GENESIS
The book of beginnings.

If you look for [the truth] as for silver,
and search for it as for hidden treasure…
then you will…
find the knowledge of God1

These are the notes that used when the small group I was leading, went through the book of
Genesis together in 2012. I pray that they will inspire you to read the Bible and in doing so
deepen your relationship with the God of all creation and His Son Jesus our Messiah.
I have gone over the notes and tried to reference every source, if I have missed any, I
apologise.
Please e-mail me questions, comments or suggestions. I would love to hear from you,
bible@wigram.nz.
1

Prov. 2:4,5
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Background.
Our Bible is divided into two sections, the Old Testament and the New Testament. These can
be further divided up, the New Testament into the Gospels, the Pauline letters etc. The Old
Testament, which the Jews call the TaNaKh can be divided in to the:
Torah or the Law - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy
Nevi’im, the Prophets – Joshua, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc
Ketuvim the Writings – Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ruth, Chronicles etc
The Bible is really a collection of scrolls (books) that form a complete story. The Old
Testament tells the story of creation and the Israelites with their anticipation of a Messiah.
The New Testament describes that Messiah, Jesus, and the early church.
Who authored Genesis?
As we go through Genesis I will note that different section are indicated to have originated from
different authors. For example, starting at verse 1, God is the only person who could have
directed the narrative.
Jesus credits Moses with putting Genesis in writing and Jesus affirmed its accuracy, telling
the Sadducees that they, greatly erred by not believing Genesis.
And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses,
how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead, but the God of
the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 2
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He (Jesus) expounded unto them in
all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Jesus)… 3.
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he
their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem 4.
Paul also believed Genesis, saying,
But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship
I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in
the prophets5:
From Jesus testimony Moses is credited with transcribing it under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.

Mark 12:26-27
Luke 24:27
4
Luke 24:41-47
5
Acts 24: 14
2
3
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The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man but Holy Men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost6.
All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 7
Chuck Missler states that there are at least 200 quotations or allusions to Genesis in the Bible
and at least 100 to the first 11 chapters. Every author in the New Testament refers to these 11
chapters. He also stated; every time I see someone reading the scripture they take it literally.
It has also been said that every major doctrine has its origins in Genesis and some require
Genesis for a complete understanding.
• Genesis is the start of all things, where Revelation is the completion
• Genesis describes the creation, Revelation the restoration
• Genesis describes the entrance of sin & death Revelation describes the end of sin and
death
• In Genesis the Tree of life is guarded in Revelation there is free access to tree of life.
• In Genesis, eating the flesh from the tree of knowledge brought a curse, in Jesus, who
was knowledge hung on a tree, eating his flesh brings freedom from the curse
Genesis also describes the origin of the universe, life, mankind, marriage, evil, language,
government, culture, nations and religion. There is also a doctrine called the Law of first
mention: This states that the first mention of a word or concept is usually significant and lays
the definition for future use within the Bible. This means that Genesis lays the foundation of
our understanding of God and the entire Bible.
I am reminded of an observation that I heard once. The number one determinant that can be
used to identify if a full-time paster or evangelist will remain in full time work, is how they
view Genesis. Those who believed Genesis, including creation, is truth, were far more likely
to remain in full time ministry, than those who didn’t. As Jesus’s parable states, if you build
your house in the rock, you will be able to weather storms.

Layout of the book of Genesis
There are 4 major sections;
Adam to Noah
Abraham
Isaac and Jacob
Jacob’s Sons

Genesis 1:1 to 11:26
Genesis 11:27 to 25:18
Genesis 25:19 to 37:1
Genesis 37:2 to 50:26

Genesis is a book where I think the chapter breaks are in the wrong place and I want to
propose to you that there is a Signature at the end of each section.
towledah 8 which means
“account of men and their descendants”, or
“course of history” or
“begetting or account of”

2 Pet 1:21
2 Tim 3:16
8
Strongs H8435
6
7
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So instead of writing “Kind Regards, Keith” at the end of my letter or section, I might
write, “Towledah, Keith”, or in English, “This is the record of the origins of Keith”
This gives the following sections;
1st Section: Gen 1:1 to Gen 2:4 which ends with,
This is the record of the origins of Heaven and Earth
2nd section Gen 2:7 to Gen 5:1 which ends with,
This is the book of the generations of Adam
3rd section Gen 5:3 to Gen 6:9 which ends with,
These are the generations of Noah
4th Section Gen 6:11 to Gen 10:1 which ends with,
These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem Ham and Japeth
…
Gen 10:32, Gen 11:10, Gen 11:27, Gen 25:12&13, Gen 25:19, Gen 36:1, Gen 36:9,
Gen 37:2
We should also consider the book of Genesis as a whole, a summary could be;
God created the world and humans as his image bearers, these humans sinned damaging the
image. God washed the earth of the sinful humans keeping the least sinful, Noah, but Noah
also sinned demonstrating to mankind that they could not live a holy life. God chose Abram
and his family to demonstrate how man could be reunited with God, by faith.
Bryen describes an outline of Old Testament Theology. 9
There are three rebellions that take place;
1. The first rebellion is the result of the serpent deceiving first Eve and then Adam through
Eve in order to control the Dominion Mandate given to YHWH’s imagers; quick sidebar: Pss’t the serpent is not a serpent but one of YHWH’s Cherubs a celestial being
known as ‘The Nachash’ he is a watcher.
2. The second rebellion is built on the foundation of the first but a different set of celestial
beings; here several of YHWH’s Heavenly Host also known as son’s of YHWH embody
themselves and forcefully rape the wives of YHWH’s imagers producing an unusual
race of people known as Nephilim. They introduce war, teach supernatural magic to
YHWH’s imagers, and show them how to cross breed every conceivable plant, fish,
bird, and animals they can. Pss’t Another side-bar: they did this because YHWH used
the blood of animals to cover the sin of Adam and Eve, and corrupted blood is not
acceptable for atonement. The result is YHWH gets Noah to save all the uncorrupted
animals, then brings a flood to destroy everything that breathes along with all plant life.
3. The third rebellion is in Genesis 11 and is known as the Tower of Babel incident. YHWH
had told Noah and his seed to be fruitful and multiply; they didn’t, after wandering
around a while YHWH’s imagers found a suitable place and decided to build a tower
with a Ziggurat on top as a place of worship. Their intention was to reach up to Heaven,
make a reputation for themselves and worship the lessor elohiym; YHWH scatters them
across the world and changes their language. Effectively YHWH says:- OK guys you
do not want anything to do with me, so I have now disinherited all you Nations, and I
will keep Israel as my special called out people they will be my inheritance.
9

Bryen Gaskell
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And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon
and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve
them, which YHWH your Elohiym has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.
But YHWH has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be a
people of his own inheritance, as you are this day. 10
When the Elyon gave to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of
Adam, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the children of
Israel. But YHWH’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage. 11
Psalm 82 identifies these rebel elohiym as corrupt, verses 1-2 YHWH confronts these rebel
elohiym and asks them how long will they continue to judge in an unjust manner, depriving the
weak of justice and not looking after the fatherless and ignoring the plight of the destitute. Then
in verses 6-8 YHWH says although you are all elohiym, sons of ʿElyôn you will die like men.
The rest of the Old Testament identifies the continuous conflict between the rebel elohiym and
YHWH and Israel against the rest of the Nations. What makes it worse is that a residue of seed
from the Genesis 6 affair have mingled with the rest of the Nations meaning YHWH’s chosen
inheritance will always have their land contested resulting a continuous war.

10
11

Deuteronomy 4:19-20
Deuteronomy 32:8-9
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CHAPTER 1

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
In the beginning God – no explanation – no justification just, God.
The purpose of the Bible is to reveal God to us, so that we can be adopted into His family. It
is clear therefore that we should start with God
Since Genesis is the book of beginnings and God has no beginning, it is natural that we start
with God.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 12
And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end. 13
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 14
The word for God here is “Elohym”. El means God and the rest means plural, but more than
2. Similar, to how we say person, couple or people. Another example is Cherub and the
plural Cherubim.
Here in the first phrase, we have the trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit.
For by him (Jesus) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist.15
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life
was the light of men.16
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;17
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus
Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 18

Psalm 90:2
Rev 21:6, see also Isa 41:4, 44:6, 48:12, Rev 1:8, 1:17, 2:8, 22:13
14
John 1:1
15
Colossians 1:16-17
16
1John 1:1-4
17
Heb 1:1-2
18
Eph 3:9-10
12
13
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The actual phrase here is:

“re’shiyth bara Elohim”
A direct translation could be:
“At First” “Created” “The Plural God”
re’shiyth means the first, in place, time, order or rank (specifically a firstfruit)19
Bara means “ to create” 20
Some, and I used to be included here, say that “bara” means “to create from
nothing” 21 and comparing it to “asah” which means to do or make in a broad sense.
This differentiates God’s ability to create the world from nothing while man takes
something and fashions it into something else. God spoke and the world was created,
man takes a tree and fashions a table.
While this sounds good, when I compare passages we discover that God created (bara)
and made (asah) the sun, the moon, the stars, sea creatures, trees and man, among
other things. To complicate things more man was created (bara)22, made (asah) 23 and
formed (yatsar)24. Therefore, I will not presume to make this differentiation anymore.
We can, with confidence note that God, being the trinity, created the Heavens and the earth in
the beginning. It was not an accident or a random chance, God created the heavens and the
earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.
5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and
the morning were the first day.
Here I must point out that Hebrew is not like English it can be ambiguous. Also, Genesis is
laying out the foundations for our spiritual understanding and scripture, it is not attempting to
be a scientific journal. This makes it hard when we read the scriptures from a western
mindset. An example is the Hebrew for “the earth was without form and void” while this
translation is the most likely, it could also be translated as the earth became without form and
void. To the Hebrew mind it makes no difference, God is explaining the origin of the earth as
we know it. To the western mind it can present a problem and has given rise to the gap
theory.

Strongs H7218
Strongs H1254: to create, shape, form (always with God as subject)
21
As compared to asah which means “make or do”
22
Gen 5:1 & 2
23
Gen 6:6
24
Gen 2:7
19
20
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Gap theory is an attempt to reconcile the apparent old age of the universe with the
short time frame described in Genesis. 25
The problem with the Gap theory is that it takes this scripture out of context. Consider this
verse;
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.26
In context with the above verse there is no gap and the translation is the correct one.
Another argument against the creation account is the definition of Day. The Hebrew word
means period of time but the usual understanding is the period of light, i.e. daytime. Here
again, before, the hand of God wrote on tablets of stone that it took 6 days and we are to rest
on the seventh.
We can fashion things from raw materials, God formed the universe from nothing. While it
sounds bizarre science has validated the theory. There are particles that have opposite spins
and if they are put together, they disappear, giving off a photon of light. Theoretically
therefore, the opposite could occur with light spontaneously creating two particles. God can
create from nothing.
If you really want me to blow your view of the universe, consider the online world. There are
games where you create an online character and live in an online word. This “world” is made
up of 0’s and 1’s on a computer and they are created by an exterior creator (the programmers)
while they allow the gamers to direct their avatar. This online world proves the existence of
an intelligent creator because it is created by digitised signals (the 0’s and 1s). If I put these
0s and 1s in nature they would be meaningless, likewise if I printed them out and gave them
to you on paper, they would me be meaningless to you. However, in a computer they have
meaning proving that they were created by someone with better computer programming skills
than I have.
Now back to the universe, we know that the light from the distant edges of the galaxy is
Quantised, in other words it is digital. Consider your DNA, it is a digital code, even on a
molecular level everything is made up of individual quarks. You cannot have 1/10th of a
quark, you either have one or you don’t. So logically the universe is digital creation, created
by someone with a far greater intelligence than we have. Here this intelligence is termed
“Elohym.”

