, because what we are determines what we do.
1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,
Set - Jesus sat down the usual position for the teacher142 when teaching, the students
stood. When proclaiming the teacher would stand.
This is not for everybody. We see that because of the multitudes he went up on a mountain
and I picture this as meeting two needs, firstly an elevated platform so that many people
could see and hear. It also would have served to thin the crowds to those who really came to
hear Him as passage is addressed to the disciples – the learners (not just the 12143), those who
already have a new heart, the citizens of heaven. “He opened His mouth” implies that Jesus
spoke with a strong voice, giving us an idea that there were a lot of people. It could also
mean that Jesus spoke with earnestness – this is an important passage for us. If I compare
this to a similar passage in Luke 6 there are enough differences for us to be confident that this
was a teaching that Jesus gave more than once144, it was something important that everyone
needed to hear. Therefore, it is of real importance for us and we need to encline our ears.
So, while it sets the standard way above what we can achieve in our own strength there is no
mention of how to be saved. It presents the ethics of the kingdom but no mention of the
dynamic of how to get there.
I want to point out an important point here – Jesus gave this sermon to those of faith, so we
should examine our own hearts. There is no suggestion here that we are to demand that our
neighbours follow this.
As an example, I do not eat Black Pudding because it is listed as something that
Christians should not do. However, there is nothing in the scriptures that suggest I
should demand that black pudding is banned.
We demonstrate the better way to the world and we should let the Holy Spirit convict people
of their sin. To many “Christians” try and force their view of what is right onto nonbelievers. Paul tells us that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully145. The religious leaders
140

Integrity = Belief + discipline. It is the vertebrae of the soul.: Character = Integrity + Wisdom.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. Proverbs
9:10
141
Mark 7:18-23
142
Matt 13:2, 23:2, 24:3
143
Matt 7:28 tells us that there was still a crowd.
144
The verb translated “Taught” is in the imperfect tense – describing a repeated action. I have read that the
early church often refence this teaching
145
1Tim 1:8
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of Jesus day did not understand the law and forced people to obey because they believed that
obeying the law made people right with G_d. As we have seen no one, other than Jesus, has
obeyed the entire law so to try and obey the law inorder to be right with God is idolatry. It is
claiming that we can get to God without Jesus.
This section is sometimes called the beatitudes, which means blessings, however as many a
preacher has said they are our Be-Attitudes. They need to be our goals and aspirations, they
are the characteristics of citizens of the Kingdom.
So live your life to the Glory of G_d and if we really do that, then others will see the results
and follow your path and find Jesus as their Lord and saviour.
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their's is the kingdom of heaven.
One of the most obvious things different about our new heart is that it does not boast.
Previously we would have been proud with how well we obeyed Gods law. We were special
because we prayed for an hour this morning, look how much better I am compared to those
on TV. Our new heart is totally opposite, Lord I only prayed for an hour, and I need so much
more time with you. We can become discouraged because we see our need for Jesus, we see
how much more needs to be done in our lives.
I saw the Lord sitting on His Throne, wo is me I am undone, man of unclean lips. I
am undone146
Daniel my beauty is turned into corruption147
Peter depart from me for I am a sinful man148
Paul. Oh wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death149.
This verse is an encouragement to us, when we realise the truth that we are not perfect and
need help, knowing that apart from Gods mercy heaven is out of reach for all of us. Poverty
of spirit is seeing ourselves in G_d’s light, seeing ourselves within a relationship with a holy
and perfect God150. It is then that we know that God is within us and we are part of the
Kingdom on heaven.
Blessed151 = happy, favoured
What appears to be a contradiction, you are happy when you are poor in spirit152 is
really a promise that we have passed from death to Life.

146

Isa 6:5
Dan 10:8
148
Luke 5:8
149
Rom 7:24
150
Essentially we must be empty before we can be full 2 Cor 3:5 God dwells with the person whose heart is
broken Isa 57:15
151
The word beatitude is not found in your Bible. It simply means “blessing” and comes from the Latin word
for “blessed.”
152
The last word of the Old testament is Curse, Jesus first word here is “Blessed” (Spurgeon). Contrast to the
Mosaic Law Joshua was told that when the people of Israel were come over Jordan, they were to stand on
Mount Gerizim to receive the blessings and Mount Ebal for the presentation of the curses. The blessings from
the Sermon on the Mount are in sharp contrast to the curses from Mount Ebal, and they far exceed the
blessings from Mount Gerizim... because Christ alone can bring those blessings.
147
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Happy is that man not because he is bad, but because he has had an encounter with God and
Jesus has come to replace his heart with a clean new one, the kingdom of heaven belongs to
them, for they have found salvation.
For an example compare the two men in Luke 18:9: Proud Pharisee vs. humble publican.
This does not mean false humility or cowardice; it means a proper attitude toward self,
realizing how weak and sinful we are apart from Christ.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
What do we really mourn over and I don’t mean regret? So often when I look at my pain in
the light of scripture I realise that God has a bigger picture.
Let me consider death: Death is a real heart ache, it can be a huge tearing of the heart and I
do not want to minimise this pain in anyway. Too often we say cleche’s that really do
nothing to help other people, I do however, want to point out Paul’s encouragement to us:
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him.
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these words.153
Pauls description of death here is a temporary separation of those in Christ for we will meet
the Lord in the air and forever be together. Will we not be comforted on that day as we meet
with those loved ones that have gone before us. I know that this does not remove the pain
experienced but I hope that it gives some hope for the future. Mourning means that we loved
and as God is Love we are demonstrating God to a fallen world.
John wrote,
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away154.
Or Psalm 34:18:
The Lord if close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
Spirit155.

153

1Thes 4:13-18
Rev 21:4
155
See also Psa 147:3, 23:4
154
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Scriptures tell us more than just that God will comfort us in our pain, but also that we should
comfort others with the comfort we received156. And that if we suffer, we will also reign with
Christ157 and have fellowship with Jesus’ sufferings158.
I think that there is also another meaning for us here, happy are they that have a sincere
sorrow for sin. When we come to real awareness of our sin and how far we are from God, we
will mourn. We will mourn not just for our brokenness but also as we realise how much we
hurt God. In this pain we are comforted as we are open to God’s transformation159. This
only happens when we have come to the end of ourselves, and morn our inability to
change. It is then the God can change us.
Beware of the sorrow of this world. Peter mourned with godly sorrow and was forgiven;
Judas had remorse—the sorrow of this world—and he took his life160.
I think we often misunderstand repentance. To repent is not just regretting but also to turn
around. If I get drunk, repentance is not just being sorry that I have got drunk but also taking
steps to prevent a repeat. Perhaps not hanging out at the pub, or not going to that friends
house who always pushes the alcohol. As Christians we need to repent of our sin, we need
to take steps to change.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Meek: πραΰς
This word is related to the word for Friend i.e. gentle and pleasant. It can be used in
the sence of “to calm” those that are irritated or excited. For example to “tame” wild
animals. It could be translated as “mild”, “friendly”, “gentle” or “pleasant” as
opposed to rough, hard or violent. It is used of those who maintain a quiet and
friendly composure and do not become embittered or angry at what is unpleasant.
This is an active attitude and deliberate acceptance, not just passive submission.
greatness of soul is demonstrated by this superior acceptance161.
I would like to emphasise this,
“This is an active attitude and deliberate acceptance, not just passive submission.”
We will come across this word again, “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and
sitting upon the ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.”
I think that we can all accept that Jesus was not weak nor passive. Jesus had ultimate power,
after all he created us, but he maintained His calm, friendly composure despite the terrible
suffering He was going to suffer at the hands of the very creation that He had come to help.
I have read it explained as, strength under control, one who can suffer wrong without
bitterness or desirte for revenge.
156

2Cor 1:3-8, 1Pet 4:12-19
2Tim 2:12
158
Philipians 3:10, Isa 53:3
159
Psalm 34:18, 147:3
160
2Cor 7:8-10, also Micah is an example of those who mourn and are comforted (Micah 7)
161
Theologiocal dictionary of the New Testament, editors G Kittel, G Friedrich, Volume VI, pg 645
157
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So how do we maintain meekness” We need to actively control our desires for “our rights”
and privileges, knowing that God is our defender162. We need to realise that God will use our
suffering163 to grow us and mould us into His vison rather then being bitter or trying to get
revenge over those who have wronged us
Consider this in terms of our two hearts, the old heart had to stand up for itself, had to fight to
show its strength. Our new heart is Jesus heart and He has won the victory. The old heart
holds on to the temporal things of this world, the new heart will inherit the new heaven and
earth.
We must live for the glory of God and stop asserting “my rights”, then we will inherit the
earth. Note again the active, live for the glory of God. The meek are not door mats they
actively trust in the Lord.
The meek are not inheriting the earth today, the earth will be cleansed first. We will then
inherit the new earth in which righteousness dwells164 when Christ is reigning on the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled.
A true Christian has an appetite for spiritual things.
We all have a desire for something and if you know what people really desire you will know
what they are like. What do you want or do when no one is looking?
This is evidence of your new life in Christ. How do you know if you’re saved? One way you
can tell is by checking your appetites, what do you hunger and thirst after?
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14
I should point out that this hunger here is a hunger that is not satisfied by a snack, it is a deep
longing and driving hunger and thirst. Do we have this for rightreousness? It reminds me of
Jesus offer to the women at the well165, I have a living water to offer you, the Holy Spirit.
Something I notice about this statement, not everyone has a deep hunger and thirst for
righteousness. I think that we can feed or starve our passions. We can feed our passion for
spiritual things and we will grow spiritually, or we can feed our carnal desires and reap
corruption.
I think that all chrisitians have a desire for a spiritual snack, lots of people go to church on
Sunday for a snack on the Word. Those people seldom grow, they seem to go up the front for
a blessing and talk about a desire to be more spiritual but they never seem to change. I think
this verse is telling us that to grow we need to develop a real hunger and thirst for
righteousness, we need to spend time in the word seeing our need. We need to encourage our
spiritual hunger so that we can be filled.

162

2Cor 4:8-9, Ps 18, 2Thes 3:3, Psa 12:5, 20:1, 23, 34:19, 46:1, 59:1, 91, 138:7, 2Sam 22:3-4

163
164
165

Rev 21:1, 2Pet 3:7-13, Mal 4:1
John 4:4-26 and John 7:37-39

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

62

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
There is a biblical principle that if we sow we will reap the harvest166, so if we sow mercy we
will obtain mercy. This is not legalism, but merely the working of the Biblical principle. In
reality I need a lot of mercy, nne of us are perfect and we are told the measure we use will be
the measure we recieve167.
I think that there is also a bit of a paradox here which is true because God dwels outside of
time. If we are not merciful, then are we really saved and if we are not saved then we have
not obtained mercy168. As Paul wrote, "he saved us, not because of the righteous things
we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth
and new life through the Holy Spirit. 169” (because judgment without mercy will be
shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.170) It is
like a circle, we show mercy, because Christ has been merciful to us, then mercy comes back
to us. Jesus was merciful to us because that is one of His caraterristics.
This whole section is about us becoming more Christ like, the more we display Christs
characteristics the more we grow and more more we can display. But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in
time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy171.
The other part to this verse is that we cannot earn mercy or it wouldn’t be mercy, but we must
also have hearts prepared to receive it and then pass that merciful attitude on to others.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
It means a single heart, not divided between God and the world. It seems to me that the
ancient Greek phrase pure of heart, has the idea of straightness, honesty, and clarity. When
we are honest in our desire to walk Gods way, we shall see God. So not being merciful
because we want to receive, but being merciful because God is merciful. When we are single
minded about pleasing God not doing things to look good to our friends, then we shall see
God. As Spurgeon put it, “this one strikes the very center of the target as he says, not
‘Blessed are the pure in language, or the pure in action,’ much less ‘Blessed are the pure in
ceremonies, or in raiment, or in food;’ but ‘Blessed are the pure in heart.'”
I do want to point out that this says pure in heart not perfect172. We do not see God perfectly
but dimly173, however the more our heart is pure the more we see God all around us. We will

166

Gal 6:7-9, 2Cor 9:6, Pro 11:17-18, Hosea 10:12, Mal 3:10
Luke 6:38
168
1 John 4:19
169
Titus 3:5
170
James 2:13
171
1 Peter 2:9, 10
172
1John 1:8 – see also Jn 1:7 and 15:3
173
1Cor 13:12
167
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be able to see God in His Word, we will see God in other Christians, we will see God
working in this world.
We need to strive to have a pure heart so we can walk and talk with God.

A quick summary
We are looking at the sermon on the mount. Jesus is giving a discourse on the law of the
Kingdom. This is not for everybody it is addressed to Christian believers, the citizens of
heaven. It sets the standard way above what we can achieve in our own strength with no
mention of the dynamic of how to get there.
The Old Testament Law provided a legal system for earth and showed us that deep down we
were sinners. If we are honest while things are going well we can obey the law, but often
with things go wrong we realise that underneath we are sinners. Anger, pride and hatred are
really not too far from the flesh.
So what Jesus presents can be very condemning. Only the Gospel of the grace of God can
make men obedient to Christ.
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. Romans 8:3,4
Relationships of His Subjects
1. to Self Mt 5:1–16
2. to the Law Mt 5:17–48
3. to God Mt 6
4. to Others Mt 7

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
There are two sides to being a peacemaker.
1. A real peacemaker destroys his enemies by making them friends. Christians should
not be contentious174 as we demonstrate our faith. The church has a habit of finding
divisions and infighting, I am sure it breaks G_d’s heart more than it pains me when
my children fight.
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ175
2. We should bring peace, between people and God, and between those who are at odds
with each other. This world is at war against G_d’s ways176 and have the Gospel of
reconciliation and peace177. But

174

Prov 6:16-19, Rom 14:19; 15:33
Rom 5:1
176
Titus 3:3
177
2Cor 5:18, Eph 6:15
175
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This is not “peace at any price,” for holiness is more important than a peace
based on sin178, Compromise is not necessarily peace
Martin Luther made this statement, “I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the
Negro's great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's
Councilor or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to
"order" than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to
a positive peace which is the presence of justice.
Real lasting Peace is the presence of Justice not the absence of tension. As humans there will
always be tension, but if there is justice there will be lasting peace. This verse does not
describe a people who live in peace but people who are actively peacemakers.
I want you also to note that the biggest problem that Martin Luther Jr saw was not the
radicals but the moderate. As Jesus said, he would rather people were cold or hot but the
Luke warm make him Sick.
Are we actively trying to bring about reconciliation between Man and God? That is a
peacemaker. Note here that we need to be pure in heart before we can be a peacemaker. This
is what Jesus did, he was pure in heart and then demonstrated to the world that they could be
reconciled to God. Sure not every one accepted and those that didn’t stired up trouble against
Him but He was a peacemaker.
If we are a peacemaker we will likely suffer, Jesus did. This is where I think that we so often
think we have missed the mark because we cannt reach everyone. Peace needs to be offered
but is not always accepted.

We are now entering a different section of this sermon, what I will call the consequence of
living the Kingdom life.
10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for their's is the
kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you.
Summary
• This chapter is addressed to the children of God.
• Last week and up to now we have seen how we act when we are in Christ, the
characteristics of those in the kingdom. Recognising that it is a battle within us.
There is a story about an American Indian talking about how men have a good
and a bad side. He stated that within each of us is a white dog and a black dog
fighting. When asked who wins he simply stated, “which ever one you feed.”
If we feed our spiritual life we will display those characteristics, if we feed the
carnal man we will display sinful characteristics.

178

James 3:17 and Heb 12:14

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

65

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

In there three verses, we read the response of the world to someone displaying these
kingdom characteristics. It is a sad fact that people who live a goodly life will be
persecuted179.
Of course, if everybody loves us, we should ask ourselves occasionally if we
really are displaying these kingdom characteristics or just playing a role. It is
wasy to be a closest Christian but to stand up for truth and to make disciples
means that some people will be offended.
From verse 13 we will read the kingdom children's response to the persecution - Ye are
the salt. A preserving influence in a dark society. You are the light – provide direction
for the society.
Then Jesus gives us a challenge, unless your righteousness exceeds the professional law
followers you will miss out. But Jesus goes on to explain what He means by being more
righteous in 5 illustrations
Blessed are the persecuted, - not if they are weird or do wrong180, but because their holy
living makes others feel uncomfortable with their own uncleanliness.
Our normal response is to sulk, we do not like being persecuted, but we are no longer normal,
we are children of the King. I was persecuted from a previous church and while it started as I
strove for truth, I unfortunately cannot claim the moral high ground as there are things I
should have done better. One response that I had after being pushed was a need to warn
others about a lack of integrity in the church. Looking back on it, that was not my place.
Sure, if I was asked, I could be honest but I should not volunteer information that puts others
down.
I should have followed Peter and Johns example when they healed the lame man. They were
arrested and beaten and warned not to speak in Jesus name. They went away rejoicing, that
they were counted worthy to suffer persecution for Jesus Christ181. How could they rejoice,
because they knew that great is their reward in heaven, and because they were in good
company. Stephen standing before the council stated, which of the prophets have you not
slain182.
True prophets are not popular and in my experience the largest persecution will come from
members of churches. How sad.
But ! we need to remember that this only applies if the persecution is because we are doing
the right thing183. Everyone has storms in their lives, everyone has hard times. We are
talking here about persecution because the person is living a Holy life. Doing the right things
does not include telling others their faults, or being Holier than thou.
Many Scriptures show that in the millennial kingdom there will still be evil in the world. The
outbreak of rebellion at the end of the Millennium reveals that evil will be prevalent during
the Millennium184.
179
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I mentioned Martin Luther King Jr. He pushed for peaceful protests and opposed the violent
side of the movement, but he stood up for Justice and was persecuted.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be
salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under
foot of men.
14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.
We have changed focus here and we look at what we should do. Christians are the salt, a
preserving influence in a dark society. We are to influence those around us to draw near to
God.
A South African Local Pastor dies and is waiting in line at Heaven's Gates. Ahead of
him is a guy who's dressed in Sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather jacket and jeans.
The gatekeeper asks him, "Who are you, so that I may know whether or not to admit
you into the Kingdom of Heaven ?
"The guy replies, "I'm Sipho Mlangeni, Taxi driver, from Soweto, South Africa,
boss."
The gatekeeper checks his list. He smiles and says to the taxi driver, "Take this silken
robe and golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."
Now it's the minister's turn. He stands erect and booms out, "I am the Right Reverend
Joseph Snow, pastor of Saint Mary's for the last forty-three years."
The gatekeeper checks his list. He says to the Minister, "Take this cotton robe and
wooden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."
"Wait a minute," says the Minister. "That man was a taxi driver and he gets a silken
robe and golden staff. How can this be?"
"Up here, we work by results," explains the gatekeeper.
"While you preached, people slept; while he drove, people prayed."
Sorry about the interruption, but I think we do need to consider the results. To often we do
what we think we should even though there are no results. This is also related to the previous
verses, you will be persecuted if you are really displaying the kingdom characteristics. Salt
on a cut stings, while it provides a sterile environment for healing.
Salt was also a valued commodity in Jesus’ day and people could be paid in salt, remember
the phrase, “Worth his salt.” God delights in His children, we are valuable to Him. Also;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Salt preservative, we need to slow down corruption
Seasoning, add flavour and spice to life
Thirst producer, create a love for God
Antiseptic, love should help heal bruises and cuts of life
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We need to slow down corruption, as John F Kennedy stated, “The only thing necessary for
the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing185.” It has been said that the Wesley
brothers stopped a revolution in England. Not with a political movement but simply by living
a Holy life that inspired others to find Christ for themselves. Pubs shut down because their
patrons were in Bible studies and prayer meetings. That is real salt, preserving a nation.
Seasoning, notice that Salt enhances flavour. That means that we do not eat a salt only meal,
it is an enhancer, it amplifies the good tasts in a meal. We must not be “Christian only”, or
“Holier that thou”, we are in the world but not of the world, we should enhance the lives of
those around us not try and make them something they are not. Be an encourager, be a
supporter or to put it in Biblical words: Love one another as Christ has loved us186.
I think this flavour enhanser applies to us too, when we are saved we do not become a
stranger to our families, God enhances your good qualities. If you hate the outdoors G_d will
not send you to darkest Africa as a missionary. My wife has always enjoyed teaching and
music. God has called her to teach music and indoing so she has oportunities to inspire
young people to Christ. G_d is a good, good Father, as the song says and will enhance your
life, he will guide you to the purpose that you were created for and in doing that you will find
fulfilment and life in abundance.
Thirst producer, Jesus called us to make disciples187. As we live a holy life others will be
inspired to draw close to God. I find it sad that so many churches today focus on converts
rather than disciples, and I mean disciples of Christ not disciples of a church denomination.
Where are the Bible studies or the Holy Clubs as the Wesley brothers described them. I am a
member of a church group and we spent an hour watching an ant video and then putting
words up about team work. That is the worlds way of building a team, Gods way is to draw
close to God and then exhort others to join us on our journey of holyness. If we draw close to
God, we cannot help but draw closer to others doing the same. Love produces Love, passion
breeds passion, let is inspire one another to holiness188.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God189.
Antiseptic. Salt can help heal the cuts of life, so to our love should help heal relationships.
God is the hope for wounded and the hurting. Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised190,”
Notice how the preaching of the gospel and the healing are linked.
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of
God191.

185

Attributed to Edmund Burke, including by John F Kennedy in a speech in 1961. It is
thought to originate from John Stuart Mill, who said in 1867: “Bad men need nothing more to
compass their ends, than that good men should look on and do nothing.”
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For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your restoration is what
we pray for192.
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with
one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you193.
“Most salt in the ancient world derived from salt marshes or the like, rather than by
evaporation of salt water, and therefore contained many impurities. The actual salt, being
more soluble than the impurities, could be leached out, leaving a residue so dilute it was of
little worth.” (Carson) In the same way, too many Christians lose their “flavor” and become
good for nothing.

We are the light of the world;
1. Light primary drives out darkness showing misconceptions and dangers
2. Light enables people to find their path
3. Reveals Gods wonderful life.
I have been fascinated by the truth of Gods word and how it allows us to see so much more.
An example is Genesis 1-3. When there is a discussion about teaching creation I often hear
the argument that people who believe in creation are closed minded and holding back
technological developments. The truth is completely the opposite, see Appendix. It is Gods
truth that allows to see the truth of the world around us.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven194.
We are called to let our light shine : Why? So that men might glorify our Father in Heaven.
Our focus must not be on looking good as the Pharisees did but on Glorifying Our Father.
Sometime I forget that we ARE all witnesses whether good or bad. So we need to make sure
that our witness is from the Spirit living within us not a fleshly past.
"..for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of
darkness...But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love...195"
I read something in the news paper that showed the importance of us shining the light of
Jesus on this hurting world:
Often when child pornography rings are raided satanic literature is found. A Police
officer leading a child pornography section in the USA stated, “It is a spiritual battle,
this is a demonic battle.”
We are in Christ so that we should shine His light, when the world sees us they should feel
Jesus’s love and acceptance, Jesus care and forgiveness, that is what being in Christ is.
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Lights are put up so that the light spreads out, they are not put next to each other to support
each other but to light up the dark places. We need to let our light shine in the dark places of
this world not just the comfortable areas. Not also that Jesus does not ask us to become light
or Salt, he simple states that we are.
We are the only hope for this fallen world, Jesus has no back up plan. We are the light for
this dark world, we are to turn those in darkness into the light. We are to stand up and be
seen.
“The text says that the candle gives light to all that are in the house. Some professors give
light only to a part of the house. I have known women very good to all but their husbands,
and these they nag from night to night, so that they give no light to them. I have known
husbands so often out at meetings that they neglect home, and thus their wives miss the
light.” (Spurgeon)
“The object of our shining is not that men may see how good we are, nor even see us at
all, but that they may see grace in us and God in us, and cry, ‘What a Father these people
must have.’ Is not this the first time in the New Testament that God is called our Father?
Is it not singular that the first time it peeps out should be when men are seeing the good
works of his children?” (Spurgeon)

17 ¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil.
18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
We have been looking at our internal attitudes, Jesus now shifts to our relationship with the
Law. I should state that within the churches throughout the ages there have been serious
disputes regarding the Law and its application to Christians. It seems that to solve the issues
the major denominations have divided the Old Testament laws into Moral, Ceremonial and
Judicial laws. So the argument goes that the Ceremonial laws foreshadowed Christ and are
therefore no longer needed and the Judicial laws are not binding on Christians196. This leaves
the Moral law summed up in the 10 commandments, which they teach is applicable to
Christians.
To me they seem to ignore that Jesus did not seem to make any such division, in fact the term
the law and the prophets seem to mean the whole of the Old testament and the Law seems to
apply to the Pentetuch – the five books of Moses197.
This concern and arguments about the law preceeded these churches and caused a division in
the early church. We read in Acts that Paul traveled to Jerusalem to discus the issue with
Peter and James. It is interesting to note that it was not the Apostle Peter who made the final
ruling but the elder James. Here is Lukes summary of the discussion;
My brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his choice
among you that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the
gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by granting
196
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them the Holy Spirit just as he did us. He made no distinction between us and
them, for by faith he purified their hearts. Why, then, are you now putting God
to the test by placing on the shoulders of the disciples a yoke that neither our
ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we are
saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they.
…
"It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the
Gentiles who are turning to God. Instead we should write to them, telling them
to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of
strangled animals and from blood198.
As part of this discussion we need also to note that the scribes and Pharisees had written out
what they considered the law and how to apply it. For example, the Ten commandments state
that work must not be performed on the sabbath. Since a long walk could be considered
working they had a set distance which you could walk without breaking their definition of
work and we shall see later that during the pasover feast Jesus stayed a sabbath days journey
away. In other words Jesus stayed outside Jerusalem but within the legal distance not to be
working.
I think that these arguments consider the law from the wrong perspective. The scribes and
Pharisees created a legalism that missed the whole point of the law. The Scribes and
Pharisees taught a righteousness and entry to heaven based on works and Jesus taught that we
could never be righteous on our own and therefore, we need to have a new heart attitude.
Jesus set us free from the legalism taught by the scribes and taught us to focus on God and
His purpose for us.
Paul who was brought up as a Pharisee199 wrote a lot about the Old Testament law and its
applicability to the New Testament Christian he even wrote to the Phillipines and said that
with regard to the righteousness of the law I had it made. So what did Paul say about the
Law.
The Purpose of the Law
• The law makes us conscious of sin200.
• The law proves that we are sinners201.
• The law maintained society until Jesus come202
• The Law directed us to Christ203.
“Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law204”.
So for us;
The Law is the standard: It reveals to me when I sin and that I cannot measure up to
God’s standard. Having seen that we are sinners the law should guide us to Jesus,
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who did follow the entire law. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth205.
Remember the description of a Jewish marriage. To marry the law requires us to be
virgins, perfect. We however have gone our own way at times, we have lusted after
our own pride etc. So no longer virgins we cannot enter heaven no matter how much
we try to follow the law now. In fact, the more we focus on following the law and
being “good enough” the less we focus on Jesus. However, if we will allow it, Jesus
will let His blood be on the chuppa so that we can be considered pure and be His
bride.
Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law
hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? For the woman which hath an
husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the
husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her
husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress:
but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are
become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth
fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by
the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we
are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter206.

So back to our verses, what is Jesus saying here, I came to fulfil.
Firstly, Jesus ended the law by fulfilling it for those who believe in three ways:
1) Obedience to the Law207. Jesus met the moral and legal demands of the Law and
showed us our sin by demonstrating the standard.
2) Death: He met the claims / penalty of the Law on our behalf208.
Jesus became our sacrifice and shed his own sinless blood on our behalf.
He offered himself once for all for the sins of all mankind209.
Everything was fulfilled just before Jesus’ death on the cross when he
uttered his last words: “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30) tetelestai = “Paid in
full.”
3) By His Spirit He Enables believers210 to live the law and maintain society.
He taught and commanded what God’s will is under the New Covenant for
those who would enter the Kingdom of God.
4) He fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah211. He was the Word become Flesh212.
Having fulfilled the Law we are given a new set of rules. Paul called those rules Christ’s law.
205
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But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Galatians 5:18
What I believe this means is that the law gave us boundaries to live within for our benefit,
like a school rule, you must stay on the property during the school day. Kids don’t want to be
in school so they need a rule. Jesus however gave us a new heart which has a desire to do
what is right so, if we were at school we would stay because we want to and therefore the rule
not to leave is irrelevant. In my example should a cricket ball roll out of the school boundary
those under the law could not fetch it because they want an excuse to leave not to do good.
However, a Christians living under grace could go and fetch it because they want to remain
and learn so fetching the ball is doing good rather than breaking the law.
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace213;
So I think that Jesus is not just saying that He obeyed the Law but also His Spirit within us
will obey the intent of the law. As Jesus put it, Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets214.
Or
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets215.
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out
of the way, nailing it to his cross216;
“...handwriting of ordinances”: Certificate of debt217: owed because of sin, defined by the
Law.
Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us,
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in
fleshy tables of the heart. And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: Not that
we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of
God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of
death, written and engraven in stones218…
Love is better than Law.
Law –
I have to do it
213
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I want to do it.

The other important note here is not one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.
A jot and a tittle were the smallest part of the Hebrew text, so Jesus is saying that everything
written is important right down to the punctuation. Jesus is telling us how highly God
considers His word. I want you to note here that Jesus is pointing out that the whole bible is
important. In Jesus temptaions we pointed out that He quoted from the Old Testament. We
need to read and apply the whole Bible.
This is a call to taking the text very seriously. These are the strongest words on verbal
inspiration and infallibility!
Nowhere in the Bible is there an example of not taking it literally. This does not
negate figures of speech. God’s precision often goes even inside (“beneath”) the text
itself: ELSs, etc.219
Jesus is also saying that God’s plan and prophecies are certanities, everything will come to
pass in its due time. We can be absolutely certain that the scriptures are true. Everything
written was written for our learning.
For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope220.
Note that Jesus was not a revolutionary who destroyed the previous order, He was a pioneer
who built upon the old order, moving forward in Truth.
19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
We have just seen that Jesus fulfilled the law and now He tells is that we must not break any
of these commandments. Firstly, what are “these” commandments? Since the preceding
words were about character Jesus must be referring to what follows for the next two chapters,
for example;
21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in
danger of hell fire we hear that
The next observation is that entry to the kingdom of heaven is at stake. We hear in Matthews
gospel about the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God221 while the rest of the New
Testament writers only use kingdom of God. I think that this is an opportunity for us to
219
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remember our jot and tittles. God means what He says and Says what He means222. They are
clearly very similar with God King of both and a comparisons of the gospels reveals similar
phrases,
“the kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17) :
“the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15)
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven” (Matt. 5:3)
“Blessed are the poor, for yours is the kingdom of God” (Luke 6:20)
“the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 13:11)
“the mysteries of the kingdom of God” (Mark 4:11, Luke 8:10)
“the kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed” (Matt 13:31)
“the kingdom of God...is like a grain of mustard seed” (Mark 4:30-31,
Luke 13:18-19)