There are many problems with the theory of evolution for example, there is no new creations taking
place. All the changes that evolutionists point to are a deterioration as Newton’s second law directs.
Also the earth would have to be orders of magnitude older than old earthers claim for there evolution
to occur. There is a minimum complexity for many aspects of life and evolution cannot explain the
jumps required. , “For more than a century, scientists agreed multicellular animal life evolved from a
single ancestor, which likely resembled cells found in modern sea sponges. But University of
Queensland scientists, led by a husband-wife pair of professors, have found something quite different.
"We were testing the common theory and found no support for it,”” Notice that, evolutionist admit that
there was no support for the theory. https://www.stuff.co.nz/science/113459457/breakthroughresearch-rewrites-textbook-on-origins-of-animal-life

25

26

Exodus 20:11, see also Ex 31:17; Gen 2:2-3;
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Light over comes dark, so it is with God, He overcomes evil. 27 We should also note that God
is working, He is creating order from disorder. Jesus did likewise, He healed the sick, He
bound up the broken hearted and gave us understanding (or order) of the scriptures removing
the complexities of the 613 Mizvot (rules) to give us understanding of God’s order. If we
allow Him, Jesus will bring order to our lives calming the storms within our hearts.
In these verses we also have the beginning of time. On earth we define time in relation to the
sun. Man has defined 24 hours as the time it takes for the earth to complete one full
revolution, i.e. from the time the sun returns to the same position in the sky relative to us.
Therefore, there was no definition of time before the light was created. Thinking in a Hebrew
way the light represents time and God created time. This is an example of the difference in
thinking. To the Hebrew mind the function is more important.
Similarly, in relation to God, Eternity is not a long period of time it is the absence of time.
An illustration might help. If we are standing on the side of a road when a parade comes past.
We see the first vehicle then the next till the last one. We can describe the parade in terms of
time. However, if we were in a helicopter we would see the whole parade all the time and
could describe the vehicles in any order.
God is like the Helicopter, He can see our entire lives from beginning to end all the time,
which is why He can direct things so that,
All things work together for good to them that love the God, to them who are the
called according to (his) purpose. 28
So, make sure that you live your life according to His purpose so that the events in your life
will also be for good.
Which brings to light and dark. Light brings clarity, openness, and honesty and so we see
light as good throughout the scriptures. Darkness is the opposite allowing things to be hidden
and therefore is associated with sin.
When we allow God into our lives, His light bring clarity to us, we can start to grow and
improve. When my one daughter was going through a difficult time the professional advice
was to give her an ultimatum, tough love was their advice. My wife said that is not God’s
way, God deals with us with love, grace, mercy and forgiveness. Looking back, it was God’s
way that succeeded in fact the more I have read on the subject the more I realise that the
tough love stance does not have a great rate of success. So let God’s word and creative power
into your life and you will change from darkness and without form to a glorious new creation.
Which brings me to the Spirit, the work is rŭah29 which means breath, wind or Spirit. It
could be understood that the Spirit is the breath of God. What is important from this passage
is that God’s spirit brings life. We can experience this first hand, when we allow God’s Spirit
to flow in our lives He will bring life to the situation. Just as I described above, God’s Spirit
moved through my wife and brought life to a very difficult time in our lives.

2Cor 6:14-18;
Rom 8:28
29
Strongs H7307
27
28
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These verses also give the Jews the starting point for their day. The evening and the
morning were the first day30. To a Jew the day to starts at sundown, because the description
of the first day starts with the evening.
6 ¶ And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide
the waters from the waters.
7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the
second day.
I must say that I am not ure what is being said here. What is the firmament referring too, the
word is Rāqîa’31 meaning expanse or surface. Waters could also mean fluid transitory things
and even violence so I think it is possible that it is referring to gravity. Chuck Missler
comments on this verse and says it fits with particle physics and Plasma’s. I will take his
word for it.
On a side note here
He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon
nothing. 32
When we understand that space, is not empty, it has properties as if it was made of matter, so
perhaps this is taking about dividing the matter of space from the earth and its atmosphere.
Another understanding could be the waters under the firmament being the waters that came
out in the flood, referred to as the fountains of the great deep later in Genesis 33.
We know that the 7th day is Saturday which makes this day of creation Monday. Which
explains why no one likes Mondays because it is the only day God does not declare
good.
I hope that you found that funny, but a serious question is why is this the only day that was
not declared good;
1. Perhaps it is because this was a day God divided. God is love and desires unity not
division. Sin divided us from God, but Jesus died to breach the divide.
2. One of the commentaries said that they thought that God did not call the second day
good, because He was sad. When He created the water above, He knew it was the
mechanism he would need to use for destroying the Earth.
3. Another thought is that "waters" which can be a symbol for "people" 34 , and God in
dividing the waters here is reminded of how He will separate people in the future into
heaven and hell, something God is not pleased to have to do:
"The Lord is... not desiring that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance". 35

Gen 1:5
Strongs H7549
32
Job 26:7
33
Gen 7:11
34
Rev. 17:15 "The waters you saw... are peoples, and multitudes and nations...”
35
2 Peter 3:9
30
31
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9 ¶ And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place,
and let the dry land appear: and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called
he Seas: and God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.
Have you noticed how each section starts, “and God said”. It is by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 36.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend. 37
In verse 2 we had the Spirit of God moving, and here we notice that the phrase “and God
said” is repeated. So, we have the triune God, Elohim, God the Father38, God the Son
(Jesus) 39 and God the Holy Spirit. 40
Here we have the waters of the earth gathered so that land appears. Then God created plants
with only the light He created, but no sun. 41 Notice that plants multiplied after their kind, so
potatoes grew into potatoes. This does not prevent one type of potatoes fertilising a different
type of potatoes but potatoes do not fertilise oranges.
It is interesting that on the third day God not only created the dry land but He also produced
the animals. Likewise on the 6th day, God not only created the animals btu He also created
man. This is perhaps highlighting that when the Trinitiy is together that there is extra
creation.
Prophecy is pattern. This saying reminds us that the Bible is full of patterns that are used to
point us to Jesus. I gave you an example above but this section has another. God divided the
waters and brought forth life, here is plants. Later we will see Noah going through the waters
to new life42. In Exodus, God divided the waters and the Hebrews walked through from
slavery towards the promised land43. Jesus came through the waters of baptism to His
ministry 44 and likewise we can come through the waters of Baptism to new life in Christ.
There is a saying, if you always do what you have always done, you will get what you have
always got. Or, as God puts in here your seeds develop after their kind. If your life is not
fulfilling or you have problems, try doing things with God and in His way, after all Gods way
produces good fruit.
2Pet 3:5
John1:1-5, referring to Jesus our Messiah.
38
2Cor 6:18; 1Jn 3:1; Matt 6:26; Psa 103:13
39
Matt 3:17; 16;13-17 Luke 3:22
40
John 15:26; Eph 4:30; Acts 13:2; Rom 8:26-27; 1Cor 12:11
41
See also Isa 60:19-20, Rev 21:23
42
Gen 5-9
43
Ex 14:19-31
44
Matt 3:13-17
36
37
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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all your heart. 45
14 ¶ And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day
from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth:
and it was so.
16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light
to rule the night: he made the stars also.
17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good.
19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
The sun is easy to identify as the greater light to rule the day and as the starts are identified
separately meaning that the moon must be the light to rule the night.46
The Sun and Moon will be symbols of Joseph’s Parents, Jacob and Rachel 47 and of clothing
Israel. 48 The Sun and Moon can also represent time with the sun representing days
(Sabbaths) and the moon seasons. 49 The Sun and Moon are also indicators of the signs of the
end times with the darkening of the Sun and Moon or Blood moon.50
The Sun is sometimes considered to Symbolise God; It creates life and does not need
anything else to produce its life giving light.
The moon is sometimes considered to symbolise God’s people; God’s people do not shine but
can reflect the light of God (sun). The church can move the mases like the moon moves the
tides.
Stars symbolise the angles or heavenly host as it includes Cheribium and at one time, satan
and his armies. 51 Though we should remember that the “Morning Star”, a common name for
the planet Venus, represents Jesus. 52 Venus, as a planet also reflects the sun, as Jesus
reflected Gods glory to us when He came 2000 years ago.
As Paul writes;
[There is] one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars: for [one] star differeth from [another] star in glory. 53
That you have forgotten the Lord your maker, who stretched out the heavens and
laid the foundations of the earth.54
Jer 29:11-13
Psalm 136:9, Psalm 8:3, Jeremiah 31:35
47
Gen 37:9
48
Rev 12:1-7
49
Lev 27:6 (one month is a translation of Strongs 2320 “New Moon), Psalm 104:19, Isa 1:14; 1Sam
20:5-34; Pro 7:20; Psa 81:3; 2Kings 4:23
50
Joel 2:10; Isa 13:10; Mat 24:29; Luke 21:25; Rev 6:12
51
Isa 14:12-14; Rev 12:3-4
52
Rev 22:16; 2Pet 1:19; Rev 2:26-28
53
1Corinthians 15:41
54
Isa 51:13 see also Isa 40:26; 42:5; 45:12; Jer 10:12; 51:15
45
46
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The stars are for signs, and for seasons. This can refer to the obvious winter/summer and
feasts that God will detail however the stars also seem to also contain God’s plan of
redemption. Consider the signs of Zodiac;
Zodiac Interpretations
Constellation