So, what is the difference?
We could argue that as the Jewish people viewed the term God as holy, they would seldom
say it. So, Matthew writing to the Jews would prefer the term Kingdom of heaven.
However, Matthew also uses the term Kingdom of God for example Matt 21:43 where he
says that the kingdom of God can be taken from us.
This reference to me gives us a key. We normally understand kingdom as a place, the
Kingdom of Ghana was in Africa. The kingdom of heaven has keys and can be shut up and
so it has location223. It should also be noted that the Jews were expecting their Messiah to
come as a King and to break the yoke of the Romans so it is only logical that they would
want to hear about a physical kingdom where God rules.
For us, we know that God is a spiritual being and He can and should come and rule in our
hearts, therefore the Kingdom of God comes to us and enters us224, it is a spiritual kingdom.
Jesus told the Pharisees that they are looking at things wrong when they were looking for
physical things,
And when He was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should
come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the
kingdom of God is within you225.
Perhaps an illustration; I am currently living on earth, which is under Satans rule, however
God rules my heart and so my heart is in the Kingdom of God, but I need to wait for physical
“me” to be in the kingdom of heaven where my citizenship is. Of course, when we dwell in
the new earth226 the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven will be the same.
I hope that this simple discussion on a subject that is not that important, shows that God
picked every word with intention. We need to treat the Bible with respect and honour,
looking to expand our understanding, not try to make God’s word fit into my preconceived
ideas.
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Common people could not read Hebrew227, so the scribes were regarded as the authority in
the scriptures. ( The people in the first century couldn’t read the scriptures and despite our
ability to read, so many today don’t. We have multiple translation to suit everyone, yet I find
it sad how few people read the Bible today. To grow we need to spend time in the Word.)
The scribes and pharisees were essentially professional law observers, for example they
fasted regularly, prayed at the appointed times and read the scriptures regularly. The average
working man could not follow the law in the way that the scribes had translated it, there
wasn’t time, they had to work, to feed the family. No one was considered more righteous
than the scribes and Pharisees.
Please realise that the scribes and Pharisees had incredible devotion to the law. They even
tithed from the herbs growing in the garden228 in their attempt to follow the entire law. Jesus
saying that our righteousness must be better than them, would have sounded impossible.
How can my righteousness exceed that of a professional fulltime law obeyers.
Here is the issue, while the Pharisees were sincere, they were misguided. Since mankind’s
attempts to keep the law are like dirty rags229 we need to try things Gods way. Instead of
following the Passover sacrifice legalistically, how about we recognise that Jesus fulfilled
that aspect of the law and thank Him for accomplishing it.
I am redoing my bathroom and I have two ways of accomplishing it. I can do it myself and
try and follow every little law about plumbing and sealing the walls or I can get an expert to
do it for me and then follow his instruction. If I try to “fix” the work completed in my
bathroom I can undo some of the waterproofing. For example, there are drain holes in the
windows, knowing the “law” says I must waterproof, if I seal these holes water will build up
and can get around the real sealing that was fitted by the builder.
In life, I have chosen to accept Jesus’ offer to fulfil the law on my behalf. I need to live His
life now. If I go back and try to improve on Jesus’ work with legalism, my actions show that
I don’t think what Jesus did was enough. Let us trust in Jesus and not try and improve His
fulfilment. Jesus is the only way to salvation through the acceptance of His work.
A lawyer might say that this was a loop hole in the law, but quite the opposite this was
always Gods plan for us, remember earlier we discussed the law and the purpose of the law.
It was to show us that we cannot be perfect and to show us the narrow way that is Jesus.
For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I
stopped trying to meet all its requirements—so that I might live for God. My old
self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me. I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if
keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ
to die230.
Paul writes,
“concerning the righteousness which is in the law, (Paul was) blameless. But
what things were gain to me, these I (Paul) have counted loss for Christ. Yet
227
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indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as
rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness which is from God by faith231;
So it is great that we don’t need to follow the law but what should we do232;.
Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good
conscience, and from sincere faith233,
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen234.
I think it is important as we read the following passages to remember that Jesus wants to heal
the broken. Jesus wants us to transform the world, and we need our wounds to be healed.
The Ecclesia gather to heal one another, to grow in holiness and become more Christlike. We
cannot make disciples if we are still wounded and hiding our sin.
21 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be
in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.
“You have heard how it has been said”, Jesus is revealing the difference between what the
Scribes and Pharisees were teaching compared to how God intended the law to be
understood. The scribes interpreted law to match outward actions, where Gods intention was
to guide the heart. The scribes saw the law as physical and Jesus shows how it was
spiritual. God judges attitude, while the scribes were teaching outward show.
In chapter 7 we will see that God encourages us to look at the fruit of things, what is the
result. The consequence of the Pharisees interpretation was that they were proud and
arrogant, “I have kept the law”235. Clearly from the fruit the Pharisaical approach was not
right.
Jesus is therefore explaining to us how we are supposed to understand the law236, and here
Jesus tells us that when we hate or despise our fellow humans we are killing them in our
heart.
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Though shalt not kill, it is not just if you do not shoot or stab someone. By harbouring anger
against someone, we allow the sin to grow in our hearts and then it is just a question of if we
will ever be in the specific circumstances that allow that sin to outwork in the physical.
I might not have pulled a trigger, but have I blown up in anger at my children kids? Have I
murdered someone’s reputation because of my anger. I am ashamed to say that I have not
been great in this area.
Do note that Jesus said that we would be in danger of hell fire. Anger is a normal reaction to
some events, the question is what do we do about it. For example, a neighbour lent me a
trailer and it was stolen, I was angry. However, I had to move pass that anger, it was not
doing anything positive. As Christians Jesus has given us a new heart and so the question
here is which heart will we nourish. If we move past the anger and allow grace to live in our
hearts we nourish the new heart that has fellowship with Jesus. If we harbour that anger we
nourish the heart of stone and sin grows in that heart.
23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother
hath ought against thee;
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any
time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer,
and thou be cast into prison.
26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid
the uttermost farthing.
Notice here the therefore, this passage links with the previous section. We should reconcile
before we offer God gifts. I don’t like it when my children fight and I think God would
rather we lived together in harmony than offered gifts. Gifts to God do not justify bad
relationships, If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men237.
Jesus also makes this real, none of us are perfect, diagreements will happen, but Jesus tells us
to go and be reconciled and to agree quickly. The longer we leave disagreements the harder
they are to heal. I had two aunts who would not talk to each other and it has been going on so
long they could not even remember why. Not much hope for reconciliation there. Paul tells
us not to let the sun go down on our anger238.
Note that Jesus says, “Verily I say unto thee.” He is lifting His teaching above the teaching
of Moses. He is lifting Himself to the position of the Lawgiver and also the Interpreter.

27 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit
adultery:
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart.
Whoever looks on a woman has committed adultery… Does this mean that all men are guilty
or that woman should wear burka’s?
237
238
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I think we need to reread what Jesus really said, whoever looks on a woman TO lust after her.
I think pornography is an obvious example here, the viewer is looking inorder To lust after
the model.
The word translated Lust here is ἐπιθυμέω and Strong defines it as to set the heart upon i.e.
long for. It is also translated as lust, covet and desire. A good example to explain the
meaning can be found in Lukes Gospel when we hear about the very hungry prodigal son,
“And he would fain (ἐπιθυμέω ) have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did
eat: and no man gave unto him239.” This guy was starving and he “lusted” after the pigs
food. He set his heart upon food, he longed for it. If I wrote dictionaries I would write, he
stared longingly and drooled as he dreamed of eating.
So, Jesus is not condemning men from telling a woman that she looks nice, or has pretty hair,
but it is telling us to keep our minds between our ears. I was told once that a gentleman
compliments a woman (who is not his wife) only on her attire. Your hair looks lovely today,
what a nice dress or very pretty nail varnish. Compliments about a womans body should be
reserved for his wife. I think this is good advice.
This leads to another point here, Jesus does not say that the initial sight of the woman is sin.
God made us, men and woman, with desires240. It is natural for us to appreciate the beauty
that God has created, this is not sin. If I use food again, there is nothing wrong with smelling
good food and thinking lunch would be nice, however dreaming of stealing the meat from
your neighbours BBQ is wrong.
So this is not a new commandment, as Paul wrote , I had not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet (ἐπιθυμέω). 241 Jesus is just
giving us a specific example of coveting, perhaps the covet/lust that needs our most caution.
Certainly there are whole industries who want us to go there. The advertising industry
knowns that draping a half-naked woman over something in an advert increases sales.
Hollywood ensures that movies have some lustful couple, it is everywhere why,
For the flesh lusteth (ἐπιθυμέω) against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would242.
We need to be extra diligent on doing things Gods way because the inner desires can quickly
lead to sin, whether in our mind or physically. We need to ensure that we do not encourage
our imagination to feed on the prompting that is contrary to God.
Each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then,
when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin. And when sin is completed, it
brings forth death243
The greeks would describe this passage as Jesus telling us to ensure that our wills control our
physical desires, and our will is turned towards God. Once the will has turned our natural
sexual appetite towards what is outside of Gods boundaries, sin has entered our hearts.
239
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29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be
cast into hell.
30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be
cast into hell.
Be careful of taking scripture out of context, if it is a bizarre interpretation it is probably
wrong. If you glance at a women and pluck your eye out you will still look with the other, so
this is unlikely to be a scripture suggesting that we destroy our bodies.
If we consider the context of scripture, your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. So what is
this passage saying? Jesus is telling us something;
So where does the sin come from- it is not what goes into our mouths that makes us unclean
but what comes out, because from the abundance of our heart our mouth speaks. Therefore
sin comes from our heart. The heart is desperately wicked, who can know it Jer 17:9. So as
we understand this passage we should realise that we need a heart transplant. It is interesting
to note that the scriptures do not talk about healing our hearts, but replacing our hearts of
stone with a heart of flesh. Ezekiel 36:22 & 36:26
So, firstly we need to recognise that our heart needs changing and then we need to submit to
Jesus. The real cause of our sin is our heart and so we need accept the heart of flesh that
Jesus offer us and then starve our old heart of sinful thoughts.
Jesus is highlighting the importance of being a living sacrifice, it is more important for you to
enter the kingdom of heaven that anything else that you can do. How often do we put work
and pleasures before our salvation? Do we read the word and pray daily or are we too busy?
31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of
divorcement:
32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery.
Divorce, here is a difficult subject not because the scriptures are unclear but because of the
pain it causes. Up until a few years ago every divorced person that I knew, well enough for
them to be honest with me, said that they had wished they had tried harder to make their
marriage work. There was one exception and she had left with a broken rib and fearing for
life of her baby, from an abusive man. In the last few years I have seen divorce from
emotional abuse and a people who have tried hard to make things work without success.
So, I want to start by saying that I do not believe the scriptures object to divorce where one
partner is seriously abusing the other, whether mental or physical.
Marriage is not a get out of jail free card that entitles a husband to lie, mistreat,
ignore, be cruel, or crush his wife’s God-given dignity. To believe otherwise is not to
know the heart of God. – Leslie Vernick
Paul wrote;
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If the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or
sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace244
Two things here need discussion, firstly what constitutes unbelieving; to me the scriptures are
clear that if we love the Lord, we will obey His word245 and if we are born again we have a
new heart of flesh that loves. Therefore, to me, someone who regularly abuses their spouse is
not a believer246. This brings me to, when does the unbelieving partner separate? If I
remember the article correctly, psychologists say that when a man divorces, he emotionally
left the marriage three years earlier and women 6 months earlier. I see marriages where the
couple emotionally split a long time ago but they still live in the same house. So in this case
of abuse what does God say about divorce, “God has called you to peace.”
Now this is one scripture, and for an important doctrine like this we need more than one
biblical author to support it.
Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously with one another by profaning the covenant of the fathers?
Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel
and in Jerusalem, For Judah has profaned The LORD’s holy institution which
He loves: He has married the daughter of a foreign god.
May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob the man who does this, being
awake and aware, Yet who brings an offering to the LORD of hosts! And this is
the second thing you do: You cover the altar of the LORD with tears, with
weeping and crying; So he does not regard the offering anymore, Nor receive it
with goodwill from your hands.
Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the LORD has been witness between
you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously; yet she
is your companion and your wife by covenant.
But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one?
He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal
treacherously with the wife of his youth.
“For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce, for it covers one’s
garment with violence,” says the LORD of hosts. “Therefore take heed to your
spirit, That you do not deal treacherously.”247

What vows were broken for God to reject these peoples sacrifice? Their marriage vows, to
love and honour till death does us depart. “Why, then, do we break faith with each other,
profaning the covenant of our ancestors?” Abuse is the opposite of love and honour and it
profanes the marriage covenant. He goes on to tell us why God hates divorce, because it
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overwhelms her with cruelty248. I think that in today’s society, abuse within marriage
overwhelms with more cruelty than divorce does. God hates violence 249.
In Eph 5:32 Paul describes marriage as two becoming one flesh. If someone abuses
themselves most would agree that they should get psychiatric help because it is wrong. So, if
one partner is abusing the other, and they are one flesh, the couple should be sent for
professional help and if they will not accept the help then perhaps separation is the solution to
stop the abuser hurting themselves.
Lastly if we consider the exception for divorce permitted in our passage in Matthew,
fornication. God divorced Israel because they were continuously unfaithful to Him by
fornicating themselves with idols250. While there were, and are, some cults that involve sex,
most of it is fornication in a broader sense. Therefore, to me, serious abuse can also fall
under the umbrella of fornication. In our passage from Malacai above God specifically gives
the example of the tribe of Judah who broke faith, profaned the Lord’s Holy place and
married the daughter of a foreign god251, again a spiritual fornication.
Perhaps a summary from a better writer than I am;
I know God hates divorce–but He hates people being wounded and abused and
betrayed, too. And Jesus gave us some reasons for divorce. Anyone who reads my
blog knows that I am very pro-marriage and anti-divorce, but more importantly I’m
pro-truth and pro-healing. If a marriage is based on abuse, manipulation, and lies, then
that is not God-honouring, either. Most of these situations are not black and white;
they are grey, and I believe God’s grace is there for us. …. We need to be pointed
towards following God in the situation we find ourselves in now, not being yelled at
for very tortured decisions we made earlier252 - Sheila Wray Greroire.
I would also like to quote from Sheila’s comments on the Children of hurting marraiges;
We often believe that “kids are only happy if the parents are happy, so if the parents’
marriage is unhappy, it’s better to divorce.” Not true. Researcher Judith Wallerstein
found that kids who grew up in an unhappy marriage (even a loveless marriage) fared
better than kids who grew up with divorced parents. The effect of parents’
unhappiness on the kids is not a legitimate reason to divorce–except in one case.
Studies also showed that children who grew up in violent or abusive marriages did
better if the parents did divorce. So if you’re just unhappy in your marriage, it’s better
for the kids if you stick with it and make it work. If you’re being abused or you’re in a
high-conflict marriage, it’s not.253
So back to the passage, in those days woman could not initiate divorce, but men
could. Moses wrote,
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When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she
find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then
let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out
of his house.
Some of the male scribes were liberalising the clause “found some uncleanness in her” to
make it easy to comply with. Some rabbis taught this even extended to allowing a man to
divorce his wife if she burnt his breakfast254. The rejected wife had no recourse.
This went against, not just Gods purpose of marriage but also Gods marriage protections.
The write of divorce should have delayed separation so that there was time for the couple to
think things through, get some wise council and hopefully work things out. It was also
originally intended to protect the wife. Remember we discussed the marriage contract and
there was a bride price, an amount that had to be paid to the wife in the event of divorce.
This served two purposes, firstly there was in incentive to make the marriage work. If
counselling cost 2 sheckles and a divorce 50 people would go for counselling. The other
purpose was that the wife had some finances to help her restart with, she had some protection.
The law followers were looking for excuses to get out of the hard times, something that G_d
had never intended. Even in the case of marriage to an unbeliever, something we are told not
to do, we hear that the Christian should remain faithful and try to win the unbelieving partner
to Christ in gentleness255. If Jesus died on the cross for us, we should make every effort to
love our marriage partners256.
Notice also who Jesus puts the sin of adultery on, the one who causes the divorce. When God
writes to say that He hates divorce, I do not think it is the act of divorce that He hates, I think
it is the pain that is involved with divorce. Could it be that God is saying to the divorced, I
hate the pain you suffered, in fact I am crying with you.
That pain stays for years, not just for the couple but their children, extended family, friends
and even work colleagues. To me the point of these verses is not to condemn those who get
divorced, it is to say that we should make more effort to remain happily married. Marriage is
often hard and we hurt each other, but done right it is the most wonderful of relationships.
My impression is that most often in our marriages, we don’t need a way out, we need
encouragement to make it work, we need support to overcome our pain, we need teaching to
find solutions, we need exhortation to suck up our pride and apologise and we need to find
Gods heart of flesh within us to love the other partner as God loves us. After all Jesus love
for us sent Him to the cross, even while we hurt Him, that is real love, let us try an imitate
that in our marriages.
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour257.
For those of us who with friends who are or have separated, they don’t need judgements, they
need love. The broken heart, whether they were a significant part of the cause or not, needs
Christian fellowship to heal. Let us support them to allow Christ to heal their broken heart,
254