Picture

Interpretations

Virgo

Virgin

Virgin Mary

Libra

Scales

Sin must be paid for

Scorpius

Scorpion

Sin brings death

Sagittarius

archer

Demonism

Capricorn

Goat-fish

Earth corruption

Aquarius

Water pourer

Living water or Noah's flood

Pisces

Fish

God's remnant

Aries

Ram

Sacrifice

Taurus

Bull

Resurrection

Gemini

Twins

Christ's dual nature

Cancer

Crab

Gathering of redeemed

Leo

Lion

The King

Remember the Magi who came from the east to find the Christ child, they stated,
"We have seen His star in the east, we've come to worship Him". The Christmas card
interpretation of this is a magical light that hovered over Bethlehem, but it could
also have been a start appearing within the constellations that they understood.
Daniel had been in captivity in Babylon and it makes sense that he taught the “wise
men” the true meanings and the names of the stars. God’s message in the stars has
since been perverted into the modern astrology.
20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath
life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the
waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind:
and God saw that it was good.
22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.
23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
God starts his creation of animals in the waters and then flying creatures, leaving the land
creatures till last. This is not in the same order as the theory of evolution.
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God also filled the waters and earth. I find it amazing when a creature is discovered in the
most in hospitable places, the deepest oceans even the underwater volcanic areas. We serve
and incredibly creative and awesome God.
24 ¶ And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle,
and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.
25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and
every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
I would like you to note that creatures bring forth after their kind. This is something that has
been shown to be true time after time. You can get a Labrador and a Collie to mate but you
cannot get a cat and a dog to breed. This is one of the many big problems with the theory of
evolution, sure we see changes within species, but I don’t know of any successful interspecies changes.
Spiritually this applies to our friends too,
Do not let anyone fool you. Bad people can make those who want to live good
become bad. 55
So spend time with people who have the Spirit of God, people who love the Bible and people
love their families. By doing so you will bring forth that same goodness.
Up to this point God has created an amazing and beautiful world full of creatures but other
than the angles, none of the earths creation know God. The earth has been prepared for
humans who can love and know God.
26 ¶ And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
We were made in the image of God. Understanding of this statement from verse 26 needs to
be understood from a 4000 year old Hebrew perspective. In the modern world we are focused
on appearance, saying you are the image of your uncle, implies the same hair, same colour
eyes same nose. To the Hebrew mind they write about actions or function, so how you talked,
what you did etc. Like your uncle you are good at fishing, you both like talking about trees
and eating coconuts. When we read the Biblical text we need to get a mental image of the
function that the text is describing.56
For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks on the heart.57
Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of
gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your adorning be the hidden
1Cor 15:33 NLV
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/introduction.htm
57
1Sam 16:7b
55
56
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person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which in God's sight is very precious. 58
So to understand how we are made in Gods image we need to consider how God is described.
God is love. 59
For the LORD your God is a merciful God60
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness 61
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.62
God is not a man, that he should lie63
God, .. shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 64
God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 65
God, .., is faithful.66
God works bringing peace from disorder. 67
Adam and Eve were made in God’s image, likewise when we become born again we are
again given the opportunity to be partakers of the divine nature.68 In fact we are told to
display this image of God reflecting His glory.
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.69
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. 70
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 71
put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 72
should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, 73
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 74
Another aspect of this divine image is the three roles that we should function in; Priest,
Prophet and King. You will see throughout the Bible these three roles represented by people.
1Pet 3:3-4
1 John 4:7-9, 16, John 3:16
60
Deut 4:31
61
Ex 34:6-7a, see also 2Chr 30:9, Jn 1:14
62
1 John 1:5
6363
Num 23:19
64
Deut 10:17
65
Psa 68:19
66
1Cor 1:9
67
1Cor 14:33
68
2Pet 1:4b
69
Col 3:12-14
70
1 John 4:7-9, 16; 15:12
71
Rom 5:5
72
Eph 4:24 see also 1John2:29
73
1Tim 2:9
74
Matt 5:16, see also 1John2:9-11
58
59
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The Priest, represents God to others. The priest supports and cares for others,
helping us to worship God. The priest helps people walk God’s ways.
The Prophet tells people what God’s ways are, in the Old Testament they had
visions and words from God. In the New Testament they expounded Jesus’ words,
in addition to direct messages from God. We tend to think of a prophet as
someone who foretells the future which is only a small portion of the prophet’s
role. Some of these notes can be considered prophetic, as they explain what God
is saying to us.75
The King, leads others and looks out for them, unifying people so that we work
together for the greater good. A good example is Joseph when he was second to
Pharaoh in Egypt. He looked out for the people providing food for the years of
famine.

Jesus is the perfect example of these three being perfectly in God’s image, as He is God.
King David and Moses were perhaps the best human examples.
We put on God’s image by reading the bible, praying, fellowship with other believers and
saying no to sin. This is a process not an instant change. If God took 6 days to construct the
earth it will take me a lifetime for me to create a new me.
An interesting observation here is the diversity of people, God is creative;
Can I recognise God’s image in someone who is not like me? If I cannot, then I have
made God in my image instead of allowing him to remake me in His image.76
We have dominion over the animals. To me this passage is giving us stewardship over the
animals. We are to look after animals, which includes the use of animals for clothing (wool
etc) and later for food77 but I do not think it includes killing for sport. For example, in my
back yard I tend to the plants and ensure that the sheep are sheered, well fed and watered.
When the animals are sick, I tend to their needs. This is the dominion that this passage is
talking about.
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
Replenish: The Hebrew word is male’78 and it means fill, full, abundance, so the passage is
not saying that there was a generation preceding this passage. Later God uses the same
beginning phrase, be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth79 after the flood once without
replenish and once with.
Notice that we have a job to do, the passage doesn’t say sit on the beach drinking beer all day.
God asks us to work on the earth that He had made.
We have discussed this section in terms of physically caring for the planet but as you know
the Bible is a spiritual book. As Christians we are called to bear spiritual fruit by making
While I pray that these notes are all God’s truth, I sadly know that I am far from perfect.
Rabbi Jonothan Sacks, NZ Herald 26/11/15
77
Psalm 8:6-8
78
Strongs H4390
79
Gen 8:17 & 9:1
75
76
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disciples, 80 we are to replenish the earth by living godly lives so that others come to faith81.
We are to subdue by loving, for love overcomes evil.82 When we walk in faith we will have
dominion of the animals so that if we are bitten by a serpent it will not harm us.83
And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing
that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.84
who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before time began,85
29 ¶ And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to
you it shall be for meat.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat:
and it was so.
31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth day.
I mentioned the Gap theory early on and here is why I am not a great supporter of the theory.
If everything was “very good” at the end of the 6th day, I would have to conclude that Satan
fell after the 6th day which is contrary to the general teaching of the gap theory which includes
death and sin before this point.
Note that all the animals including man was vegetarian at this point. It is after this point that
man sinned and after the flood, God gave us meat to eat. While I have no problem with
people who are vegetarian, we should not use the Bible to justify vegetarianism.86 In the New
Testament we are warned about false teachers who will forbid us from eating meat and those
of weaker faith who do not eat meat. I have also read that some who are into spiritual warfare
say that the protein is important for the spiritual battles. If this is true, then it would also
indicate that the earth at this point is without evil (Satan) as mankind does not need the extra
protein for spiritual warfare. After the flood Man needs the extra protein.
So, we have a great earth, everything good and no death. It must have been paradise and it
was made for man. God went to a great effort to make things great for man. God is still
working to make things good for us. Remember though that good and easy are not the same,

Matt 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; Rom 10:14-15; Matt 4:19-20; Titis 2:3
1Tim 1:2; Titus 1:4; Phm 1:10; 1Cor 4:14-17; see also 1Tim 4:8, 2Tim 1:2; 2:1
82
Rom 12:21
83
Mark 16:18, Luke 10:17-19; Acts 28:1-7 We are NOT to put God to the test Heb 3:7-12
84
1Pet 1:17-19
85
2Tim 1:9
86
Some have also argued that we were created to only eat plants based on our teeth. If this is true
then Panda bears were created for eating meat not plants as they do.
80
81
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growth and improvements take effort. We just need to trust him, knowing that He works for
good for us. 87

CHAPTER 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had made.
3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God created and made.
4 ¶ These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in
the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,
These verses should still be part of chapter 1
After the 6 days of creation God rested. Not because God was tired, but because He had
finished. This reminds me of Jesus on the Cross when He cries out, it is finished. 88 Jesus
completed the requirements for us to live in Him. This passage describes God completing the
creation for us to live in relationship with Him. Unfortunately, as we will see humans failed
and Jesus provided for us to undo the fall.
A days rest is good for us too. The fourth commandment
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you
shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your
gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the
Sabbath day and hallowed it.89
And He (Jesus) said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the sabbath90
One commentator described the six days of creation as God removing the disorder of entropy
from the space mass time continuum. Later, after sin entered the disorder or entropy has been
increasing gradually. This also explains why all the “evolution” that we observe today is the
loss of information, following the second law of thermodynamics.
If I consider Jesus after his resurrection He clearly has abilities to move in another dimension.
Perhaps we will be outside of this created space-mass-time continuum?
Here is the signature at the end of the section.
These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth
Rom 8:28
John 19:30, Jesus said tetelestai
89
Exodus 20:8-11
90
Mark 2:27
87
88
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God has finished creating the Space – Mass – Time continuum. God describes what He
considered important for us, He didn’t describe nuclear forces that hold atoms together or
why radioactive testing gives the appearance of long time scales. God just described what we
need to know.
Now we finished God’s account of creation and we are about to start looking at Adams
account. As we start this section there is a natural overlap. We saw creation from God’s
perspective, where he saw the creation of Adam and Eve as one event. God regards men and
women as equal, together forming mankind. This will be important later in the scriptures
when we read God giving directions to man, since we usually need to include women as the
meaning is usually “humans”.
From here we read of creation from Adam’s perspective, some of it must have come from
God telling Adam what happened and the rest is from Adam’s own experience. In this
account Eve was a distinct creation separate, at least from Adam’s perspective.
5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field
before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was not a man to till the ground.
6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
8 ¶ And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man
whom he had formed.
9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.
Eden – literally Delight or pleasure. Garden of Paradise is a good translation.
The description is similar to how one might describe a green house and some have said that
the descriptions here and of the flood detail a large volume of water vapour in the
atmosphere. This would have increased the density of the air and also blocked out the
ultraviolet radiation. Both of these would allow for large animals, like dinosaurs and also
long life spans.
There is a similar layout here to the temple and to us 91.
Eden:

There are four areas described, outside, than Eden, inside Eden is the Garden and
finally the Tree of Good and Evil.
There is a river that flows out bringing life meaning that the tree and the Garden must
be elevated.
There is Cherubim guarding the tree of life, there
There is Gold and Onyx on the High priest

The Temple
The court of the Gentiles, the inner court , The Holy Place, the Holy of Holies.
91

1Cor 3:16
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The Tabernacle is on an elevated area and in the new Tabernacle there is a river
flowing out of the inner court
A tree shaped Candelabra, with Cherubim guarding the mercy seat 92
Gold and Onyx on the High priest
Moses takes Aaron, who has no special talents. Moses, washes Aaron, dresses Aaron, Moses
does all the actions while Aaron does nothing until he is dressed. Aaron then can function in
his role as a priest.
We have no special talents, Jesus washes us, dresses us in clean robes. When we have had the
Holy Spirit put on us, we are empowered to perform our role of being God’s witness.
Book of Exodus is a creation story, so Israel can dwell with God as Adam and Eve dwelt with
God 93
This is a whole subject and if you want to do more study Nancy Missler has a good teaching
on it94.
10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and
became into four heads.
11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah,
where there is gold;
12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.
13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole
land of Ethiopia.
14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.
The first thing we need to recognise here is that the Flood in chapter 8 would have completely
changed the world, so the description here only applies to the preflood world. We cannot use
this description to find Eden and the modern Euphrates and Tigris rivers will not flow in the
same course as those described here.
The passage describes a river flowing out from Eden and waters the garden. This river
divides into 4 branches, Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel and the Euphrates. In the new Jerusalem we
also see a river, this time flowing from the throne of God. The river in the new Jerusalem
also waters the tree of live with twelve fruits and the leaves are for the healing of the
nations. 95
To understand this passage we need to understand the meaning of the names;
Eden = Pleasure96. and this ultimate source of all delight and pleasure flow from God
Pison = Increase 97
Exodus 25:19
I understand there is a good article “The lost world of the exodus”. I haven’t read it yet but have
heard good things about it.
94
https://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/25/
95
Rev 22:1-3
96
Strong’s H5731
97
Strong’s H6376, this is also the name of a son of Cush (of the lineage of Ham Gen 10:7 and of Joktan of
Shem Gen 10:29)
92
93
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Havilah = circle, to bring forth 98
Bdellium = Fragrant gum99
Gold = Riches 100
Good = good, appropriate101
Onyx = a precious stone102
Gihon = Bursting forth103
Ethopia = Keen of Vision104, suggesting wisdom: Ethiopia shone like a blazing fire in
the intellectual night. 105
Hiddekel = Rapid 106
East = Forward, Front, east 107
Assyria = Advance, make progress. 108
Euphrates = Fruitfulness 109
Lets put that all together
And a river went out of Eden (pleasure) to nourish those in the garden in four aspects
1. Increase (Pison): that includes, riches that are pleasant and appropriate, also fragrance
and precious stones
2. A vision (purpose) bursting forth (Gihon)
3. Progress (Hiddekel) and
4. Fruitfulness (Euphrates)
This reminds me of Jeremiah, where God states these same ideas in a different order;
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.110
Plans – Bursting forth: Vision/purpose
Prosper: Increase
Hope: progress
Future: Fruitfulness
God positioned a garden that would nourish Adam and Eve with a purpose, progress,
fruitfulness and appropriate riches. Sadly, Adam and Eve gave up God’s perfection to go
their own way and the false hope that is in sin. Will I follow their example of Jesus’? What
about you, who’s example will you follow?