Rabi Shammai: “Restricted the ‘some indecency’ of Deuteronomy 24:1 to refer only to a sexual
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after all that was one of the reasons Jesus came258. So it is an opportunity for us to partner
with Jesus our Lord and extend grace, love and fellowship to a hurting people.
We will discuss this further when we get to Matt 19:8
33 ¶ Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:
34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:
35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the
great King.
36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or
black.
37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil.
For the law of Moses, see Lev 19:12 and Deut 23:23. The Jewish legal experts had many
ways to get around the law and break oaths, so that a person’s promises might mean nothing.
Jesus does not forbid us to take a legal oath259, but He warns us to speak the truth and not
embellish our conversation with oaths that are supposed to strengthen our words. We are to
have integrity so that people trust what we say without having to swear on things.
Swear not - this is because people were finding excuses not to stick to their word. Why do
people say, "I swear it" because they do not usually follow through. Jesus is telling us to say
the truth always. "Hey we should catch up how about a coffee sometime". That means I am
being polite but you are not important enough to fit into my calendar. We need to people of
integrity, just let our yes be yes, don't say oh I will pray about it. Which really means no.
We have tried to instil in our children the need to stick to your first appointment. If we say
yes to meeting a friend and something better comes up we need to decline the second offer as
we already have a commitment. This also encourages them to think about what they say yes
to.
38 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:
39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other also.
40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy
cloke also.
Human tendency is to get revenge if we have been wronged, I want to break both your eyes if
we have lost one of ours.
1. Note this is to individuals not governments – this does not prevent governments from
up holding law of Defending themselves in JUST wars.
2. This is not preventing you from protecting your family. How can you be slapped on
the right cheek? As most people are right handed so it would have to be the back of
the hand. It those days this was not considered to be assault but an insult. Jesus is
258
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saying that if you are insulted then turn the other cheek, He is not saying that you
cannot defend your family from an attacker.
3. Not suggesting we become door mats. This is about love, sometimes love means
standing up and holding the truth. Jesus turned over the tables in the temple, Martin
Luther King stood up against racism.
Jesus is telling us to love rather than demand our rights. Let us trust God to defend us.
It is Love over Law
My priority must be a love for people
Am I prepared to give up my rights in order to show you G_ds love. Jesus demonstrated this
when he was insulted, He was called a drunk, a glutton, illegitimate, a blasphemer but He did
not insult back.
Dignity: you can hit me on the cheek, you can insult me and the insult will not stop my love.
Possessions: I will give you my cloak too because your salvation is more important to me
than my comfort
Liberty: I will walk a further mile in order to share the Gospel, you are more important that
my convenience.
Eye for an eye: This Law was originally intended for judges260 to ensure that the punishment
fitted the crime and to stop people seeking private revenge. We do not need a murderer of a
peasant to get off with a $10 fine and someone who bumped into a rich person gets sent to
jail for 20 years. God desired governments to ensure fair justice for all261.
And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be
done to him; Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a
blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again. And he that killeth a beast, he
shall restore it: and he that killeth a man, he shall be put to death. Ye shall have
one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country: for I
am the LORD your God262
The problem that Jesus is referring to is that it was being interpreted as a personal obligation,
someone broke our phone and so we have to break theirs. Jesus’ guidance here was putting
the balance back in the law, because the intention for us on a personal level is to display
grace263. Even today some groups have a feeling of duty or honour to get revenge when your
family is wronged. Jesus was saying show grace which followed Gods original intention.
Look what the law said a few chapters before the section on retribution;
Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy
neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself: I am the LORD264.
I want to give you two examples. The first is my mother’s sister and another aunt who had
been fighting for years. My mother tried to talk to these two old ladies so that they could
have a cease fire for the sake of their husbands and the rest of the family. It was so bad that
no one could invite them both to any family function, it was one or the other. Do you know
260
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that while they wanted revenge for the last insult, neither could remember what had caused
the original rift. How sad for the whole family.
The other example is of a young Moari girl.
This is the story of Tārore, who brought peace to the iwi of Aotearoa (people of New
Zealand).
Tārore was Ngāti Hauā of the Waikato. When she was twelve, her father, Ngākuku, took her
to the mission school run by Alfred and Charlotte Brown. Tārore was such a good student
that the Browns gave her the Gospel of Luke. Tārore wore this precious taonga (treasure) in a
kete (basket) around her neck. The book had words of peace for all people.
In 1836 the mission school had to be moved to Tauranga. Ngākuku and a mission worker
took twenty-one children through the bush. A raiding party from Te Arawa found them near
the Wairere Falls. Ngākuku, the worker, and twenty children escaped, but Tārore was asleep.
A Te Arawa warrior killed Tārore and took the kete with the book from around her neck.
Ngākuku was overcome with sadness, but he remembered the words of peace and he did not
seek revenge as was customary.
In Rotorua, the warrior who had killed Tārore read the book with its message of peace. “Love
your enemies,” the book said. The warrior went to Ngākuku and asked for forgiveness.
Soon, the words from the Gospel of Luke spread around the North Island. People gave up war
to live the Christian way of peace. Tārore’s little book came down to Ōtaki. The warrior
chief Te Rauparaha heard the message and built the Rangiātea Church. Te Rauparaha’s son,
Katu, and nephew, Te Whiwhi, took the message of the book to the South Island.
Today, the tangata whenua (locals) say, “The missionaries brought Christianity to this
country, but it was our people who gave it to each other.”
Salvation came to a whole country because one man put his pain over the death of his
daughter aside and did not seek revenge.
This is not just about our friends but also our enemies.
If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it
back to him again. If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his
burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him265.
Exodus 23:4,5

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.
42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou
away.
Under Roman law, soldiers could command anyone to carry their backpack for a mile. It was
a legal allowance to help the soldiers with their heavy packs get around. Jews hated the
Romans and so being forced to help the hated occupiers was a huge offence to them.
It is amazingly obvious to people when you grudgingly do something, so when the Roman
asked a Jew to carry his pack the animosity between the two would only increase. So Jesus
says, go beyond the one mile required by law and give another mile out of a free choice of
love. God’s desire for us is not animosity but compassion and unity. Why hate when you
can be friends. So Jesus is giving the Kingdom law (not a social ethic for society) that would
help us live a happy life.
265
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In addition, imagine how much you can tell that Roman soldier about Jesus, firstly they are
wondering why you are not grudgingly carrying their pack and then you go further. The
message of God’s love is demonstrated as well as spoken.
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good266.

43 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.
44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans
the same?
47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so?
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
The law commands us to love our neighbour267 but as we have seen the teachers of the law
were not teaching the law as God intended it. The uncircumcised gentiles were not seen as
neighbours but as the enemy (partially understandably as the gentile Romans had conquered
Israel), thereby allowing the teachers to exclude them from the obligation to love. If we
remember the parable of the good Samaritan268 it not just highlighted the fact that we should
love everyone but also the error in discrimination.
What do normal people do? They look after those that help them. It is normal for friends to
help each other. Jesus wants us to reflect the love of God to a hurting world and God loved
us while we were still sinners269 (Loving us while we were rejecting Him). If we are not
above everyone else, then how are we shining Gods love to a hurting world.
Jesus commandment here is actually good for us too, anger, resentment and bitterness
negatively affect our health and the best cure, Love. Abraham Lincoln said, “do I not destroy
my enemies when I make them my friends.”
Now Jesus is not saying that we should be stupid, if your car gets stolen with your house keys
inside – change your locks. If you are bullied at one shop don’t go to there, go to another
one. But pray for them and if you see your enemies car lights left on tell them.
Love is not stupid, but it is caring.
It is also good to note that we can never be friends with everyone, our love will not win
everyone over. Jesus loved His twelve disciples but one still betrayed Him. Since Jesus was
perfect in every way I don’t have a hope of winning everyone, however I must try. Paul
write,
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone270.
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Notice how it says, “so far as it depends on you”. As Christians we will be hated and
rejected271 but we should ensure that we respond with gentleness and love so that the haters
will know it is unjust272.
The disciples were an example for us, Matthew was a publican or tax collector, the most
despised characters around273. They were franchised thieves. However disciples loved him.
So just in case you are feeling ok, the final blow. Be perfect. I am so desperately in need of
help, I am so far from perfect and yet God has provided help in Jesus.
I don’t know about you but after looking at this I have to ask like Paul and Peter; How can I
be saved? Paul answers, only by G_d grace and Jesus answers Peter, with man it is
impossible but with G_d all things are possible274.

I should expand on the Greek word téleios (Strongs 5046) translated Perfect here.
This Greek word is translated as “of full age” in Hebrew 5:14, “mature” in 1Cor 2:6
and comes from a root word meaning end. Strong’s definition is, “Complete (in
various applications of labour, growth, mental and moral character, etc),
completeness: - of full age, perfect.” While, Jesus is asking us to as flawless as we
can humanly be, as our Father in Heaven is perfect. The call here is to be mature,
with a fully developed Christian morality, Christlike in our attitude and actions275.
What is God doing, He is presenting Jesus and His exceeding riches to us in Christ
Jesus. Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of His glory and His exceeding joy276. Not that I am sinless, but
because, I am complete and a partaker of His divine nature.
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed
by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe277

CHAPTER 6
Some say that these next passages deal with the three main spiritual disciplines; giving,
prayer and fasting. They are things we can do to deepen our relationship with Jesus. When
done with the right motive these three will nourish our new heart.
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have
no reward of your Father which is in heaven.
271
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2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:
4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.
Jesus is here pointing out that motives matter, God looks at the heart rather than the actions.
If our aim is to look good then why would God be interested? If we want our reward from
the Father, our focus must be on the Father. Motive is everything in the kingdom.
I see it a bit like a marriage relationship, if I buy flowers in front of church people so that
they think I am a good husband why would my wife be please. My wife wants me to
demonstrate that she is my focus not looking good to others.
My father tried to demonstrate romance to me once and bought my mother flowers. Her first
words when she saw them was, “What did you do?” Clearly flowers meant “sorry” to my
mother. What do you think some of our actions say to God. The hypocrites here did good
deeds only to look good, the focus was on the praise of men not of God.
As true Christianity is a relationship with Jesus, He sees our hearts. It is easy for people to
misunderstand our motives and so doing things quietly will help us to see our true motives.
Some might say that we need the relationship first with Jesus before we do the good deeds for
Him. To me the reality is that it works both ways, by putting Jesus first it opens our hearts to
deepen the relationship, and with the relationship we want to put him first.
As a side example, when we first fall in love we have all these warm feelings and the other
person is all we think about. Later those “first love” feelings fade and people can “fall out of
love.” What too many people do not realise is that we can nurture the loving feeling, it
doesn’t have to die. Sure there will be ups and downs but the more we choose to be loving
the more we will feel loving. It is the same with God, we can let our first love die and attend
church, do our church work, or we can nurture the love for God, spend time with Him and the
passion will grow.
5 ¶ And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly.
7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking.
8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him.
The Jews were expected to pray three times a day and I have read that in order to look good
the Pharisees had a habit of making sure that they were out and about in the town during
prayer times. That way when they stopped to pray it would be obvious to everyone how
“Spiritual” they were. I see this today sometimes in prayer meetings when the same people
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make a point of praying a long and elaborate, Lord you said, type prayer … or dropping in to
conversation, when I was talking to God this morning he told me …..
So, this is a follow on from the previous point, the aim of the scriptures is to help us have a
deep relationship with Jesus not to make us look good to society. Since we are the betrothed
bride of Christ we can relate this to our earthly relationships. My wife and I have much
deeper conversations when there is no one else around, my kids listen more effectively when
their friends are not close by. I don’t make a show of affection when people are looking and
then play on my phone at home. However, the fact that we relate more closely alone, does
not stop us from talking together with others. Similarly, this is not a call to stop corporate
prayer278 but a call to remember our primary focus should be on Jesus.
The next sentence tells us not to use vain repetitions. These do not seem to be so common
today but when I grew up, the church our family attended had set prayers, most of them were
meaningless to me, I just repeated the same words every week. That was vain repetitions. I
have heard of other churches that tell people to say this prayer 5 times, those would also be
vain repetitions.
If I can again relate it to my relationship with my wife, I am happy to talk about our bathroom
remodelling numerous times, but if she asks me 5 times within a minute if I will make her a
cup of coffee it gets tedious. I have been in meetings where people make long speeches and
include the corporate buzz words, we need a paradigm shift here to deep dive and reach best
practice, focusing on core competencies for the synergy of the business so we can increase
deliverables. People who speak like this are not communicating, they are not trying to
increase understanding nor are they interested in listening to any one, they just want the next
promotion. If we pray like this our focus is not on listening to God nor on our relationship
with others, our focus is on sounding spiritual. This is missing the point of prayer which is to
communicate and deepen our relationships.
Jesus also points out that our Father knows what we need, there is no emphasis placed on
God giving us what we want. I want a smart car, I want a holiday on a tropical island. Are
those things good for me, probably not in the way I think. God sees a far bigger picture than
what we see and so often our focus on money and happiness is miss placed. We are happiest
when we achieve things with others, when we love others etc. It has been said that if you
pursue happiness it will elude you, if you seek to help others your will find happiness by the
way side.
The Lord’s Prayer
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name.
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
278
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15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

It has been said that because there is no mention of this prayer in Acts or the Epistles, the
early church did not consider it a chant or repetitive prayer. I have been in churches where I
might describe the saying of this prayer as a vain repetition. However, I also know many,
including myself, who say the Lords prayer as a prompt for my thoughts.
Our Father which art in heaven, reminds me that this is my heavenly father I am talking to,
He not a distant disinterested god, but someone who loves me and wants to communicate
with me. Hallowed be they name, reminds me that God is holy and all powerful, and he
deserves my reverence and loyalty. Sometimes I need to be reminded of these things.
So if this is a template then let me suggest an alternative version;
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I
will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever279.
Notice how the same themes are here. Jesus prayed along these themes ;
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: …
I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me
to do. 280
…
Perhaps you can also form your own version that has deep meaning for you, not that I am
suggesting that this version is not an excellent one.
So let us look closer at the themes in this prayer;
“Father281” is not an Old Testament term, it is not a term for King or Lord, it is a term of
relationship, endearment. The Kingdom belongs to those who can call God father, not the
painful relationship of a distant biological parent, or an abusive male, but the loving presence
of the perfect Father.
When we come to God must believe that He is. We must believe that He is the everlasting
the all powerful and that He hears us. One of my problems is that often I pray for resolution
rather than a relationship.
I prayed for instant healing of my daughter when she fell off her motorbike. The prolonged
healing has meant she has missed out on things and I questioned, “wouldn’t a loving father
instantly remove a daughters pain?” If I stand back a bit, as a loving Father myself, my wife
and I allowed my daughter to buy a bike when she really wanted one. Not because we liked
the idea but because we wanted to keep our relationship with our daughter strong. A loving
279
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Father does not pander to every whim of his kids, a loving father looks to the future and says
how will giving this affect them in the long term? A loving Father allows his children to
experience failures. God is the perfect loving father, whether it feels like it or not.
There are lots of failures in my life and looking back I can see most of them were because I
chose to do things in my way, contrary to Gods way. In the majority of the rest I can see that
God gave me what was best for me, it wasn’t what I wanted and it hurt sometimes, but God
gave what was best in the long term. I am sure that in Heaven I will see that the remaining
few were also best for me in the long term. God is way bigger than I am, He sees the end
from the beginning282 and I need to trust that He will look out for my best interests283.
The point is that many of my problems are due to my own choices. Pain, suffering and hard
times are often good for us. A tree planted outside is stronger than one protected from every
gust, so that in the storms of life the one that endured storms when it was young survives big
storms when it is older. We will live for eternity, so storms here in earth can strengthen us
when we are old.
Hallowed be thy name.
The next point is that prayer primarily is to hear from God. The purpose of the scriptures is
to point us to Jesus and to restore our relationship with God. For a relationship to work we
need communication and a desire to be together. I used to see prayer as a means of asking
God to do things for me. When this prayer starts with asking for God’s name to be elevated
above everything it helps to restore the balance. G_d, make your way more important than
my way, let me follow your intentions rather than my pleasures. Let me hear your desires.
Lord, let me see what you are doing so that I can participate with you to achieve your desires.
The modern view of relationships is 50% 50%. I want to tell you that the idea of meeting
people half way is flawed because we are all short sighted. So the only way for a relationship
to work is try and do more than your “fair” share. Will we try and do more than 50% with
God (we will never achieve 50%, but we should try).
Like running, the more you run, the faster and better you get, relationships are happier and
more fulfilling the more you invest in them. So, the emphasis here on elevating G_d’s name
is not because it is a one-sided relationship but because we need to see it that way to do our
part. Human beings are inherently too selfish for anything else to work284.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
We should do good works so that our Father is honoured, we often get this wrong and want
us to be honoured. I have prayed on many occasions for the gift of healing. I think it is a
fantastic demonstration of a loving G_d to a hurting world, however deep down, where I do
not like to admit it, I know that one reason that I want the gift is so that I have a
demonstration that G_d hears me, that my teaching is right. Sad as it is, I think it is probably
better that I can’t do miracles because my pride would get in the way. Miracles of healing
are intended to honour God not me.