Strong’s H2341; from 2342, to twist, whirl, dance, …to bring forth, be born
Strong’s H916
100
Strong’s H2091
101
Strong’s H2895
102
Strong’s H7718
103
Strong’s H1521 also a spring near Jerusalem
104
Strong’s H3568. Ethiopia in Hebrew is Cush, the name of one of Ham’s sons See also Pro 29:18
105
Ethiopia country of burnt faces; the area is now known as Sudan. The people were described by Herodotus
as "the tallest and handsomest of men." Meaning Fiery Eye, Keen Of Vision, Appearing As Fire. From (1) the
verb αιθω (aitho), to light up or kindle, and (2) the noun οψ (ops), eye. https://www.abarimpublications.com/Meaning/Ethiopia.html
106
Strong’s H2313, See also Dan 10:4 the angel met Daniel there when the angel was sent forth as soon as David
started praying. This river is associated with the Tigris River
107
Strong’s H6926
108
H804 A step in the sense of successful (from H833 to go straight, go on, make progress, advance) Second
son of Shem
109
Strong’s H6578
110
Jer 29:11
98
99
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Jesus again offers us God’s riches, when He paid the price for our sin. Let us make the most
of Jesus’ provision and
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance111
We can do this by following the wisdom of the Bible and following the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.
Our responsibility is to seek out the truth behind all of the pleasure that this world has
to offer. This is done by utilizing another “garden,” the garden of the Torah. The Torah
contains 53 portions, which is the numerical value of the Hebrew word gan, garden.
By following the directives of the Torah, we can channel the pleasures of this world in
service of G d, and reveal how they are all in truth a manifestation of the ultimate
source of pleasure, G d Himself.
15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it
and to keep it.
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
18 ¶ And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him an help meet for him.
19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl
of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever
Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.
20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of
the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.
The first thing to note here is that God gave man a job to do, even before sin entered,
mankind was expected to be productive. The word translated as “dress” means to labour,
work or to serve,112 while “to keep” means to guard, to keep and protect. 113 Somehow many
have come to understand blessing to mean relaxation, while real satisfaction comes from
achieving something. Another example of this poor thinking is sometimes told to young
adults, it doesn’t matter what career you choose if it makes you happy. While there is an
element of truth, don’t do something you hate, the reality is that most people don’t love their
work, but can still get satisfaction from achieving and completing tasks well.
I encourage you to do your best at whatever you do and allow your satisfaction to flow from
working as if you were working for the Lord114 and this will shine God’s light into115 the dark
world.

Heb 12:1
Strongs H5647
113
Strongs H8104
114
Luke 3:12-14; 1Cor 10:31
115
Phil 2:14-15
111

112
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Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ.116
After God gives Adam his job, God warns Adam not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil. When I first read this passage, I thought there was something wrong, after all Adam
did not die as soon as he ate the fruit and the usual “they started to die” did not sit well. As I
understood the scriptures, I realised that we have a translation problem here. Remember
when we considered the Hebrew language they write about actions or function. 117 Death to
the Hebrew is a separation, the most obvious is separation from the living. Even in English
the saying, “you are dead to me” does not mean physical death but that we are separated, I
won’t talk to you. When we sin we are separated from God. God is holy and perfect and
cannot dwell with sin118 or those who reject the perfect way. In the Garden of Eden, Adam
and God walked together. 119 When we get to Moses, God states that no one can see Him and
live. 120
So, Adam and Eve were initially innocent, like a baby. Babies do not know good and evil,
they just imitate their parents or siblings. When a baby bites a finger, it is not sin, just
exploring their environment. The baby cannot sin and it is the responsibility of the parents to
ensure that the child explores in a safe way. As the child grows, they realise that biting causes
pain and is not acceptable behaviour. At that point biting is sin.
Adam and Eve were in the garden under God’s guidance with only one rule, don’t eat the
fruit. Eating the fruit was the first act of rebellion. We can assume that decay entered the
world at this point as Adam and Eve started to age leading ultimately to the death of their
physical bodies, but the direct consequence was separation from God. 121
While Eve removed the fruit from the tree, Jesus was placed on a tree122 (cross), while Adam
and Eve’s actions caused separation Jesus’ action gave opportunity for our relationship to be
restored.
Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His
face from you. 123
There is an interesting observation in the tense here, God said, “in the day you eat”, this
wasn’t an if you eat. God knew that they were going to eat the fruit as He had created them
with free will. As we will see in the next chapter, God had also prepared the solution, Jesus
Christ.
God as very generous 124 and knew that Adam needed someone like him. Notice that it is God
who initiates the creation of Eve. Adam and God had fellowship together, walking
together. 125 God knows our every need even before we do and I suspect that the delay in
Colossians 3:23-24, See also Psalm 128:2, 1Cor 10:31, Pro 21:25, 1Tim 5:8
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/introduction.htm
118
Hab 1:12-13
119
Gen 3:8
120
Ex 33:20
121
John 15:6, Eph 2:1 see also Ezek. 18:20, Rom. 6:23
122
1Pet 2:24
123
Isa 59:2
124
James 1:5
125
Gen 3:8
116
117
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making Eve, was for Adam to realise his need. Humans can be selfish until we realise that we
need each other.
God had given Adam and Eve everything to them to be happy and content with only one
restriction because that one thing was not good for them.
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man.
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
Here we see that marriage, one man and one women, was designed by God. I want to
interject here for those who are not married, while God makes it clear that it is not good for us
to be alone, for some, other forms of relationships are enough and Paul makes it clear that
marriage is not a requirement.126
Paul also points out that this passage is prophetic, Jesus left His father and came to be joined
to the church. 127 The fulfilment of this is the marriage of the Lamb in Revelation.128
God gave Adam a wife so that Adam and Eve could be very happy as they loved each other
and God.129 God here also gives fantastic marriage guidance, leave the parents and join to
your spouse. 130 And, do not be ashamed to be your real selves within the marriage.
There is also good marriage advice within the description. God took Eve from Adam’s side.
If God had taken Eve from Adams foot, we would know that God wanted Adam to rule over
Eve, and Eve had been taken from Adam’s head God would have wanted Eve to rule Eve.
Since Even was taken from Adam’s side this is an equal relationship. This does not mean that
there are not different roles within a marriage, but one is not a servant of the other.131 We are
meant to complement each other building each other up. 132 Love is not self-seeking. 133

1Cor 7:7-9. Paul gives more detail about marriage in 1Cor 7.
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128
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We should also consider “rib” as it is translated here. This is the only place that “tsela’ 134” is
translated as rib. It is most commonly translated as “side 135” and comes from a root word
meaning curve.136
I personally think that what is being referred to here by tsela’ is a piece of DNA. This fits the
context and given that Moses has no concept of cells let alone DNA is a good description for
a curved side of information. God also took one (‘ahat) and closed the flesh after them
(tahtennah) indicating that there were many others left. We could also note that men are
missing a section of DNA with a XY chromosome, while women have a full compliment with
42 XX chromosomes.

CHAPTER 3

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
Firstly, notice how Eve was tempted, “did God say”. I still see this approach today often
being asked if Christianity really requires something. How often are believers challenged
with, “does the Bible really condemn gays by saying that they cannot marry”. This question,
like the one that the serpent askes Eve is worded to miss-represent God. Eve answers like she
should with God’s word137 however she then adds to what God had said 138. We know from
the previous chapter that God had only said that they shouldn’t eat it139 and says nothing
about touching. As soon as we add to the scriptures it opens the door for doubt or lack of
faith. It is important that we hold the Bible as the Holy Text it is, obeying it140 and not adding
nor removing from it.141
Notice also that Adam is not mentioned, as discussed before part of our role is to be king and
priest 142. Adam failed Eve by not being the priest and supporting Eve in obeying the word of
God and therefore allowing the trickery of the serpent to deceive Eve143.
I find it interesting that Paul lists Adam’s transgression as bringing sin into the world, not Eve
who first ate144. But Paul clearly shows us that Jesus offers us life to undo the curse.
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136
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Satan is described here as a serpent, the word is nāhās 145 and I understand that the word is
based on the sound of a snake, a smooth talking sound. There is also another word play with
the snake being described as more cunning (arum) than all the beasts and then becomes more
cursed (arur) than all the beasts, eating the dust from which mankind was made.
We now have the association and many people are afraid of snakes, but in the garden of Eden
there was no fear of the animals. Satan can appear as an angel of light146 as we are warned of
false teachers who come in sheep clothing147.
This word for snake is also used in the exodus when the Lord send serpents and they bit the
people 148. Moses, following God’s direction made a brass serpent which he put on a pole149
so that when they people looked at it they were healed 150. This symbolism is continued when
John says that;
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life151.
Jesus who became sin for us so that we might live
Satan 152 is described as being an anointed cherub, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the
beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and
gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the
day that thou wast created. 153
Satan 154 has also been described as a dragon 155, the devil 156, which means slanderer, a liar157
and the ruler of this world158. The name that challenges me is Lucifer159, which means bearer
of light, as we are also bearers of Jesus light 160. Not that this should surprise me as we all
should as part of God’s creation bear God’s light and love. I wonder if the link is there to warn
us to diligently put aside all of Satan’s characteristics, like deceit, envy and slander161, focus on
Jesus 162 who will deliver us 163.
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no
Strongs H5175 and appears 31 times in the Old Testament
2Cor 11:14
147
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148
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149
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negotiation.
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need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.164
Satan of course did not follow the above and,
Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom
by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground165
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: … I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds; I will be like the most High. 166
Pride corrupts and sadly, as we see in this Genesis section it harms others as the deceit spreads.
We always need to realise that our sin does not only impact us but also many people around us.
I heard sin described as dropping a tin of paint among our friends. It mostly splashes on us,
but some also splashes on those around us. The ones closest to us get more than those who we
don’t’ know that well, but everyone gets a bit.
We can also read,
How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have
been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!167
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did
eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
amongst the trees of the garden.
9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself.
11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree,
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I did eat.
13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
In the Hebrew Bible, a generic term, peri, which could be absolutely any fruit, is used
for the fruit hanging from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. The Vulgate
(Latin) translation of the bible used the word malus, which at the time could refer to
any fleshy seed-bearing fruit like apples, pears, figs or peaches. As an adjective,
malus means bad or evil so it was a clever choice.
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Rabbinic commentators variously characterized it as a fig, a pomegranate, a grape, an
apricot, a citron, or even wheat. Some commentators even thought of the forbidden
fruit as a kind of wine, intoxicating to drink.
Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel fresco features a serpent coiled around a fig tree. But
the apple began to dominate Fall artworks in Europe after the German artist Albrecht
Dürer's famous 1504 engraving depicted the First Couple counterpoised beside an
apple tree. It became a template for future artists such as Lucas Cranach the Elder,
whose luminous Adam and Eve painting is hung with apples that glow like rubies.
Malus as a noun came to mean an apple, in our own sense of the word, coming from
the very common tree now known officially as the Malus pumila. 168
Eve’s temptation was the desire of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life.169 She saw,
she desired and gave in. Later we will discuss the Nephelim, the “son’s of God” saw the
daughters of men, desired and brought death. King David, saw Bathsheba, desired and gave
in 170, resulting in a family feud and death171, Samson saw Delilah, desired and many dies.
Jesus saw the Cross, desired an alternative and prayed, “Not my Will but Yours be done”172.
Jesus was tempted just as Eve and the rest of humanity is, but he remained perfect.
Our struggles are also against the same things. The only thing that is more powerful than
these is the Holy Spirit, which we are given when we accept Jesus. The Holy Spirit gives us
the ability to say no to sin, but we still need to stand. Ability is useless unless it is coupled
with effort to obey. The next issue is that Eve was deceived, while Adam just disobeyed. 173
To avoid being deceived we need the Word of God to guide our minds. These two together
enable us to live a Holy life, set apart for the good works that God has prepared for us.
If anyone loves me, he will obey my [word] …He who does not love me will not
obey my [word]. 174
'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'Every knee will bow before me; every tongue
will confess to God.' So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 175
Unfortunately, Adam and Eve did not choose to follow Gods instruction and ate the fruit of
the knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve did not have any of the excuses of poor
upbringing, bad friends, sinful parents and yet they still sinned.
As the web states;
Mark Twain believed humans are the only evil creatures in existence because of our
sense of right and wrong. Nothing a tiger does is immoral because it has no moral