282

Isa 46:10
Rom 8:28
284
Isa 66:2 “to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”
283

18/07/2016 12:16 p.m.

MATTHEW_Cpt 1to8.docx

92

What does this page tell us about Jesus?

E-mail : keith@wigram.cloud

I heard that at one youth event in Wellington kids come to faith and were miraculously healed
they rejoiced and asked the leader who had prayed for their healing to pray for their mates.
The leader said no, you pray for them. 10 minute old Christians told to pray for their mates,
where was the training and internship? After these brand new Christians prayed for their
friends, some of them were also healed. The focus was on welcoming people to the kingdom
of God and the leader made a point of ensuring that everyone knew that they were not his
miracles, God was present to do His miracles. By letting new youth be the channel through
which God worked the leader not only ensured that God was the focus but also empowered
those around to fulfil their calling. I think we would see more miracles if we had that humble
approach and always ensured that God was the focus.
Give us this day our daily bread.
I think that this is referring both to our need for spiritual food and to physical nourishment.
Jesus said, “I am the bread of Life285” and we need our Spirits to be sustained daily by Jesus.
This is a prayer for us to read the Word and pray daily.
We also need to remember that God has an interest in the mundane everyday things like food.
With regard to food, notice that Jesus does not pray for roast lamb. Paul wrote, I have learnt
to be satisfied in need286. I have seen God provide for my needs and still question His answer
to prayer because my desires were not met.
And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched
places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like
a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.287

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Also
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.
Does this mean that your forgiveness is conditional? These verses appears this way, yet in the
context of Chapter 5 we are admonished to be perfect. All this leads up to our need to be in
Jesus Christ. Your righteousness is not dependant upon your acts, but on the completed acts
of Jesus Christ.
We forgive, because we are forgiven, and Jesus forgives us because we have accepted His
offer to take our sin. We demonstrate acceptance of Jesus taking our sins, by acting Christ
like and therefore forgiving others.
When John was Baptising he told the Pharisees to bring forth fruit that matched the claim of
repentance288. In other words if you have really repented you will be a changed person.
Jesus says a similar thing, if you love Me you will obey My commands289. This verse is
285
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saying a similar thing. If we have accepted Jesus we are not only forgiven but will
demonstrate that acceptance by forgiving others.
We are forgiven because Jesus Christ paid for our sin. However, because we are forgiven
we should forgive290 others.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
This verse is a puzzling one and I just read a story about the Pope wanting to change the
wording. Let us look at what it says with an open mind desiring to hear God’s view.
Firstly, of all the commentaries and dictionaries I have read they agree that the English
translation is correct. So, we will need to look at the verse in parts;
Lead: One of the challenges with this verse is the apparent contradiction with James,
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed291.
I say apparent contradiction because Jesus prays, “lead292 us not into temptation” not “don’t
temp us”. The example I will give here was when Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness. The Holy Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness but it was Satan who did the
tempting. One dictionary stated that in the previous requests the Greek was emphasising the
request. Give us our daily bread was almost a command, not from arrogance but from the
fact that scripture promises us provision anyway, one of Gods covenant names is JehovahJireh293. This sentence is a request, perhaps I could expand it to, “if possible, lead us not into
temptation.”
An example might be Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, He prayed, Lord if it is possible
take this cup from me294. I see this as a similar verse, Lord I do not want to be tempted, if
there is another less painful way I would rather that, however, not my way, but thy will be
done. This prayer would help us to focus on avoiding temptation, something which we
should all do.
The next word to look at in our verse is Temptation, there are two meanings for this word, the
first is sin and the other is trial or test. If I say, lord don’t lead me to the cookie jar as I am
not allowed them. The idea here is that I have been led to a place where I can choose sin.
This can either be an opportunity to demonstrate my strategies to resist sin, just like a school
test is not intended to trip us up but rather to prove how much we have learnt. Passing a test
gives us confidence that we know the work and can move on to the next lesson. It also shows
others that we have grown. Spiritually perhaps out test is how well we have but on the
armour of God295.
The example that I will give here is Job. He was an honourable man but God allowed Satan
to test him. Job has been an example for thousands of years of how to honour God. I suspect
that looking back on it, Job thanks God for the opportunity to be an example that helps
290
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disciple people in being faithful. At the time of course it was not pleasant but the long term
rewards are great.
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him296.
This could also be a request to strengthen our heart against sin, as in, “Lord I know that when
in front of the cookie jar my mouth waters, help me to think about my health rather than
taste.” A reference would be David saying, “Incline not my heart to any evil297.”
Please remember that God limits our temptations to those that we are capable of succeeding
in. God does not put us in a position where we are guaranteed to fail,
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it298.
The last possible translation of this verse is a link to the book of Revelation,
Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth299.
We covered the next two verses earlier
16 ¶ Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They
have their reward.
17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;
18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and
thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.
The first observation here is that Jesus supports fasting. Fasting is not that common today
with the occasional church having a once a year fast. Jesus here says, “When you fast..’,
clearly He expects us to fast300.
So, if fasting is for today what is the purpose?
“Fasting begets prophets and strengthens strong men.
Fasting makes lawgivers wise;
it is the soul’s safeguard,
the body’s trusted comrade,
the armor of the champion,
the training of the athlete.”
– Basil, Bishop of Caesarea (AD 330-379)
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See also Acts 13:2-4, 14:23, Luke 4:2-4: Jesus fasted Matt 4:1 and probably John 4:31-34
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The purpose of fasting is to remove distractions and hear from God301. It allows our hearts to
be realigned with God’s heart, it allows our desires to be in tune with Gods desires. If Jesus
had too fast, then we will too.
It is easy to say that the teachers of the law had changed the purpose of fasting from focusing
on God to ensuring that the people considered them holy. As I write this, I am not sure that
the Pharisees original motivation was bad. I suspect that it started out as a demonstration to
the people, I will fast, so that you can follow my example to draw closer to God. I have
fasted like this, visibly so that someone could follow my example and yet I can now see the
truth in Jesus’ words. There are two errors, the obvious one that Jesus highlights – if we are
fasting in a way that others can see, we have added a distraction from our focus on God.
Secondly, we are assuming that God needs our help in teaching others302 and our example is
already wrong because we are fasting publicly. No matter how the scribes and teachers had
started, their fasting, as far as Jesus was concerned, was focused on looking good to the
people not on realigning their hearts to God.
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is
life and peace303.
When people break an addiction, it is usually a swap from one addiction to another. For
example, often when people give up smoking, they eat snacks at the times they used to
smoke, they replace the nicotine addiction with food. As humans we used to be addicted to
the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. As Christians fleshly desires
need to be put to death, replacing the old addictions with Christ. So, we fast, replacing our
fleshly desire with prayer, bible reading and meditating on the Word of God304.
For everything in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the
pride of life – comes not from the Father but from the world305.
19 ¶ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal:
20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
We have all got treasures at home, money is an obvious one. I have a clock that was my
grandfathers, I doubt it is worth a fortune, but it is a treasure to me. Others have cars, houses
or even hobbies. One of your treasures could also be your looks how much time and effort
do you put into making sure you look good? As Jesus points out they all have limited live
and deteriorate. Should we spend that much time and money on looking after these short
term treasures, or should we not rather prepare eternal treasures.
So what are these treasures that we should prepare? Luke gives us a clue;
“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags
301

See Acts 13:2-4
There are cases when you might join with someone (or a group) in a fast for a common vision from God,
particularly if you were discipling them.
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Rom 8:6
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Some reading; “Shaping History through Prayer and Fasting” by Derek Prince, Hunger for God by John Piper,
and The Rewards of Fasting by Mike Bickle
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which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also. “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you
yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the
wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.
Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.
Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat,
and will come and serve them306.
The first observation here is that giving produces a purse and a treasure in heaven. Then we
are told that we need to wait and watch for the master and we will feast.
The biggest treasure we can have in heaven is our salvation. This treasure like the ones on
earth requires time and effort.
Here we are told to have our waist girded (Our gifts and talents being used for the kingdom)
lamps burning (our faith visible and encouraging to others) and watching (Praying). This is
consistent with other biblical scribes, James tells us faith without works is dead307, or as Paul
says, spiritual exercise promises life now and in heaven308.
So my list of heavenly treasures, in no particular order, is;
Our salvation309
Relationship with Jesus310 and the father
Other people – saving other lives others311 ( I think this is referred to in Luke as
Money bags, we contain love in our hearts so our treasure of love is taken to heaven
by other people,)
Love312
Faith313 : demonstrated by works
Truth314
“Where your treasure is there your heart will be also” or put another way, we become like the
gods we worship315.
What you desire determines what you will become. And if you set your desires on
anything other than the true God, you will become like that, and it will not be pretty.
Desire that is set on the right object — the one true God — ennobles and grows a
human being. Desire set on the wrong thing corrupts us and debases us316.
When human beings give their heartfelt allegiance to and worship that which is not
God, they progressively cease to reflect the image of God. One of the primary laws of
306

Luke 12:32-37 NKJV
James 2:14-17
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1Tim 4:8
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1Tim 6:19, Heb 11:24-26, Rev 2:10, 3:11
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Luke 12:32-37, Rev 2:28
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1Cor 3:8-14 – James 2:17, 1Tim 6:17-19
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1Co 13:8-13
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1Cor 13:8-13
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Deut 29:29
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Ps 115:8, 135:15-18, Rom 1:18-32
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human life is that you become like what you worship; what’s more, you reflect what
you worship not only to the object itself but also outward to the world around.”
Those who worship money increasingly define themselves in terms of it and
increasingly treat other people as creditors, debtors, partners, or customers rather than
as human beings. Those who worship sex define themselves in terms of it (their
preferences, their practices, their past histories) and increasingly treat other people as
actual or potential sex objects. Those who worship power define themselves in terms
of it and treat other people as either collaborators, competitors, or pawns. These and
many other forms of idolatry combine in a thousand ways, all of them damaging to
the image-bearing quality of the people concerned and of those whose lives they
touch.”317
We on the other hand are becoming Christ like as we focus and strive towards Him in His
way.
Bless the Lord by blessing someone less fortunate today through Your......
Time, Talent & Treasures.
"And if you give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your
light will rise in darkness...and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of
water whose waters do not fail."
Isaiah 58:10-11

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall
be full of light.
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
24 ¶ No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?
When I taught my children to ride a bicycle I emphasised that where you look, you will go.
There is a great tendency when cycling to look at the pot hole in your path. If you keep
looking at that pot hole, even though you are trying to avoid it, you tend to ride into it. Why,
because you go where you look. So when cycling, like in life, look at the good path and you
will avoid the pot holes.
My mother used to say what you look for you will see, this is a similar saying based on
emotions. If I look for the bad in people we will see bad, but if we look for the good we will
see the good. No one is perfect or completely evil, in addition we do a lot of things that can
be understood as both good or bad. So what every you look for you will see and our brain
focus on that ignoring all the things that contradict our opinion. So look for the good in
people, sure there will be the occasional person who lets you down, but most people will be
positive for you.

317

N.T. Wright
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Jesus is saying a similar thing, what you focus on you get. Another way this has been said is
walk with the wise and become wise318 and bad company corrupts good character319. I see it
often, we become like the people we spend time with. So spend time with Jesus and
Christians320 who hold the truth high. Then we will become Christ like.
If we can focus on doing G_d’s will and seeing His way we will succeed, if we focus on the
problem or the “fun” that the world has we will fail. We should be transformed by the
renewing of your mind321
Verse 25 starts something that is almost a different subject, food and clothes. The sentence
however, starts with therefore, telling us that this is part of the previous thought. You see we
can get distracted by the hurt someone caused us or the darkness in this world, however we
can also be easily distracted and anxious with needs like food and clothes. We are being
encouraged to have our emphasis on spiritual things, eternal things, heavenly things, then we
will truly live.
This verse should not be used to imply that we must not think about tomorrow or plan for the
future. It is however encouraging us to remember who is really in control of our lives. If we
know trust God for guidance and blessings we can plan in confidence knowing that while
their may be ups and downs, problems and hardships, God will come through.

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:
29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon322 in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these.
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these things.
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you.
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
We often joke about teenage girls taking ages to get ready, making sure that they look their
best, however as I look around, I see how much time most humans waste on trying to look
good. Consider how much money and time is spent at the gym to look good, or the millions
of dollars spent on “Diet” food. I was in a shopping Mall last month and saw an advert for a
318

Prov 13:20, 14:7. Psalm 26:4-5
1Cor 15:33, see also 1John 2:15-17
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King Solomon who was not a great king, in the spiritual, was exceptionally wealthy and clothed in the
earth’s best however in reality the lilies and grass looked better. In the New Testament Solomon is used as a
warning, not as a positive example.
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$200 suit. It reminded me how many people spend thousands on suits, that is months of time
at the office away from family and friends to earn enough for one outfit that could have been
bought for $200.
What do you spend your time on? Earning enough money for that expensive outfit, or a new
toy that might just sit in your garage. Usually these things are supplying a worry, a worry
that no body likes us, a worry that we might go hungry tomorrow. God the Father is our
provider.
When anxiety begins, faith ends; When faith begins, anxiety ends. George Muller
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All flesh is like grass, and all
its glory like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of the Lord stands forever323.”