Experts taken from https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/04/30/526069512/paradise-lost-howthe-apple-became-the-forbidden-fruit
169
1John 2:16
170
2Sam 11
171
2Sam 18:1-17
172
Matt 26:39; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42
173
1Tim 2:14
174
John 14:23,24
175
Rom 14:11-12
168

13 September 2022

29

sense. Our moral sense curses us with the ability to choose evil, a trait wholly unique
to humanity. 176
Do you notice the first thing Adam and Eve did with knowledge? They hid. Firstly, they hid
their shame 177 by coving their bodies with fig leaves hiding their bodies from each other and
then they hid from God. The lure of temptation is freedom but the result is bondage and fear.
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for all have sinned178
Just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result
of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 179
Adam the first man sinned trying to be like God 180, however Jesus, the last Adam, gave up
His position as God, becoming man 181 to give us the gift of God
The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 182
We often do we do the same, fearful that God will expose our sins or ask us to something
scary. How easy it is forget that God is a loving perfect father. 183 God only wants the best for
us, sure God asks us to trust Him and push our limitations, but He has an Eden, Paradise for
us. 184
When my son got lost, I cried out for him. The pain in God’s heart as the perfect Father, must
have been even greater when He called out, “Adam, where are you?”, knowing that sin had
entered the world.
The second thing that Adam and Eve did was blame. Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the
serpent. In my opinion blame aims for three things, to avoid guilt, to hide our sin by focusing
the blame elsewhere and to make us feel superior as it was someone else’s fault.185 How
tragic that all of these are the opposite of the love that God created them with when He
created Adam and Eve in His image, the image of perfect love.
Verse 8 has an interpretation, Adam heard God in the “rūah” 186 of the day. This is the same
word used for the Spirit of God moving upon the waters 187. Perhaps the voice of the Lord
was the sound of the wind in the trees. I personally think that a better translation would be
the time that Adam and Eve convened with the Spirit.

I am not certain that the quote is correct and the closest I found, “The fact that man knows right
from wrong proves his intellectual superiority to the other creatures; but the fact that he can do wrong
proves his moral inferiority to any creatures that cannot.”― Mark Twain, What is Man?
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/251345-the-fact-that-man-knows-right-from-wrong-proves-his
177
Gen 2:25
178
Romans 5:12
179
Rom 5:18
180
Gen 3:5
181
Phil 2:7; 2Cor 8:9; Heb 2:9-18 see also Psalm 22:6, Isa 53:3; Dan 9:26; Mark 9:2; Rom 15:3
182
Rom. 6:23a
183
1 John 3:1-2; John 10:15; 14:2; Eph. 3:14; Phil. 2:11
184
John 14:2-3
185
Matt 7:35; Rom 2:1; Prov 28:13
186
Strong’s H7307, meaning Wind, Breath, Spirit
187
Gen 1:2; see also Gen 6:3 my Spirit shall not always strive with man.
176

13 September 2022

30

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go,
and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
We can’t go past the messianic prophecy here. There will be enmity between the seed
(singular) of the woman188 and “It” (singular) shall bruise the serpents head and the serpent
shall bruise His (singular) heel. Seed is usually considered to come from a man 189 and
therefore seed of a woman probably refers to the virgin birth190. Jesus heel was bruised when
He was crucified 191 winning the victory192 as a bruise to the head is fatal.
Some have vilified snakes form this passage and while snakes do fit the description it was
Satan who was the spirit behind the deception who we should be cautious of. This section
would also not be complete without noting that Satan is a created being, while Jesus is God,
the Son of the father. They are not comparable.
The other thing to note here is that the promised seed is of a women, we could almost say that
we have a covenant here were God promises Eve that the Messiah will be her descendent,
much like God promises Abraham that His seed would be a blessing to the world193.
16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee.
17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the
field;
19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.
21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed
them.
22 ¶ And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat,
and live for ever:
23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
from whence he was taken.
24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
"He who does not punish evil, commands it to be done!" 194
Galatians 3:16
Gen 4:25; 15:13, 18; 19:32, 34; 21:13 etc
190
Isa 7:14; Mat 1:23
191
Isa 53:10
192
Col 2:14-15
193
Gen 17:7
194
Leonardo da Vinci
188
189

13 September 2022

31

Starting with the controversial, Eve’s curse is pain in childbirth and God continues with, “and
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” This does follow the
blessing that women will bring forth the Messiah as discussed above.
I need to do more study on the roles of men and women. However, here are some pointers to
start with. The abuse that women has suffered in many societies, as second-class citizens was
never God’s intention.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them195
As we have described before Eve was taken from Adam’s side and we are joint heirs of the
Kingdom of God, with guidance to serve each other.
There is guidance that men and women have different roles.
And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be
in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived,
but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. Nevertheless she will be
saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with selfcontrol.196
As Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do
good and are not afraid with any terror. Husbands, likewise, dwell with them
with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.197
I want to emphasise here the last sentence, dwell together with understanding that your
prayers may not be hindered.
Please do your own research into this controversial subject and make sure that the image of
God, Love, underpins your understanding.
Eve had a one verse curse while Adam got three verses for following his wives voice in
preference to God’s;
17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt
not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all
the days of thy life;
18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb
of the field;
19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
Adam’s curse was sorrow, disappointment and sweat (hard work).
Paul noted that Eve was deceived and therefore the husband who had the role of spiritual
leader 198 was partially to blame for her sin too. Perhaps, Adam got one aspect from this curse
for not being the leader and standing in the gap for Eve, one for his sin and one for sinning as
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leader. In context this is a servant leadership role where the husband puts the interests of his
wife above his own, just as Christ put our interests above His and died for us.199
Lastly, Adam (and Eve) they would return to dust, physical death followed the separation
from God, just as a branch cut off a tree dies 200. This also supports the spiritual death that
they suffered because the animals were dust formed, however man also had the Spirit
breathed into him. Therefore, by saying that they would return to dust pointed out that their
spirit had already died. As we are descendants of Adam we too inherited his sinful heart;
Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to all men, because all sinned. 201
Here again hidden in the text is prophecy, Jesus was not born of man, for sin came through
Adam and Jesus was sinless.
God now demonstrates to Adam and Eve the consequence of sin in a prophetic way.
Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and
clothed them. 202
The only way to cover sin is by the blood of the sinless. I think that we, certainly for me, do
not realise the high cost of sin. Intellectually I know that Jesus died on the cross for me, but
when it comes to sin, how often we justify it as just a minor infringement. Adam and Eve got
a first hand demonstration when God killed an animal that Adam had named in order to make
them clothes.
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 203
This was prophetic as Jesus would be the sacrificial lamb whose blood would cover our
sins. 204
And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through
his own blood. 205
Lastly God blocked the way to the tree of life. Being able to live forever is great if you are in
a good state, like Jesus. Adam and Eve however, are now sinful beings and living forever as a
sinner would be a terrible curse. Hence God was merciful and gracious by stopping Adam
and even from eating from the Tree of Life until mankind could get a new heart through
Jesus. 206
Do not be afraid, because I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people.207
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.208
I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you e as a chaste virgin
to Christ. But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness,
so your minds may be corrupted from the 1 simplicity that is in Christ.209
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CHAPTER 4

1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have
gotten a man from the LORD.
2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground.
3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering unto the LORD.
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the
LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and
his countenance fell.
The chapters starts with a euphemism, Adam knew Eve his wife210. Other than making the
Bible suitable for children, it also shows us that sex is more than just a physical act. Adam
and Eve sewed fig leaves together and hid their bodies from each other, now they are getting
to know each other. The marriage bed should be a place of drawing closer to each other and
mutual pleasure. Biblical Agape-love is commitment, a decision that we will care for the
other person. This Agape love requires that we learn about the other person, how they like
their food for example. Physical pleasure is an extension of this desire to give the other
person pleasure and not the centre. Sex unites people and is intended to help the couple
become one, emotionally, spiritually and physically.211
On a side note, there is a possibility that Cain and Abel were twins. When Leah gave birth
the scripters state that she conceived and then gave birth212 but here only one conception is
mentioned 213.
Let us start with the unknown about this sacrifice, Abel and Cain bring an offering to God.
There is no indication here what this looked like nor how they knew that God was pleased
with Abel’s offering. Somehow it was obvious that God respected Abel’s offering and not
Cain’s. 214 The offerings were made by fire215 so perhaps there was a clear indication of God’s
presence in the fire. God also has a discussion with Cain, which we will look at in the next
section, so perhaps God made his approval and disapproval felt directly in words.
We need to differentiate here between an offering and a sacrifice. A sacrifice is to atone for
sins and highlights the cost of sin, which is death216, while pointing to Jesus who would be
our sacrifice. 217 God making Adam and Eve’s clothes of animal skins is a demonstration of
this sacrifice. An offering, however, can be of the first fruits 218, grain 219 or an animal and was
an act of worship pointing to Jesus’ resurrection, as first fruit.220
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Why was Cain’s sacrifice rejected and Abel’s accepted? How do we ensure that our offerings,
our worship, our prayers are accepted? If we made a facebook post of the offerings I am
certain that the majority would state that Cain’s offering was better, no animals were hurt, a
basket of fruit looks much better than a bloody dead animal. But clearly God does not judge
on the same basis as the news, and we need to be careful of listening to the social media. If
we want God’s approval, then we need to do things God’s way. Faith is putting into practice
what we believe and Abel offered his sacrifice by faith 221.
As humans we tend to either follow legalism, “I will follow the Jewish law” or the other
extreme of liberalism, “I will follow God in My way.” The problem with both approaches is
that they start with “I” and not God. True worship is putting God first. These align with the
Pharisees, legalists, and the liberal Sadducees. Neither of these extremes is helpful, though it
is worth noting that legalism is closer to God’s aim as shown in the scriptures record of
Pharisees coming to Christ222 and not Sadducees 223. The Pharisees wanted to be acceptable to
the people, looking good by following the law. The Sadducees wanted to be acceptable to the
people by making things easy, the majority opinion. Both take the focus of away from God
making, man the aim. How often I do things to gain acceptance, favour or to feel good. An
offering needs to be done to please God, not us. Or put another way, the children of God,
love. 224
We see from the response of Cain after God rejects his offering, that Cain focus was not on
pleasing God. Cain was looking after his interests 225. Jude records, Woe unto them for they
have gone the way of Cain226, linking the thought with the error of Balaam, who greedily
sought money. Jude originally wanted to write about the common salvation, the importance
of getting along with each other. The Holy Spirit made him warn us about people in the
Church who will tell us not to be “fundamental” and just take the Bible as a guideline.
And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, … And die in the
mount whither thou goest up, … Because ye trespassed against me among the
children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin;
because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. Yet thou shalt
see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give
the children of Israel.227
Moses who gave up his position of privilege in Pharaoh’s court, followed God at the risk of
his life and was used for many miracles however he was not allowed to enter the promised
land. Moses was not allowed to continue because he hit a rock with his staff, just as God had
asked him to the previous time, rather than just spoken to the rock, as God asked this time.
God is very serious about His Word and we should also be.
Going back to Cain and Abel, I need to give a bit of background because this event lays the
foundation for our understanding of sin, forgiveness and sacrifice.
Heb 11:4
Examples are Paul and Nicodemus; Phil 3:5; John 19:39-42
223
This does not mean that some didn’t accept Christ, just that they are not recorded within the Bible
224
1John 3:10-12, 1John 4:7-8
225
The Midrash suggests that Cain did not bring the best of the harvest while Abel brought the best of
the flocks.
226
Jude 11
227
Deut 32:48-52, also Num 27:14
221
222
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As we have discussed Sin fractures the relationship that mankind had with God. It is an act of
vandalism on God’s love and kindness. The consequence of sin is violence and evil with the
death of Abel being the first example. Often we minimise sin and the importance of
following the scriptures, not seeing the consequence. Cain, despite knowing God’s voice,
demonstrates the outworking of sin, by killing his brother.
Despite the corruption within humans God still desires a relationship and the offerings and
sacrifices provide a way for people to;
1. Put their focus on God and thank God for His blessings
2. Demonstrate that sin leads to death
3. Cover that sin/death with blood, which was symbolic of life228
4. Prophecy that God would Himself provide a sacrifice to end all sacrifices and restore
our relationship with God229
God had already demonstrated the blood covering to Adam and Eve, Cain’s parents, when
God clothed them with animal skins. Without the shedding of blood, there is no
forgiveness of sin.230 In our case, forgiveness is by Jesus’ blood, Salvation is found in no one
else. 231 For Cain and Abel, they come by the “type” or as Leviticus puts it a rehearsal 232 for
the future sacrifice that God will provide.
God’s desire is for, sacrifice is a humble spirit, O God; you will not reject a humble and
repentant heart. 233 Cain however, a farmer, brought a sacrifice that he wanted to,
representing his effort of sowing, reaping and grinding to flour. God however accepts a
sacrifice of the heart, an act of putting God first in worship.
By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was
commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his [sacrifice]. 234
Faith is belief out worked. It means we accept God’s word as true (belief) and apply it to our
lives. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us 235. We need the Bible (the Word of God)
to be in our actions (flesh) so that God dwells in us.
God accepted Abel because he believed God’s Word to Adam and Eve and therefore Abel
copied God’s template and offered the blood of a lamb. In addition, he offered the fat
thereof meaning the best portion. 236
This act was a prophecy of a Saviour, whom God promised, would die for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring [them] to God. 237
All the prophets testify about [this Savior] that everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins through His Name.238
Atonement means to cover Strongs H3722
1John 4:10-11
230
Heb 9:22
231
Acts 4:12
232
Lev 23:2; these are the feasts of the Lord… Holy rehearsals (convocations H4744) 1
233
Psalm 51:17 Good News Translation
234
Heb. 11:4
235
John 1:14
236
Lev 17:6
237
1 Pet. 3:18
238
Acts 10:43
228
229
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6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance
fallen?
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at
the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.
God makes it clear here that there is an obedience issue here, if you do well you will be
accepted. Cain however wanted his own way, a religion of his own making. God does not
accept offerings that elevate us or done in our way.239
Notice that God is offering Cain the option of being accepted, this is not a rejection but a
training opportunity.
Then God continues;
sin lies at the door.240 And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it241
Cain could not let go of his own offence and therefore was open to Satan’s prompting. While
Cains focus was on himself, he was offended. Jesus set the example and focused on God, in
doing so God honoured Him. Rather than focus on our rights, lets focus on our obligations.
9 ¶ And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not:
Am I my brother's keeper?
10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me
from the ground.
11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother's blood from thy hand;
12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.
13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.
14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy
face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall
come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.
15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be
taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him
should kill him.
16 ¶ And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod,
on the east of Eden.
Again, God asks a question to which He already knows the answer. Cain's words however,
have come to symbolize people's unwillingness to accept responsibility for the welfare of

See also Luke 18:13 Parallel can be found in the prodigal son Luke 15:28
The word for sin, Strong’s H2403, can mean sin offering and therefore be linked to Rev 3:20: Jesus
is at the door knocking.
241
NKJV, alternative; And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you
should rule over it, NIV
239
240

13 September 2022

37

their fellows242. Jesus made it clear that we were always intended to look after our brothers
and sisters.
11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one
another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his
brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we
love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who
hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life residing in him. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 243
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their
brother and sister.244
I want to touch on something that is best seen in the book of Job but is very important for us
to understand. Cain sinned and therefore life was hard for him, thorns grew rather than
plants. This is a very generic principle that we see from scripture, sin has a consequence.
The problem is that everyone assumes that the other side is also true, i.e. that if you are good
then only good things happen. This is the argument that Job’s friends used. The problem is
that it is not always true, in fact there are examples of sinners having good lives.
What scriptures do promise us is that the hard times will result in good of those who love the
Lord and are called according to His purpose. 245 In Job’s case he grew to a much deeper
understanding through his hard times. He states, “before I heard about you but now I know
you. 246 We need to be careful that we are not like Job’s friends who judged him rather than
supported and loved Job. Out role as brothers and sisters is to support, love and exhort others
to love God.
Here we have Cain and Abel who both suffered because of the sin of their father. 247 God was
obviously pleased with Abel but this did not change the fact that he bore his father’s curse,
did not have access to the Garden of Paradise, and got murdered.
What I am trying to say is that we must recognise that God did not promise us a life free from
heart ache and hard work. God promised us His love and to be with us in the hard times.

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/brother-s-keeper--am-i-my
1John 3:11-18
244
1Jn 4:20, see also 1Tim 5:8; Ob 1:10; 1Jn 2:9-11; Matt 5:22-24
245
Rom 8:28
246
Job 42:5
247
Gen. 5:3
242
243
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And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.
This verse almost implies that Cain is more upset about the punishment than what he did to
his brother however, the word translated here as punishment really means iniquity248. So
Cain may have been expressing sincerer remorse.
How awesome it is to know that God is so full of mercy and grace that He offers Cain His
protection. It does not matter what you have done, there is nothing that can separate you from
the love of God. 249 So approach God’s throne with confidence 250 God is the perfect father,
full of compassion, 251 who loves to hear your prayers.
God puts a mark on Cain which seems unnecessary while there are only 3 people on the earth
however with the long live expectancy the mark will be necessary for future generations.
Assuming Cain lived to a similar age to Adam252 he would have seen 8 generations including
Methuselah Noah’s grandfather
This mark that God put on Cain is not described, the Hebrew, ‘owth can mean sign, mark, or
token. 253 The first use of this word is for signs and seasons when referring to the sun and
stars. 254 The word is apparently used in non-biblical texts for letters which aligns with
Ezekiel 255 where tav, the 22nd letter of the Hebrew alphabet, is translated as mark. 256 Tav was
originally drawn as two crossed lines, like a cross. 257 This aligns with the demonstration of
grace and mercy the that the sign represents as God’s protection, foretelling the grace and
mercy that Christ offers us.
Cain went East. Going east represents moving away from God. Adam and Eve were sent
east from the Garden 258, they journeyed east they built the tower of Babel 259, Lot journeyed
east to Sodom260. etc
17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city,
and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.
18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat
Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.
19 ¶ And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the
name of the other Zillah.
20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have
cattle.
21 And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp
and organ.
Strong’s H5771: ‘avon: see Gen 15:16, 19:15; Ex 34:9
Rom 8:38-39
250
Heb 4:16
251
Psa 103:13; 2Cor 6:18; 1Jn 3:1; Matt 6:26
252
Pseudo-Philo a Jewish work records that Cain died when he was 730 years old
253
Strong’s H226
254
Gen1:14
255
Ezekiel 9:4,6
256
H8420, tav,
257
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/ancient-alphabet/tav.htm
258
Gen 3:24
259
Gen 11:2
260
Gen 13:!1
248
249
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22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and
iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.
Notice how God had given man wisdom so that he had great skill with many things. Here we
see that they had metal tools for the construction of the Ark. It would seem that because so
many died in the flood much of the knowledge died too.
Cain’s wife, is understood to be his sister Awan from rabbinic sources. 261
23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of
Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young
man to my hurt.
24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.
25 ¶ And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For
God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.
26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then
began men to call upon the name of the LORD.
People multiply on the earth and we have another death at the hand of a person. We could
guess that this was unintentional as Lamech states that the death was to his wounding and
hurt. There is a Midrash tradition that Lamech’s two wives went to Adam for his judgement
about the death that Lamech brought about262. The Midrash continues that after judgement
Lamech’s wives challenge Adam about his own relationship with his wife and Seth is born
thereafter.
What is interesting is that Lamech is the first person recorded with more than one wife and
the recorded events are not positive. We can conclude that God never intended for men to
have more than one wife, which also aligns with Adam and Eve, after God made them, Male
and female, God announced that it was very good.
Adam and Eve had another Son, please remember that daughters were not usually recorded.
We do not know how many daughters Adam and Eve had nor the order that the girls were
born in. These verses are not in chronological order, they are in the order of the concepts that
we need to understand.
Next we have a verse that has had a few interpretations;
then began men to call upon the name of the LORD. 263
As this phrase is just after a reference to another death, and we know that Adam and Eve had
a relationship with God, some assume that it must mean something negative. So, it is a good
time to reference two important points in understanding the Bible.
1. Use scripture to interpret scripture.
2. Any biblical doctrine requires at least two biblical authors. 264

Jubilees 4, Byron 2011; this seems to have been accepted for a long time
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/adah-1-midrash-and-aggadah
263
Gen 4:26b
264
Deut 19:15; John 8:17
261
262
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Let us use these rules to understand this phrase. While the context of this verse could
possibly take a meaning something like, they started to take the name of the lord in vain, or
they started to call themselves as Lords. The phrase however occurs elsewhere; 265
From there [Abraham] went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the
Yahweh and called on the name of the Yahweh. 266
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!267
Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of
the Lord and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush my
worshippers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings. 268
So, the other authors all use this phrase as a positive affirmation of God. Therefore, the most
likely meaning is that corporate worship started then.