323

1Pet 1:23-25, also Isa 40:8
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CHAPTER 7
1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again.
The word Judge here, “krino” means to separate, to determine, to condemn. We would say to
pronounce judgement, this is what the office of a judge does, to give a sentence to condemn a
prisoner324.
This is not the greek word “dikastes” which is discern or to judge as in give prominence to
the mental process”
Nor the Greek word “Anakrino” which is judge as in examine, investigate or question
Nor the greek “diakrino” which means to separate thought
God is saying that we must not condemn others, nor separate people but this verse does not
stop us from discerning, or investigating, or questioning. In fact we are told to judge fruit and
to consider what is good and true and just, as we will see shortly325.
Let me give you an example, a while ago I was an elder in a church and a convicted Child
molester was being released from prison. In his parole board application, he spoke of a new
faith and wanted to attend our church. What should the church leadership do, say no to
protect the children attending or welcome him in as he will need Godly fellowship and
biblical teaching.
In my view, Jesus is saying that we must not condemn the man because of his past none of us
were or are perfect. We are not to separate him from the loving people that can enable him to
find healing and a new life in God.
However, Jesus is not saying here that we should allow him to run the youth group. We
should make certain he is never unsupervised with kids. To do this perhaps we should find a
good adult home group where he can grow. He could attend Sundays under supervision
while we investigate and discern if he really has transformed or if he was just using the
church in order to get an early parole. In this instance we must ensure children’s safety and
then help him overcome his problems.
3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye?
4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and,
behold, a beam is in thine own eye?
5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.
I remember going for a drive in a Pastors car and he did not stop at a stop street and exceeded
the speed limit. When we saw a police car he slowed down but complained about the
“revenue gathering” of speeding tickets. I thought, “how can a church leader break the law
like this, he cannot be very spiritual”. I then felt God say to me, look at his fruit. This pastor
had helped many people, inspired others and built up a loving, caring Church. A church
where God’s love was displayed and people grew in Christ – his fruit was great.
324

2Th 2:12, Acts 7:7, Jn 12:48 Act 13:27
We can take a brother to court after we have followed biblical principles, see Mt 18:15. Likewise there are
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This man’s fruit was far better than mine and I was thinking that he was not spiritual. G_d
works with different people in different ways and I felt G_d saying to me, I will challenge
him about his driving when the time is right for him. Don’t condemn people because you are
slightly ahead in this small area when he is miles ahead in the much more important area of
love.
G_d works with us as individuals, He doesn’t have a standard model of,
1. Stop smoking,
2. Get your driving perfect,
3. Stop swearing,
4. Learn to pray
5. etc.
God sees where we are at and then helps us grow in the best way for us. I must not feel
superior just because I have completed step 3 while my friend has not completed what was
step 2 for me. The reality in this case was that driving was step 2002 for him and while I was
on step 4, he was on step 1347. I was looking at the splinter in his eye while ignoring all my
short comings.
“...hypocrite”: Actor (in Greek); literally, means two-faced. I often hear it in relation to
church members and that was how I was acting.
I listened to a mini sermon from a worship leader about how singing on the platform was not
about being musically perfect but rather about serving God. She went on to explain how she
had played the piano for a service making lots of mistakes because she was not a pianist but a
singer and yet God used her. Nothing wrong here, however a few months earlier she had, on
a Sunday morning just before the service, stopped a teenager from leading a song because it
was not perfect. I saw the devastation in the teenager’s eyes, clearly having put a lot into the
opportunity. To make it worse it was not the first time she had stopped young people at the
last minute because they were not musically perfect.
It is easy to say Hypocrite and unloving, perhaps also where Jesus command to make
disciples. Sure those statements are technically true, however there is another side, no doubt
she like all the rest of us, is learning and growing, she wants to be to be perfect, so like us,
she puts on that face that says “this is what we do” when what she really means is “this is
what I should do.”
Another example, I was talking to a pastor and in the conversation I worded something badly
( I am prone to that ). He got angry and I apologised saying I had not meant to offend him.
That made it worse and he told me that he does not get offended. One of his mentors teaches
that being offended is a sin and so “he does not get offended.”
I think that there is two issues behind these stories,
1. Generally, we are blind to our own faults. In my first example I am sure that
our worship leader was thinking about how the song will come across to the
congregation and perhaps how the pastor will react to a badly sung song.
Loving that young singer was not in her mind.
2. Even when we know our faults, we compare them to our own standard. My
wife is a perfectionist, her standard is very high and my “good enough” shows
a lack of effort in her mind. Perhaps the pastor in the second example may
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have punched people when offended in the past. If so relative to his past, he
was not offended, at least not to the point of punching me anyway.
So three things for us to ensure that we remove the bean from our eye;
Honesty – we are not perfect and if we could all be honest, we could be open about
our struggles and grow with other people
Love – We need to support each other and be forgiving together. Christian love is
seen in actions not singing songs on Sunday morning. In my examples labelling them
hypocrites does not help anyone, they are on a journey like me.
Listen to others – we all need people to tell us how things really are. There seems to
be a spiritual elitism around today – I only listen to people who are as spiritual as I
am, This is a sure way to become arrogant proud and misguided. Listening to people
who say things we don’t want to hear is important for our health.
6 ¶ Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
This guidance could not be more appropriate today. I tried to find a good example of a
positive internet post with a bad response and while I had a good laugh I did not find a good
example. I am sure that you have seen a well meaning post receiving a hateful response.
We are called to make disciples however we need to be careful about pearls of wisdom that
God has given us. Not all people want truth, Jesus showed the world the truth and they killed
Him for it. If we post truth expect a backlash.
Most of us don’t think of the error of casting pearls before swine as putting us in danger326.
I have known the sharp rebuke of an unbeliever when sharing treasures of scripture and I find
this a hard road to walk. I was once sharing with an unbeliever in the lunch room and genesis
came up. I shared some things I had just read about. The next day this unbeliever had a set
of anti-Christian pamphlets put in their mail box including a series on why a creation belief is
harmful. While I still believe in creation, it did stop me from sharing my faith as much. I
had shared some pearls of my faith and had them trampled on.
I have read about a number of great men of faith being asked to share on TV only to have the
interview aired with answers being taken out of context or cut before the complete answer is
given, the end result made it appear like the Christian was saying negative things they had no
intention of saying. This is one reason that many senior Christians will not give TV
appearances because they know what is transmitted played will not be balanced.
I know that the same things happen on a word of mouth level – How often have we heard,
that Pastor said that or did this. When you investigate the gossip you will often discover that
things have been grossly misrepresented.
This brings up a very important point that to many Christians do not think about. Many of
the truths of the bible are not written to unbelievers. When we see Jesus preaching to the
public, He talks of love, heals the sick and feeds the hungry. When Jesus spoke to believers,
He calls us to Holiness and obedience. Too often we do things the other way around, we tell
sinners what the Bible says is wrong. Sinners cannot be Holy until they have the power of
326
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the Holy Spirit to overcome. We should be supporting and encouraging unbeliever so that
they accept the gift of the Holy Spirit who can then enable them to turn to Christ.
A recent event in the news has been of a Rugby player Israel Folau. The media has stated
that he said Gays are going to hell. His statement may result in his $4 million contract being
terminated.
Simon Smart wrote an article, “Israel Folau: What I wish I could have said before he
took to Instagram327.” He wrote,
“I'd love to have a beer with Israel Folau. Or at least I wish I could have done that
before he started posting on Instagram what he believes is central to the message of
Christianity.
If I'd had that opportunity, I would have urged him to adopt an entirely different
posture towards the culture he is hoping to influence. In the current climate of distrust,
polarisation and simplistic sloganeering, I'd want to convince him of the need for
thoughtfulness and sensitivity to how his words will be heard. And what the potential
damage of those words might be.
For what it's worth, I would have stressed that good communication matters, that
social media is perhaps the worst possible place to try to explain complex religious
concepts and that Bible verses ripped out of context and lists of "sinners" bound for
hell, without any sense of the broader story, distorts the core message of the text and
its offer of abundant life for every person who would accept it.
But sadly, that opportunity has passed, and it looks as though Folau's rugby career
will be over. I feel sorry for him. He's the subject of a mob justice that has determined
that not only is the content of his post hateful but so too is his motivation. I'm sure
that's not the case. The comedian, magician and outspoken atheist Penn Jillette once
famously said that he doesn't respect religious people who don't proselytise. "How
much do you have to hate somebody to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell
them that?" he said. According to Jillette, something being "socially awkward" is not
a good reason to keep quiet when the stakes are as high as divine judgment.
Whatever you think of Folau's theology, or method of communication, it seems odd to
me that people don't recognise what is moving him to act, especially given the
comprehensive list of those deemed at risk of perdition. Folau is, after all, a footballer
and not a moral philosopher, or theologian or even a nuanced writer.
But the whole sorry saga of Folau's online antics does present some starkly
challenging questions about the kind of society we want to become. Long-time gay
activist Dawn Grace-Cohen responded to the Folau story by saying that celebrating
diversity also must mean celebrating "diversity of opinion". While, in her view, Israel
Folau's views are objectionable - he thinks she's a sinner, she considers him a
Neanderthal - she writes, "I should be able to say so and keep my job. So should he".
In other words, an authoritarian atmosphere of silencing people who hold views that
we find ludicrous, objectionable, or even hurtful, can become dangerous for all of us.
Better to keep conversations going with those we disagree with, rather than shut them
down and drive their views underground.”
So next time you share with an unbeliever remember the way that Jesus shared the truth with
them, in Love, kindness and with the message that they find eternal live in Him. Jesus
327
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accepted sinners like me in my sin, then He gave me the power to over come and be free from
my past.
This same principle also applies to those who preach anti-Christian messages, do not respond
with hatred or bitterness but rather bless them and pray for them328.
As a side note; Pearls are not Kosher.

7 ¶ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you:
8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.
9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?
11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?
12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law and the prophets.
I still find this a hard scripture – how often have I asked and not received or knocked and not
had the door open. So, I do not have a complete answer here but a few pointers:
Firstly, the Greek makes this a commandment not “if you feel like it ask once”. The gramma
has this meaning “you must ask and continue asking”, earnestly crying out to God.
We know that God answers our prayers but… and it is a big but, He does not always answer
them in our way, nor in our time. The verses that follow have some clues to why we are not
always given what we ask;
The son asks for bread- this is a son, so there is a deep relationship. How can we expect to be
given things if we are estranged from God. Think of the prodigal son, while he was away in
his wild living, he got nothing from his father, not because his father did not want to help but
because he had walked away from his father. John tells us that whatever we ask we receive
because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight329.
Another point is that the son asked330 for bread – nourishment, James tells us that we ask but
do not receive because we ask to satisfy our lusts331 not the things that are good for us.
Would that good father give his son a serpent if the son asked for one? A good father gives
good gifts, not ones that will result in harm. If I ask God for a Ferrari I will not get one
because I do not need a Ferrari and it will not be good for me.
Lastly the son asking his father believes that his father can and will answer332. How often do
we just ask in the hope, not really believing. James again tells us that we cannot expect
anything if we are not double minded – Hypocritical might be a better word.
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The model here is a father seeking to do good for his child. G_d does good things for us.
The Golden Rule
12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.
It has been said that Jesus is just following other leaders who stated the Golden Rule.
K’ung Fu-Tze, a writer in China, also known as Confucius:
“He says don’t do that which you don’t want people to do to you.”
The same idea is also found in the Talmud,
don’t do that to somebody else that which you don’t want him or her to do to you.
Other philosophers of the past, arostole, socrotese, say very similar things,
what ever you do not want people to do, don't do to them.
But I want you to note the difference, Confucius and the other philosophers have the negative
– don’t do what you do not want done.
Jesus makes a statement that seems similar but is very different,
Do what you want others to do.
Let me give you a story,
One night you hear a knock on the door, its 3am and you get up and answer it. The
guy at the door is wet from the rain and asks for a push. You look outside and tell
him it is dark and wet and you are going back to bed, if he is still there in the morning
you will give a hand.
Off to bed and your wife askes what it was all about and then kicks you out of bed,
saying what if that was you stranded on the side of the road go and help him. So you
get dressed and take a torch. You go outside in the cold rain looking for the guy, you
look up and down the road but cannot see a car and then you see the guy in the park.
He calls out with a smile on his face, and runs over to the swings, just a couple of
pushes I can’t get the swing high enough by myself.
Ok a funny story, but the man at home complied with Confucius he did no harm, the wife
however wanted Jesus’ approach, do the good that you would like done to you.
Confucius and the other religious leaders say if you see a beggar on the side of the road, do
not kick him on your way past. Jesus does not say don’t kick him, Jesus says help him, give
him some food. Very different statements. Jesus gave us spiritual life when we did not
deserve it, let us display our gratitude to others.
I also want you to note that this “Golden Rule” starts with “Therefore” which links it to the
previous verse. Jesus is expressing not just an ethical principle but a principle of a good
father, a supernatural agency of a loving God. Because God loves us we ought to love others.
It is interesting but phycologists have shown that you can improve your mental health and
happiness by doing good things for other people. God’s ways are always proved by real
science.
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Jesus teaching method was often to
Give a Principle,
Then amplify it,
Then illustrating it
So let us stand back and look at this last section
Judge not that you be not judged
A Principle for us
Then Jesus Amplifies it
With what measure you use it will be used against you
Then Jesus gives us a couple of illustrations
Beam in own eye
The direct illustration
Pearls before swine
A harder illustration that requires judgement.
In other words we must discern but not condemn
In Romans Paul tells us how terrible the world has become, he then said whoever judges is
inexcusable, because when we judge / condemn we are saying that we know better, yet often
we do similar things in different circumstances.
Let me give you a scriptural example;
1And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto
him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.
2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought
and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did
eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own
flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto
him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to
him.
5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan,
As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because
he had no pity.
7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man333
Our sins look terrible when we see someone else doing them, how often it is that the people
that irritate us, do so because they do the very things that we do, so when we judge others we
are saying that God should judge us in that way.
It is human nature that if you go around saying how bad others are, that people will look
closely at you.
So how do we walk the line between judging and not casting pearls before swine
Jesus gives the answer in the next line, ask it shall be given
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This, in Grammatical speak, is present perfect tense and would be better translated as
Ask and keep Asking, Knock and keep Knocking..
Jesus is saying that to walk as a Christian requires wisdom because doing the right
things is not always easy and what is right in one context may not be right in the next.
This is one reason why the Law for Christians is Love. Sometimes that means giving
and doing, while at other times it means just praying. We need to seek G_d for
wisdom all the time.
13 ¶ Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in there at:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.
Loving others by not condemning and doing the things that will help them is hard. It is not
the easy or well walked path. Don't know where you are going, Jesus replied "I am the way, I
am the truth, I am the life334." How often we change that to, “the way to Jesus is go to church
and smile.”
Modern church emphasis is on attendance, welcome everyone, don't nit pick... Jesus reminds
us here that His way is narrow, it is not the popular road. To make this more challenging,
remember that Jesus was talking to believers. Our churches are filled with well meaning
people, there are numerous well meaning pastors but narrow is the way that leads to life.
During a service I was in a man got up and “prophesied” that God had removed His mantle
from the pastor. How should the eldership respond? I saw this as an incredible opportunity
to display love. The man who got up was not displaying love and kindness to the preacher
(who was not the pastor) nor anyone else attending by interrupting the service with his
“Prophecy”. Since we learn love by action, here was our opportunity as a church to display
love and disciple this man in loving fellowship behaviour. At the same time we as a church
could display to the whole congregation that we welcome sinners and how to deal with
division within the body. We all make mistakes, we all say dumb things and we as a body of
believers should help everyone grow and become Christ like.
I was grieved to observe the leadership and church condemned him. We was judged,
separated and told if he ever wanted to come back he had to make a public apology stating
that he was wrong. Even though I went and spoke to the man saying that even if he believed
it was a word from God standing up in a service like that was wrong, I was driven from the
church too as I would not condemn him.
What was done in this church was the easy way, it was the human way of dealing with
divisive people, in fact it was logical. What was done however, was not Gods way. It was
the sinners casting the first stones as a man who was trying to do what he felt God was saying
to him. I still feel grieved that such an incredible opportunity to demonstrate Jesus’ words,
love your enemies was lost and instead condemnation was displayed.
The Straight gate to heaven requires commitment, effort, is not popular and can be lonely.
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If I return to Jesus words, a good father gives good gifts to his son. Let us be God’s children,
not children of a denomination, nor a pastors children, but God’s children. Let us elevate
Gods word, study it and obey it so that we too can receive wisdom to walk the narrow way,
loving the unlovable and caring for the needy.
There is only one path to God, through Jesus who is the gate and along the narrow way that is
obeying the Bible. It makes no different what you and I believe, Jesus is the only way and if
we find ourselves on an easy road with many people and open to all, we have the wrong gate.