CHAPTER 5

1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the
likeness of God made he him;
2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in
the day when they were created.
These two verses are the salutations at the end of the section that Adam wrote. Verses 3
onwards are the start of the next section that Noah wrote. Adams gives a synopsis of the
whole passage. God created mankind, blessed them and called them Adam.
Most scholars consider the root of the name "Adam" to be "red", "fair", "handsome".
It is used to mean "man" and "mankind". We are told in Gen 1 that it is linked to the
word adamah which means "ground" or "earth".
I think that what we have here is a reference to the word play in Hebrew particularly
highlighted by the passages that we read last week.
Mankind was lifted from the ground to be fair and handsome but…
we are left with the potential to sink lower than the animals or higher than the angels.
The choice is ours, to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour and rise to the heavens or to reject
Jesus’ offer and to remain separated from God.
Gen 12:8; 26:25; Joel 2:32; Psalm 116:2, 13-14; 79:5-6
Genesis 12:8
267
Rom 10:13-15
268
Zephaniah 3:9-10
265
266
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It is like many of our relationships and particularly marriage. Marriage can be the most
fulfilling, satisfying and glorious relationship or it can be a bond of pain, betrayal and
heartache. For us and Adam our relationship with God can lift us up higher than the angels or
we can be lower than the animals – the choice is ours alone. God has opened the way, he sent
His only begotten Son to open the door and it is up to us if we will spend the time with God
to develop the relationship or if we will give way to earthly motivations.
3 ¶ And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness,
after his image; and called his name Seth:
4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he
begat sons and daughters:
5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.
6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:
7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and
daughters:
8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.
9 ¶ And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan:
10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons
and daughters:
11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died.
12 ¶ And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel:
13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat
sons and daughters:
14 And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died.
I generally gloss over these genealogies but they often contain interesting and helpful
information. The first point is much easier to see in a chart form.
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I have not checked the start date of this chart at 4000BC. I have seen other dates, for example
4108 BC based on Jacobs birth on 2000BC, but most seem to start around 4000 BC.
The first observation is the long life, particularly before the flood. The life expectancy
could be explained by ;
1. Low UV269
2. Pure genetics 270
3. Late child birth271
The next point is that the overlap ensured that history was accurately taught and remembered.
It is hard to embellish or change the narrative if the eyewitnesses are there to talk to.
15 ¶ And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:
16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat
sons and daughters:
17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died.
18 ¶ And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch:
19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and
daughters:
20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.
21 ¶ And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:
22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and
begat sons and daughters:
23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
To the Hebrew mind prophecy is pattern and here in verse 24 gives us a possible glimpse of
end times as it is a type of rapture. Enos was taken by God. Other examples are Moses and
Jude
25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech:
26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years,
and begat sons and daughters:
27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
Methuselah is an interesting person and from the chart above we can see that he died int he
year that the flood came. It is also interesting that he is the oldest person recorded in the
Bible.
The name Methuselah comes from two words, muth, meaning "death"; and shalach, which
means to bring, or to send forth. So the name Methuselah is a prophecy that when
Methuselah dies a judgement will come and the flood came when he died. The fact that
Methuselah was the oldest recorded person therefore tells us of God’s great mercy 272, not
being willing that anyone should die273 but forestalling judgement as long as practical.
It is thought that there was significantly more water vapour in the atmosphere prior to the flood.
This would absorb more of the UV and therefore reduce cell destruction.
270
See discussion of the flood, Gen 5:9. The text implies that human genetics got contaminated.
271
I read a paper that experimented with flies and found that if mating was delayed then life
expectancy increase significantly
272
1Pet 3:20
273
2Pet 3:9
269
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28 ¶ And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son:
29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our
work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.
30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat
sons and daughters:
31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he
died.
32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Noah starts his section off with his family history. In describing his lineage he lists amazing
life spans. Lamech, was 56 years old when Adam died and as Noah’s father, would have told
Noah all about the garden of Eden and the fall. With such a large overlap we can be assured
that the recollection of history was well preserved. It also explains why structures like
Stonehenge and the pyramids could be constructed, such long lives allowed for creative
construction methods that we no longer appreciate.
Noah is also described as providing comfort from the curse. Noah and his family went into
the Ark and avoided the judgement that killed the rest of mankind. This again tells us of
Gods mercy because we can enter into a relationship with Christ and avoid the judgement that
is coming 274.
The genealogy also contains a message as described by Chuck Missler;
Adam's name means man.
Seth, Adam's son means appointed 275.
Enosh, Seth's son means mortal, frail, or miserable. It is from the root anash, to be incurable,
used of a wound, grief, woe, sickness, or wickedness. It was in the days of Enosh that men
began to defile the name of the Living God.
Kenan, Enosh's son can mean sorrow, dirge, or elegy 276.
Mahalalel, Kenan's son. Mahalal means blessed or praise; and El, the name for God. Thus,
Mahalalel means the Blessed God.
Jared, Mahalalel's son means shall come down.
Enoch, Jared's son means teaching, or commencement 277.
Methuselah, Enoch’s son means his death will bring.
Lamech, Methuselah's son means despairing.
Noah, Lamech’s son is derived from nacham, to bring relief or comfort278.
Put together:
Hebrew
English
Adam
Man
Matt 24:35-44, see also Mar 13:32-37, Lk 17:26-35; 21:34-36 and Revelation.
Gen 4:25
276
Kenan is not the same as Cainan. Balaam, looking down from the heights of Moab, uses a pun
upon the name of the Kenites when he prophesies their destruction.
277
The earliest recorded prophecy was by Enoch quoted in Jude 14-15.
278
Genesis 5:29
274
275
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Seth
Appointed
Enosh
Mortal
Kenan
Sorrow;
Mahalalel The Blessed God
Jared
Shall come down
Enoch
Teaching
Methuselah His death shall bring
Lamech
The Despairing
Noah
Rest, or comfort.
Or in a sentence;
Man (is) appointed mortal sorrow; (but) the Blessed God shall come down teaching
(that) His death shall bring (the) despairing rest.

CHAPTER 6

1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them,
2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took
them wives of all which they chose.
3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God
came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became
mighty men which were of old, men of renown.
This passage has a number of interpretations so we need to look at this carefully.279
“sons of God” = “ben 280 elohiym281“ meaning part of the angelic host 282 who in this case are
fallen angels.
The obvious reading of the first two verses is that Angels looked and the young women and
had children with them.283 This is supported by verse 4 where the offspring were giants284
and mighty men.
Other passages support this understanding 285 see Jude 6-8. These verses may imply that the
claimed alien encounters could also be fallen angels continuing this bad behaviour. It also
implies that there could be an underlying element of truth to the Greek myths. Whatever the
truth is, God was no pleased.
“sons of God” = children of Seth. While God’s covenant people can be referred to as ‘God’s sons’
(Deut 14:1, Jer 3:19) ‘son’s of God’ is not used. Also, the contrast of “son’s of God” with “man” (verses
1 & 3) and “daughter’s of men” appears to oppose the children of Seth view
280
Strong’s H1121
281
Strong’s H430
282
Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7
283
Angels can engage in human activities, Gen 18:1-2; 19:1,5
284
Nephil Strong’s H5303 could also mean bully or tyrant
285
Jude 6-8; 1Pet 3:19-20; 2Pet 2:4, this passage can assume to reference this event as it is
referenced before Noah. Daniel 2:43 may also reference this intermingling, though it could also
reference political intermingling.
279
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yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years : There are two views here and perhaps
both are true, the most common view is that God is reduce man’s life span from 800 or so to
120 years. Some commentators have considered that preflood there was significant water
vapour in the air, increasing the density and UV protection. The flood removed that
protection meaning that animals had to be smaller286 and shortening life spans.
The alternative is that in 120 years God will bring a flood and while there is not enough
information on the timeline to confirm there is nothing to contradict this and it fits the
narrative.
5 ¶ And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at
his heart.
7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it
repenteth me that I have made them.
8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
9a These are the generations of Noah:
God saw the wickedness of man and it repented287 the Lord that He had made man. In
Numbers we are told that God is not like man that he should lie; neither the son of man
that He should repent.288 To understand this we need to understand repentance.
The word for Repentance is nâham and it means to “breath strongly” (example a sigh) as in
the action of regret. I have mentioned before that Hebrew is a language that focuses on
actions.
To make the difference between repentance and sorry clear, some commentators describe
repentance as changing ones actions to prevent a repeat 289, while sorrow is just
disappointment of the outcome. When I repent of a sin, I alter my actions to prevent
repeating it. For example, if my sin is angry outbursts, I might develop a habit of taking a
deep breath before I respond to a harsh comment. This allows me to calm down and think
reducing the change that I will respond with an angry outburst.
In God’s case, He does not sin and therefore what we are reading here is that God is changing
His actions to showing mercy even when we do not deserve it.
And He remembered for them His covenant, and repented according to the
multitude of His mercies 290.
God does not repent like man, God does not sin, and he sees the beginning from the end 291
and therefore is not surprised by new information. However God is gracious and merciful, so
God’s repentance is a demonstration of mercy and He graciously allows us to influence His
Dinosaurs were too big
Strongs H5162 naham
288
Numbers 23:19
289
The Greek equivalent metanoeo G3340 (repent) means to think differently
290
Psa 106:45. See also Ex 32:14; Jud 2:18; 2Sam 24:16; 1Chr 21:16; Jer 26:19; Amo 7:6, Jon 3:10;
291
Isa 42:9
286
287
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actions. Isn’t it incredible that our God, the creator of the universe listens to our prayers, even
some unspoken ones, and acts on those prayers?
This is the end of the section that Noah wrote. We are about to get into the section that
Noah’s sons wrote.
I will leave you with a thought I read about Noah
All I will ever need to know I learned from Noah.
1. Don’t miss the boat.
2. Remember that we are all in the same boat.
3. Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.
4. Stay fit. When you’re old someone may ask you to do something really big.
5. Don’t listen to critics, just get on with the job that needs to be done.
6. Build your future on high ground.
7. Speed isn’t everything, the snails were on board with the cheetahs.
8. When you’re stressed, float awhile.
9. Remember the Ark was built by amateurs, the Titanic by professionals.
10. No matter what the storm, when you are with God there’s always a rainbow
waiting.
9b Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted his way upon the earth.
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled
with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Verse 9 makes an interesting statement; Noah was a just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God.
One possible understanding is that Noah and his lineage had not been impacted by the mixed
marriages as spoken about in verse 2. In other words his genetic lineage was pure. While I
am sure that Noah’s generation had not been impacted, this interpretation doesn’t seem to fit
the context;
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
Noah was a just
Noah walked with God
Contrasted with;
wickedness of man was great in the earth
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
the earth was filled with violence
all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.
God looks at our hearts not our lineage or appearance 292. Noah’s heart was towards God,
while the rest of the earth was selfish. When I look at myself, my natural mind is to look after
me, my desires, my pain; me, myself and I. However, when I allow the Holy Spirit to guide
me, He outworks God’s desires of love, mercy, grace, considering other people’s feelings.