15 ¶ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles?
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit.
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit.
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Warning of false prophets, here as explained earlier, we are told to discern, investigate and
make a judgement335, not to condemn but for our own protection.
They do not look like wolves, they are in disguise, and we must be aware. In my experience
most false teachers are not intentionally deceiving, they believe what they teach. Many also
appeared to be good Christian leaders336 and some even “do” miricles337.
I have also noticed that it can be hard to prove they are teaching lies because most of what
they say is truth. I think of false teaching like a willow tree, the branches head up towards
the light but there is a slight bend, not enough to be a problem initially. As the willow
branches get further and further from the trunk they bend a bit more and then a bit more.
Eventually the branches are no longer heading towards the light but towards the ground.
Likewise, false teaching can initially seem hard to discern because it is close to the truth,
however as it progresses it gets further and further away till it is leading people completely
astray. As you look back on the progression it is hard to discern where it went wrong
because each step was just a small compromise.
I remember one pastor who used to teach truth started following a group that didn’t sound
right to me though I could not quote a verse to prove why. One service the pastor showed a
video that was very professional, slick and compelling. It explained Hebrew words and was
fast moving, but made me feel very uneasy and the conclusion was not biblical. I spent a
long time re-watching the video over and over, while searching the scriptures to prove where
the error was. It was hard work and while there was a lot of manipulation of scripture to
make what was clearly an unbiblical point, there was no single statement in direct
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contradiction of scripture along the way, just cunning craftiness338. What was the fruit of this
teaching, the Pastor to a suicide attempt stopping at the last minute.
Since false teachers are common339, what are the fruits that we should be on the lookout
for340?
1. If any man tells you another way to God or that Jesus was not God. The biblical Jesus
is the only way341!
2. Minimise the Word of God342, The Bible becomes an add on rather than our
foundation.
3. Seeks to fleece the sheep343. Often starts with free this but then pressure to give or
buy things. Or give to me and God will give to you, “God blesses the givers” is a
common statement. God never pressurises us to give, He specifically wants us to give
from a generous heart.
4. They elevate themselves344. God gives to those who honour leaders and since I am
the leader if you want to receive from God you must honour me. My vision is from
God, if you are Godly you will be part of my vision. Or I am an apostle so real
Christians will follow my lead.
5. Makes merchandise of you345. The drive is to have a big church or a famous ministry.
You get the feeling that you are valued for what you can do for them or their ministry
rather than being valued for who you are.
6. Rather than people being saved, marriages being healed and love, we see people side
lined or excluded346 when they disagree with the pastor (often they are labelled as
bitter or they won’t repent…).
7. Walk after the flesh347. Lust, Pride, speak evil of “dignities”
8. False teaching. Forbidding to marry, to abstain from meat348.
9. Speak flattering words349.
The scriptures teach that we are brothers350 and that to be the leader you should be the
servant351, remembering that the head is Christ (not a church leader). The 5 fold Ministry
was given not to lord it over people, but to equip the people, and so they can stay true ( by
their own understanding)352 having been taught that the Bible is trustworthy353.
21 ¶ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
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22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.
Notice how even though these people are not saved they appeared to be great Christians –
they prophesied, they cast out devils and did wonderful works. It sounds like they were those
active Christians in church proclaiming Lord, Lord from the front, yet they were doing these
things to be praised of men. False prophets can do miracles354. We need to put our focus on
Jesus, allowing Him to love others through us.
How hard it is to see who is saved and who is not. Notice also that this is right after the
section on false prophets reminding us that we need to have Christ as our leader and head.
We should not elevate church leaders to the position of headship. We do need mentors,
teachers and pastors but be cautious of giving them headship, Christ needs to be the head of
every man355. Many that there be that go on the broad way that leads in the wrong direction
and few are on the narrow road356.
Becoming a child of God requires faith, repentance and then a confession of that faith in
order to start our relationship with God. This will then outwork itself in love357, obedience
(to the Word), forgiveness of others and good works. John said if you say you love God but
hate your brother you lie.
Access to heaven is not on the basis of what we have done, nor on how much of the Bible we
can quote, heaven is accessed by befriending the King and His Son Jesus. Are we in personal
fellowship with Jesus?
You may remember that while Jesus says he never knew them here there is a similar passage
in Luke where the people say, We have eaten and drunk in your presence, and you have
taught in our streets, Jesus reply here is I know you not358. Does this mean that Jesus once
knew them? If so this puts into perspective what Paul says about the gifts, if we have not
love we are nothing359. It seems that humans are quick to follow someone with gifts even
when they never knew God, yet we are slow to follow someone who simply loves.
I was reading an article on sexism in leadership and it talked about how leaders are usually
picked because they are arrogant and narcistic, with most people observe these traits as
leadership potential. Unfortunately people who are empathetic, care for others and bring out
the best in us, are brushed over for promotions. Take the example of Jesus, He healed the
sick360, drove out demons and the multitudes followed Him. Yet when he went to Jerusalem
at the Passover full of love for us, the people were quick to condemn him361. Let us elevate
love above the gifts and above “leadership”.
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24 ¶ Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
We start these verses with therefore, so these verses are linked to the previous warning that
works will not get us to heaven. So how do we remain true, we build our house on the Rock,
Jesus362. Jesus is also the Word become flesh363 and so when we build of lives on the Bible
and a relationship with Jesus we are secure.
Sand, however, is little bits of rock so if we take bits of the Bible, the bits we like, ignoring
others we are building on sand. Many years ago I read about a study done on ministers who
leave the ministry with the aim of helping secure them within their calling. What they found
was that the number one way they could tell if a minister would maintain their ministry when
the hard times came was to ask if they believed in creation or evolution. I think it was about
80% of those who believed in evolution left the ministry while only about 10% of those who
believed in creation left the ministry. I don’t believe that creation is the be all however it is
an indication of how the person considers the Bible. Most church goers who believe in
evolution have either not read genesis or believe bits of the bible but do not consider it to be
Gods word to mankind.
Here is the issue, are we truly Bible driven, or do we use the Bible to support our own
opinions? Either it’s Gods word or it is not, either it is our guide or not. I don’t have to agree
with it, I just need to follow it.
Do we filter what we read through Biblical truth or do we filter the Bible through “science”.
“Science” says that the Grand Canon shows simple animals at the bottom were buried
millions of years before the complex animals at the top. The Bible teaches that there was a
great flood, logically then animals that lived at a lower altitude would be buried first and
these “bottom” dwellers happen to be considered “simple”.
The point is that true science shows that “simple” animals are buried deeper in the Grand
Cannon compared to more “complex animals”. After that it is conjecture as to what that
means. While Biblical scholars struggled to explain how the Grand Cannon formed quickly
the St Helens eruption not only showed how rapid layers form, it also demonstrated a number
of others things that scientists could not explain previously (trees with no branches or roots
buried vertically, flow curves between mixing layers supposedly laid down millions of years
apart364).
So those that filter the Bible through the media’s version of science say the Grand Cannon
supports evolution, while those that filter the media’s science through the Bible notice that
the “science” is really theory dressed up to look like science.
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People who believed in creation mostly considered the Bible to be the ultimate truth, while
those who believed in evolution mostly considered “science” to be true and the Bible to be a
supporting document.
In “modern” churches this downgrading of biblical truth is explained as, “that biblical
passage was for then, it doesn’t apply now”, or the gnostic view - we know better than the
Bible, or worse still, “I’m the Apostle God speaks through me now.”
What is the outworking of this doctrine of emphasising bits of the Bible and not the whole.
Let me give you and example which is very common in the western world; The Health,
Wealth and happiness doctrine. While this is most obvious in tele-evangelists the teachings
have filtered down into many churches,
Sickness is not Gods plan so God heals all good Christians
Give money to your church and God will bless you with riches
Christians are happy people365
While there is an element of truth in each of these statements and I can find you scriptures to
support each statement over all, these do not reflect biblical balance. I think we can all agree
that Biblical Paul was a Godly man, yet he stated that he knew weariness, pain, hunger and
thirst366 even Jesus our Lord, who was perfect in every way did not have a place to lay His
head367 and wept368. The prosperity and riches that the Bible promises are mostly referencing
spiritual riches, the forgiveness of sin and relationships369.
Some will say that this doctrine of Health, Wealth and Happiness, represents faith, I disagree.
I have heard it preached, “I will not get my child diagnosed because if I do it does not
demonstrate faith that God will heal.” If we take the emotion away, I think we can all
understand that this is not logical. My child has broken their arm so I will not get it x-rayed
because I have faith that God will heal it, this is not faith but child abuse. While we are not
of the world, we are in the world and God expects us to act logically, get help, and be honest.
If you want a biblical basis for going to the doctor, consider the parable of the good
Samaritan. He bound up the man’s wounds and poured oil and wine on them. This
was good medical advice in those days. Jesus tells us to go and do likewise370 i.e.
follow good medical advice.
We are also told to judge fruit and I have also noticed how many teenagers leave the church.
I believe that this doctrine is a significant part of the reason. The children come to the church
and find hope. Then as the trials of life hit, they realise that they do not have, health, wealth
or happiness and they either feel unloved by God or disillusioned by the “truth” that they
have been taught. What has happened is that they have been taught the nice bits of the Bible
but when the storms hit instead of a firm foundation in the form of a complete rock, they have
built their faith on bits of rock, which geologists will tell us is sand. So their faith fails in the
many storms that teenagers have to deal with.
We can also see from these verses that we need the biblical foundation in order to obey and to
continue trusting that God is good even when we see things that we do not want to
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happen. Note man who built his house on the rock still suffered the weather of the world, but
the wise man dug deep into the word to get to the solid rock. Christians will lose their jobs,
suffer diseases and be hated by some however, we know that God loves us and we will grow
from the experiences, from where we will be able to help others endure their own hardships.
We need to go from here and obey these beatitudes, sure they are hard sayings and we will
need to dig deep, or we can deceive ourselves by just listening and then not doing anything.

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished
at his doctrine:
29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

How did the scribes teach? Rabbi Gamliel says that you should do this and rabbi says this.
Jesus on the other had quoted the old testament and then said “I say this...” Jesus trusted His
own teaching and backed it up with scriptures.
I find this a challenge. I don’t want to skirt responsibility by saying that person said that
however I also don’t want to claim perfect knowledge. No matter how hard I try there will be
errors in this teaching (and I hope you will tell me if you find one). So how does one teach,
with confidence or using others to justify ones understanding?
My approach is to refence biblically where I get my understanding from and I hope that you
will challenge me on points that you disagree with. However, should you disagree, please
provide a biblical basis for your points. For us to remain true we, together, must agree that
the Bible is truth, while our understanding might not be completely accurate371.
There is another aspect of Jesus’ authority. Jesus lived what he taught, there was no
hypocrisy, there was no disagreements between His words and His actions.
One of my mother’s friends wanted to get married in a particular church and the
leaders would not let them because the groom had been divorced. The bride was very
upset about this because she strongly believed that a marriage had to be done within
their church or God would not bless them. As the discussions progressed the leaders
discovered that the groom’s ex-wife had been divorced previously which meant that
his marriage could not have been recognised by the church and so this was his first
proper wedding and they could get married in the church. I am not sure how they
explained the groom’s child.
While I found this story sad and amusing it highlights how rules can result in decisions that
do not match logic. Jesus, however, always spoke with Love, Truth and in agreement with
scripture.
So how do we fit into this since Jesus taught us to become Holy people. Jesus did not set
aside the Law of Moses, He obeyed it and taught us in the preceding chapters to obey it too.
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As we strive to obey Jesus, as we aim for perfect holiness we must remember that Jesus
fulfilled the law so that we are saved because of Jesus’ perfection and work on the cross.
Salvation is not based on our works but His.
A follow on from this is that we should not pressurise others to obey, we must encourage
them to find Jesus. The Holy Spirit will then help them to change.

CHAPTER 8

The Design of the Gospels
Matthew
Presents Jesus as The Messiah
Genealogy

From Abraham:
Legal right

Focus: What
Jesus
Focus: Audience
Temple
City
Illistration

Mark
A Servant
None:
A servant’s
genealogy is not
important

Luke
The Son of Man
From Adam:
Human Blood
line

John
The Son of God
From Eternity In the beginning was
the Word: Jesus is
the Pre-existent one

Said

Did

Felt

Was

Jew

Roman

Greek

Church

Outer Court

Holy Place

Holy of Holies

First described
Miracle

Leper cleansed
(Jew = sin)

Demon expelled

Demon expelled

Water turned to
wine

Ends with

Resurrection

Ascension

Promise of Spirit:
Followed by Acts

Promise of Return:
Followed by
Revelation

1 When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.
2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord372, if thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.
3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And
immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the
priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.
“When He was come down from the mountain”: That is, Jesus was coming down from the
Sermon on the Mount. I think Matthew is pointing out a change in Jesus ministry – Jesus
told us how to act in the sermon on the mount, now however Jesus is demonstrating it.
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Jesus often used miracles in the physical world to demonstrate spiritual truths. He healed
people to show that he had the authority to forgive sin. He cursed a fig tree as a sign of
coming judgment on the temple. He healed on the Sabbath to show his authority over the
Sabbath. He raised people from the dead to show that He is the resurrection and the life. He
fed thousands to show that he is the bread of life. And here, He heals a leper to show that He
has power over sin.
The first miracle described by Mark and Luke was the casting out of a demon, the miracle
that we as humans desire - healing from the evil and sickness of the world. John’s first
described miracle was the first miracle, turning of water into the wine at a wedding373. This
symbolised Jesus fulfilling the ceremonial washing and bringing in a celebration of man
being able to reunite with God.
Here Matthew’s first described miracle is the healing of a leper374. Since Leprosy was a
symbol of sin375 in the old testament Jesus is symbolising that He will heal us from our sin.
This act is in fact presenting Jesus Christ is as the Meshiah Nagid, the Messiah of Israel.
Further the healing of a leper demonstrates great compassion for sinners as one could become
unclean by touching a leper376. Lepers were outcast from society and they did not feel the
human touch, something that Humans crave, having to cry unclean, unclean wherever they
went. Jesus however not only gave this man the human touch, but He gave him Gods touch
and healed him. Likewise, we can be touched by God and healed of our sin. All we need to
do is cry out “unclean, Lord Jesus have mercy on me.”
Much like today there were miracles among the Jewish people showing that G_d was present,
however there were three miracles that the Pharisaic teaching held could only be done by the
Messiah.
3. Healing a leper
4. Casting out a demon from a dumb person
5. Healing a person born blind.
The first was healing a Leper. Leviticus 13 and 14 lists what must be done by the Rabbi’s if
someone claims to be healed of Leprosy and we have no record of those laws ever being
used. Since the time of Moses no one had been healed of leprosy and so those laws where
never used377. The Pharisees therefore held that only the Messiah could heal a Leper and
those laws were waiting for Him.
The ex-leper is told to go to the priests “for a testimony unto them”. Sure this man was
going to offer the sacrifice and be pronounce clean so that he could return to normal society
however Jesus has an important mission for this man, to be a witness to the priests. When
373

John 2:1-11: Jesus has fulfilled the law and its rituals. Jesus is the Symbolism that the Jewish law was
pointing to. The servants filled the ritual washing containers but rather than washing their skin Jesus changed
them to wine for the guests to drink. Jesus offers to cleanse us from the inside rendering the external washing
unnecessary. Changing the water to wine offered a symbol of the new spiritual life Jesus brings 2 Corinthians
5:17, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
374
Mat 4:23 states that Jesus healed others but this is the first one detailed
375
Leprosy: “Hansen’s Disease” is caused by the bactera Mycobacterium leprae bacillus causing lesions of the
skin and superficial nerves. It starts with an inner corruption that manifests itself outwardly in later stages, just
like sin that starts in the heart and displays the corruption later.
376
Under Jewish law you became unclean by touching a dead or an unclean animal or touching a leper.
377
The two recorded healings of leprosy are Miriam Numbers 12:13 - before the law and Naaman 2Kings 5:115 who was a gentile
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this man went to the priests telling them he had been healed he would also be announcing
Jesus as the Messiah.
Chuck Missler stated that the Jewish leadership had a protocol for dealing with
significant claims, being a prophet, being the messiah etc. When someone made such
a claim they sent scribes to observe the person making the claim. These observers
were not to say anything just to observe and report back. After discussion in the
Sanhedrin, the observers asked questions and then reporting back they would decide
on the claim.
In this healing of the leper, Jesus send the healed leper to the Priests, don’t advertise your
healing on the way but go to the priests – Jesus is claiming to be the Messiah and asking the
leadership to decide.
Note also that Jesus is not publishing His claim on facebook and getting a crowd frenzy to
force the leaderships hand. Jesus does things in order.
The provision was to take two doves and one was set free, what a beautiful picture of an
outcast who had to call unclean, unclean so people could avoid them being set free to lead a
normal life.
There is another interesting thing here, by touching a leper a person became unclean but
Jesus, being God could not be unclean so the leper was cleansed. God cannot dwell with sin,
so either we cannot enter His presence or we must give up out sin, which one is our choice.
Lastly the statement that the leper made was one that I have often made, Jesus, if you will
you can make me clean. Does Jesus want to do that miracle in your life? What do you think?
I think that I often look at this wrong, Jesus is perfect love and therefore of course He wants
us to have what we need. The question therefore should be is this what I want, or what I
need? Is the focus of my desires good for me? When you ask yourself these questions
remember that the hearts is deceitful378 so ask with a real searching.
5 ¶ And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion,
beseeching him,
6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come
under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go,
and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he
doeth it.
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

378

Jer 17:9
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13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it
done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.
First Jesus heals a leper – the outcast of society, now he heals a Roman Centurian’s slave, the
outcast of Jewish society379. His next healing will be of a Women, the second class of that
society. The Jews of the day might have thought that Jesus was healing from the bottom up.
I think Jesus was demonstrating that there are no outcasts or second classes in His kingdom,
it is God and then us. In God’s kingdom there is no upper class and no superiors, we are all
brothers and sisters in Christ.
I think that Jesus is also breaking down the perception that He had to be physically present in
order to heal. We see this view today with the alter call, you need to come to the front and
the pastor (or special church member) has to lay their hands on you to be healed. Now please
I am not saying that there is no benefit in the laying on of hands but here Jesus highlights
another truth, God is omnipresent. It is so easy for us to limit God, but here we see that there
are two important parts:
1. Come to Jesus. Flowery prayers, lots of words or clever technique is not the issue but
being in Jesus presence is what is required. Paul tells us to come boldly into the
presence380. To do this we need to have already developed a relationship.
2. Faith. Too often I have heard of sick people being told that they were not healed
because of their faith. While this could be the case it seems that the faith of any of the
associated people could be enough.
a) Here it is the faith of the servant’s boss that allowed for the healing. We are
told nothing of the servant, so we have to assume that he did not have
incredible faith.
b) In the next chapter we will see healing based on the faith of the sick person381
c) The demon possessed boy was not healed because of the disciples’ lack of
faith382. Oops that would trip up many a “faith healer” who blames the sick
person.
d) The man lowered through the house roof was healed by his friends’ faith.
For healing we need a touch of heaven and anyone can bring heaven in, you or I can bring
heaven into a situation when our heart is right. Also, we do not bring heaven into a situation
by technique, training or being special, we bring heaven in by being in a relationship with
Jesus.
But and this is a Big But, I do not believe that heaven changes every situation in the way we
expect it too. Some pain and suffering is for our own good – in the long term, some
situations are because of sin ours or someone else’s and some situations are because of our
choices. So do not expect everyone to be healed, but I can guarantee that as a child of God,
He will be with us bringing good despite the circumstances383.
Notice that Jesus offers to go into the gentile home, something a Jew is not supposed to do.
Jesus was prepared to demonstrate what He states in verse 11, that the Kingdom of Heaven is
open to all.
379

The Romans, as the occupying army were hated as plunderers. This man as a leader of 80 men would have
also been hated for his wealth and power while the average Jew had very little.
380
Hebrews 4:16 and Eph 3:12
381
Matt 9:20-22
382
Matt 17:14-21
383
Rom 8
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The Centurion sees that Jesus is not just a doctor/healer but the Lord of all. Since the
Centurion is a ruler of 80 men he understands authority and therefore knows that Jesus does
not have to go to his house and defile Himself by entering Gentile quarters. Jesus’
compliment to the Centurion was also a sad reflection of the Jews who should have
understood and recognised the authority of their Messiah.

14 ¶ And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and
sick of a fever.
15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto
them.
The first point here is that Peter must have been married to have a mother-in-law. So the
view that Peter was celibate is not supported by the scriptures. As an interesting note when I
went to Israel you could visit a house that they say is this house.
Note what miracles Matthew starts his Gospel with,
Cleansing a leper – a very Jewish messianic thing.
Heals a Roman’s servant – a very forgiving thing to do for a occupying force.
Heals a woman – a very inclusive thing to do in a society that considered woman as
second rate citizens.
While Matthew’s focus is on showing that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, he is also pointing out
that His kingdom is welcoming. God’s kingdom is Jewish but, it is open to all – not just Jews
and in God’s kingdom we are all equal, there are no second rate citizens.
What did Peter’s mother do with her healing? She didn’t just go back to her knitting, she
responded with service for the king. She uses her new health to honour Jesus.
God has done a miracle in our hearts by giving us salvation, what are we doing with that
miracle?
16 ¶ When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with
devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:
17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet384, saying, Himself
took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
Jesus healed all that were brought to Him and drove out demons. We could stop there, God is
with us, God is all powerful. Even more wonderful, Jesus was fulfilling prophecy, so God
can see through time.
Then the crunch, Jesus is taking the peoples sickness from them and carrying them Himself.
What a tragedy, the innocent blameless perfect one carrying our sickness and our sin. I
cannot comprehend the generosity of God in carrying my burdens. Half of those burdens are
because I cannot control my own desires and yet the grace of God abounds beyond my
comprehension.

384

Isa 53:4
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Could this be one of the reasons that we do not see as many miracles of healing today, we are
not prepared to carry other peoples burdens? Not because we do not take other peoples
illnesses, only Jesus can do that, but there is a cost. For me to help requires time and a risk
that I will pray and see nothing happen. Perhaps if it cost me more - emotional energy to
connect with the sick person and feel their pain, I might pray more earnestly and therefore see
more people healed
18 ¶ Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart
unto the other side.
19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest.
20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father.
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead385.
Jesus is actively resisting people from following Him.
Many years ago, I felt God was saying to me that I should become a full time worker for
God, I went to the Pastor of my church and discussed it with him. He said ignore it!
I went home thinking he was nuts, surely, we are called to obedience and faith. Over time I
have come to realise the truth to that advice.
Firstly, along with a calling comes persecution and to survive we need to be certain
that the calling is sure. In my marriage there have been hard times and the primary
thing that gets me through is knowing that Lynn is God’s gift to me. Before we got
married God was very clear to both of us that He wanted us to get married. Therefore
when I am frustrated and she is not what I want at that time, I do know she is what I
need. I can see the truth of Romans 8 in my marriage – All things work for the good
of those who love the Lord and are called.
Secondly and closely related, before we take a giant leap, we need to be certain that
what I thought I heard was really what Jesus was saying to me. As the saying goes,
the issues are in the details. I still believe that I have been called but looking back I
do not think that then was the right time, so I hold to the calling believing that it will
come to pass in God’s timing.
I have seen many people’s faith waiver when they thought Jesus was saying
something to them and they rushed in with a poor outcome. God’s timing is often not
our timing. We are a microwave society, while God is happy with a slow cooker.
I do not think that Jesus is trying to stop people from following Him, but I do think He wants
people to enter into the Christian life with their eyes open. It is also an example for us to
follow, encourage people to follow Jesus but be honest. The “Name it and Claim it’ TeleEvangelists do the Body of Christ huge harm, not just for their false doctrine but also because
Christianity is not an easy life. Christianity is a spiritual battle386 not a comfy cloud to sit on

385
386

See also Luke 9:57-62
Eph 6:12
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with your harp. It is a narrow road387 with much persecution388, but the joy of walking with
Jesus and knowing the outcome of our walk makes it worthwhile.
There is a cost of discipleship, for example comfort and security – homes389 Jesus did not
have a place where he could lay His head – He did not have an earthly home.
The next point that Jesus makes here is priority. The disciple said, “Lord let me first..” that is
the wrong order, it needs to be Jesus first. The burial was a procrastination not a death that
happened that morning. What the man is really saying is, I want to inherit the property first,
or I don’t want to disappoint my father, therefore later Lord.
The dead bury their dead. Let those who have not been born again morn for their loss, we the
spiritually alive will rise again to be with Christ390.

23 ¶ And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him.
24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was
covered with the waves: but he was asleep.
25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish.
26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.
27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and
the sea obey him!
Professional fishermen climb into a boat to travel across a lake that is only 13km across and
they fear for their lives. We should remember that they probably couldn’t swim and boats
did sink. There is a boat called the Jesus boat (Sea of Galilee boat) that has been recovered
from the lake which is dated to this time period (between 50BC and 50 AD391). Was the boat
with the disciples, overloaded, was it a surprise storm or was it a supernatural storm?
Whatever the reason for the disciples fear, Jesus made the call for them to go to the other side
of the lake and a storm arose resulting in real fear. We probably have all had situations when
we do what we believe is right and things go wrong.
I think Jesus’ first response, “Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith?” is a call for us to
remember when we are in a storm that we can ride them out confident in the Love of God.
We have just read the parable about the man who built his house on the rock and he had to
endure the storm. Likewise everyone will go through rough times in life and if we have built
our life on Jesus, we may suffer, things may go wrong but all things will work for the good of
those who love Jesus392.
Jesus doesn’t leave the disciples in their fear, He reaches to the place where they are at and
calms the storm. What a gracious God we serve that He calms a storm even though He
intended them to go through it.
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Maat 7:13-14
John 15:18, 2Tim 3:12
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Mark 10:29-30, Also 2Sam 24:24, 1Chro 21:24 etc
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1Thes 4:14-17
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Jesus proves something else to us and those disciples, Jesus is Lord over all the universe.
Can I repeat that, All the universe. Jesus has power to hang the stars in to heaven393 and the
power to calm the sea and still the wind394.
When I look at thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars
which thou hast established, who is man that thou art mindful of him, and
the son of man that thou dost care for him?395

I also want to point out here that Jesus is demonstrating the complete Gospel – good
Christians will suffer loss and good Christians will be hurt. Let us be honest in our words,
giving your life to Jesus does not mean that your life will be easy, pain free and comfortable.

28 ¶ And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there
met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no
man might pass by that way.
29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of
God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?
30 And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding.
31 So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the
herd of swine.
32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd of
swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the
sea, and perished in the waters.
33 And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing,
and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils.
34 And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they
besought him that he would depart out of their coasts.396
I must admit here that my first thought on this passage used to be, what did the pig farmers do
wrong? They were far off minding their own business when all their animals suddenly ran of
and were drowned. Of course, pigs were not Kosha397 but then not everyone in the area
where Jewish either398.
There is a theory that the death of the pigs in place of the possessed man is representative of a
scapegoat399. We often consider the majority to be right and therefore the rights of the many

393

Job 9:9 See also Psalm 148:3-6
Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:22-25 and Psalm 107:25
395
Psalm 8.3
396
Mark 5:1-21; Luke 8:26-40 In the other gospels only one demon-possessed man is described. James L.
Resseguie Narrative Criticism of the New Testament: An Introduction 0801027896 2005 p116 "The singular
and plural pronouns underscore the man's divided, confused identity. The demon-possessed man is singular
yet multiple.” Also the description of the location varies; without specific boundaries people described a
region based on the closest major centre. The problem is that the major centre depends on your perspective,
are we talking Social, Economic or political influence. The Gospels demonstrate that they are eyewitness
accounts by their different views and yet historical accuracy. The event likely took place at a little town called
Kursi, while Gardara and Gerasa were large towns nearby with influence over the area. “Gadara was a Grecian
city” [Josephus Antiquities, 17:13.] hence swine were kept.
397
Lev 11:7
398
This area is part of the Decapolis, 10 Gentile cities. The prodigal son found his sense feeding swine.
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Girard, Rene (1986). The Scapegoat. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. pp. 165–183.
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out weight the rights of the one400. Using this perspective, it may give us understanding of
why the people of the region ask Jesus to leave. Logic would dictate that after seeing
someone healed you would want the healer to come and heal friends that were sick.
However, if the society had shunned the possessed man as a scapegoat, (he is evil and I am
not like him, therefore I am ok) the fear that Jesus may come and judge them rather than be
gracious could have been their primary thought.
Could this also be the attitude behind the anti-gay, anti-abortion movement ? As humans we
like to have a standard to live to, the problem is that we relegate sins that we have not
committed to below the standard, rape and murder are common sins put below the standard
(depending on the group this list of evil sins is often extended to alcoholics, abortion, etc).
Since I have not committed these sins I must be a good person. When Jesus came He
showed God’s standard - perfection. Against God’s standard I am a sinner, we all are and
judging against a human list of bad sins makes us guilty of judgement as well. Since no one
wants to be revealed as a sinner, we can shun the one who reveals truth as these people did.
Remember though, Jesus did not stop at showing us that we are sinners, He took our sins so
that we can be restored to a place of holiness and in a right relationship with God. Don’t be
like the Gergesenes and stop at the revelation that they were sinners, take the next step and
find forgiveness in Jesus401.
While this event talks of Jesus, grace and power it also reveals something of the demonic. He
was fierce and strong402 so that not one could pass, the demons gave this man super human
strength403. He also lived among the tombs away from people, isn’t that the way of Satan, to
give us things we think we want, like strength, while in reality making us alone. How many
Hollywood actors have found fame and fortune but lost loving marriages?
As with several other demonic events described in the Bible, the demons recognised Jesus
and have knowledge of future events. They are telling everyone in hearing range that Jesus is
God. They also knew that they were/are destined for torment (verse 29) and that Jesus has
ultimate power over them404. Which is why this has been described as the weaker (the
demons) coming to the much stronger invading force (Jesus405) before the battle, to beg for
terms of surrender. Certainly the Legion406 of demons came out to beg from Jesus the reason
for His visit and the opportunity to flee before the battle407. Jesus grants their wish and they
flee to the herd of swine (an unclean animal) but their freedom is short lived as the swine run
down the hill into the lake and are drowned. We are in a spiritual battle and Jesus is an
unrivalled power that will win.

400

Star Trek, The Wrath of Khan (1982) used the phrase, the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few
(or one)
401
In Mark 5 and Luke 8 we read that not only did this man find freedom but we see his response to that
freedom, he wanted to follow Jesus (Mark 5:18). Jesus tells him to tell the people the good things that the
Lord has done to you. Later in Mark 6 Jesus is welcomed to the area. There is nothing like a personal
testimony of the grace of God.
402
Mark and Luke expand on this saying that he could break chains
403
Mark 5:3 also Acts 19:16
404
Demons were created by the Son of God (Col. 1:16) individually they do not procreate as we do (Matt.
22:28-30). So they have had 6000 years to learn.
405
Remember when Jesus went to the wilderness and was tempted, satan offered Jesus all the kingdoms.
Jesus did not challenge the ownership.
406
Luke 8:30, A Roman legion at this time was about 5000 men.
407
See also Mark 1:23-24
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I wonder if Jesus allowing the demons to flee was out of love for the demon possessed man,
we see in Mark that one Demon “rent him sore ... and he was as one dead408”. Therefore, it is
possible that removing all the legion of demons at once would have been too much for the
man. If this is true then we see yet again the grace of God being kind to us over and above
the normal approach to cast the demon/s out, “what is man that thou art mindful of him.”

408

Mark 9:26
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