292

1Sam 16:7
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tamîm 293 translated as “perfect” means complete, whole, entire and sound,
wholesome, having integrity.
dôr 294 translated as “generations” means period of time, habitation, dwelling or
generation-those living during a period.
So the verse means that Noah’s heart was whole it included God and others (not just centered
on himself), he had wholesome relationships and integrity.
Noah was not perfect as in sinless however, he was forgiven and made righteous by faith in
God as outworked by his obedience to God’s call.
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear,
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 295
Just as God chose Noah because of his heart attitude, God looks to our hearts. We too can be
complete, whole, entire, sound, wholesome and with integrity, however we need Jesus’ grace
and the Holy Spirit to leads us in order to achieve these qualities. 296
Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 297
Noah is described in contrast to the others in that period of time who were described as
“corrupt” meaning rotten or putrid or utterly foul. It describes a world in the final stages of
moral decomposition. Having rejected the Lord, the men and women of the world had sunk
into selfishness leading to violence, hatred, abuse, murder, and dishonesty.
And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them
all. 298
What is different between then and now?
But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of
our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you there should be mockers in the
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.299
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation. 300
Personally, I cannot see great differences between the descriptions and we therefore should be
prepared for Christ’s return. To do that we need to see what we can learn from this passage.
Strongs H8549 The Greek equivalent, téleios, G5046 can be translated as mature See 1Cor 2:6,
Heb 5:14
294
Strong’s H1755
295
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296
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297
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Getting back to Noah.
Noah was warned of the coming judgement301
Noah preached to a world that was corrupt302
Noah was to prepare a covering – an Ark 303, while the world enjoyed pleasures (eating
drinking marriage).
Noah obeyed 304
Noah became an heir of righteousness 305 through the flood (as Baptisim306)
The sinners suffered in the judgement without warning
Can we learn the same lessons?
The time of Gods wrath is coming307
We are told to preach the Gospel 308 to the world that corrupts the truth309
We should prepare with acts of righteousness, Jesus has provided the covering of His
blood. While the world focuses on pleasures.
We can be saved through the gathering310
The sinners will go through the tribulation without warning
Life of Noah
• Noah’s life was one of faith as we discussed above. That faith had a huge element
of endurance, Noah built a huge ark without power tools. As we go through life
we will encounter difficulties and hardships 311, lets ensure that our faith
endures. 312
• Noah was a family man. Are we investing into our children. Noah’s children
joined him in the ark, unlike Job’s, so Noah’s life style must have been consistent
with what he preached. Is our life at home the same as our life in church? Do we
love our children in a way that they know Jesus love?
The Ark is a type of Christ
Just as Noah’s life brought a rest to the earth from sin, Christ brings rest to the soul of man
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:313
Remember that Noah had to build the ark, we need to work out our salvation314, which takes
effort.
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14 ¶ Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt
pitch it within and without with pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third
stories shalt thou make it.
17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh,
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth
shall die.
The Hebrew word translated “ark” is “tēbâ” 315 and is used 28 times, but only in reference to Noah’s Ark
and the basket Moses was but in as a child 316. The Hebrew meaning is not conclusive but is probably
based on the Egyptian word for chest or coffin. 317 We should consider that to the Egyptians a coffin
was a vessel that transported the dead to a new life ( the afterlife).
This ties in with the symbolism that the ark represents Jesus who provides for our redemption into our
new life. Noah was transported through the flood to the “baptised world” while Moses was transported
to his new life as an adoptee of Pharaoh’s daughter.
As a contrast the Ark of the covenant318 means chest but with the sense of gathering 319. This word is
also used of the coffin that Joseph was put in320 which follows the words of Jacob who said, “I am to
be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers” 321
In verse 14 we read

Make thee an ark of gopher wood..and shalt pitch Cover/atonementit within and
without with pitch price of life/Ransom

The two words pitch here are not the same Hebrew words, the first, kāpar means to cover, to
make atonement, to make reconciliation or to cover with pitch 322. The second time pitch is
used in this verse it is, Kōper, which means price of life, ransom 323 or pitch 324
Here again is the symbolism of Jesus being our ark. It is Jesus’ blood that covers our sins 325
and makes atonement for us, and yet we baptised into Christ whose life was a ransom for
us 326 and we can therefore be seated with Christ in the Heavenly realm 327.
The other things for us to learn from this is that for us to stay afloat in this world we need
Jesus to cover our insides, our thoughts, dreams, ambitions etc 328 but we also need Jesus to
cover our outside, our actions 329 and the words we speak. Christianity is not a belief or
Strongs H8392
Ex 2:3,5
317
Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon
318
Ex 25:10, 14, 15, 16, 21 etc
319
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something we think, Christianity requires our whole selves. If we do not act differently, in a
Christlike manor, then we have missed something. 330
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 331
The description of the ark is remarkable detailed with the dimensions but not much else. We
know that the Ark was not a stylish yacht nor a fast launch but really a large barge. The ration
of length, width and height has been shown by engineers to be an incredible stable vessel that
is almost impossible to capsize. If fact these ratios are very similar to those used by modern
tankers that ferry oil around the world. As usual God’s word provides the ideal answer to a
problem.
[As for] God, His way [is] perfect; the Word of the Lord [is] tried; He [is] a buckler to all
them that trust in Him.332
The size of the ark is huge, a cubit is around half a meter and so the ark could have carried at least
120,000 sheep in floor area and over 2 million sheep by mass333. Scientists estimate 1.7 million
species however most are insects, in addition the narrative talks about kinds which is far fewer around
25 000 kinds. An example where are wolves and dogs, back then they were probably the same
genetically with the divisions occurring later with breeding. So that ark was plenty large enough for
animals and food.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou,
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.
19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark,
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.
20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the
earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.
21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and
it shall be for food for thee, and for them.
22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
It must have been a very clear call for Noah to build the ark but then Noah didn’t merely
know about God, he knew God. Noah walked with God 334. This is a high honour since Noah,
Enoch 335 and Abraham336 are the only men in the Bible who are specifically said to have
walked with God.
This walking with God means more than just getting to a destination, when you walk with
someone you go at the same pace in the same direction, you communicate, and you look out
for the other person 337.

Titus 1:16
James 2:14-17. See also James 1:23-25;
332
2Sam 22:31; see also Psa 18:2; 37:5; 64:10; 118:8; Pro 3:5; Phil 2:24
333
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/could-noahs-ark-float-theory-yes-180950385/
334
Gen 6:9
335
Gen 5:22, 24
336
Gen 24:40
337
Amos 3:3
330
331

13 September 2022

51

We were created to walk with God,338 using His word to guide339 us in going where God
walks 340 doing the good works that God wants along the way. 341
Noah had three choices
Ignore God, do what everyone else was doing and drown.
Follow Gods way, build a huge ship by hand at great cost, and be ridiculed by his
friends and neighbours.
Do a half approach and allegorise the word God had given him. Maybe building a
small boat for his cats and dogs so he could go fishing.
Despite the fact that outside of faith, there was no indication that a ship was needed, despite
the huge effort required and despite the comments from others, Noah prepared an ark to the
saving of his house;.., and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.342
Sometimes I look at the great men and women of the Bible and wonder how I can obtain such
a faith. However, as I look at the details, I see that they also failed. They were real people
with human failings 343, but they built their faith over time. So did Noah ever doubt ?
I suspect that he did just like we do sometimes. Will you and I do as Noah did, according
unto all that the LORD commanded him344” Start by doing something small and then keep
growing.
God allows us to see the hard times and Noah as a preacher of righteousness 345 didn’t see
many conversions as the flood judged them all. However, we know that God walks with us
when we obey Him, and does encourages us along the way. In Noah’s case we are told that
Jesus, in the spirit, preached to those who were disobedient when God waited patiently in the
days of Noah. 346 So I would surmise that even though Noah was the one doing the speaking
it was Jesus’ words that were being spoken.
Like Noah society may ridicule347 us for proclaiming the good news of Jesus, they may laugh
at us when we love the unlovable. After all,
Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the
day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all348
We just need to stick at it trying to remain obedient in the little things.349 No person was ever
blessed on account of his faith until that faith manifested itself in acts of obedience.350
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And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.351
This is the first mention of the word covenant. I think it is important as it is clearly one sided.
God will make a promise to be merciful and give mankind a sign. Since then we have had a
number of other covenants, with Abraham, Isaac etc and of course with us. We will look at
this again in Chapter 9.

351

Gal 6:9, see also 1John 3:7,10
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CHAPTER 7

1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee
have I seen righteous before me in this generation.
2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of
beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.
3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the
face of all the earth.
4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty
nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of
the earth.
5 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.
6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.
7 ¶ And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the
ark, because of the waters of the flood.
8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that
creepeth upon the earth,
9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God
had commanded Noah.
10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.
I have often wondered how many of each animal Noah took on to the Ark. The traditional
view is 2 of the unclean and 7 of the clean. I actually doubt this and I think that Noah took 4
of the unclean and 14 of the clean. The Hebrew is not clear and a slow reading looks to me
like Naoh takes each pair as a unit, just as my wife and I are one unit352. Therefore, he took 2
pairs of the clean and 7 pairs of the unclean.
That brings us to a question we cannot answer with certainty: How many animals were on the
ark? We know that Noah was told to include a male and female of all the land animals. It is a
mistake to jump to the conclusion that Noah had to bring two of each species on earth.
Genesis 1 speaks of created “kinds” of animals, a category that clearly seems larger than the
species level. Some authorities suggest that the total number of animals would have been no
more than 2,000. Others suggest as many as 16,000. But suppose the number equals 50,000.
Would the ark have been large enough to accommodate them?
“Remember there are really only a few very large animals, such as the dinosaur or the
elephant, and these could be represented by young ones. Assuming the average animal
to be about the size of a sheep and using a railroad car for comparison, we note that
the average double-deck stock car can accommodate 240 sheep. Thus, three trains
hauling 69 cars each would have ample space to carry the 50,000 animals, filling only
37% of the ark. This would leave an additional 361 cars or enough to make five trains
of 72 cars each to carry all of the food and baggage plus Noah’s family of eight
people. The Ark had plenty of space.” 353
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Noah was a righteous man who had great faith in God. His faith saved his entire family. But
not one word is ever said about the faith of his wife or the faith of Shem, Ham or Japheth or
their wives. But they must have had some faith.
I don’t know how much faith they had, but they had enough to follow the head of the family.
And Noah had enough faith to inspire all of them to follow his example. That’s the power of a
godly leader. Noah’s faith saved his entire family. He believed so deeply and obeyed so
completely and walked so intimately with God that it was natural for his entire family to follow.
They believed because he lived his faith and if we want others to believe in Jesus we need to
live what we say. I was really inspired by a cult leader I knew, not because I liked or agreed
with what he said but because he lived what he believed.
I remember a story of a guy who preached occasionally and one day he got on a bus, paid his
fare dropped the change in his pocket without checking as he usually did. When He sat down
the Holy Spirit prompted him to check the change. When he did he noticed that he had been
given too much change. So, when he got off the bus he gave the extra back to the driver. The
driver replied, “I know I gave you extra change, I wanted to see if you really believe what you
said on Sunday.”
A groom’s father said something like this: “Son, some people say that success depends on
money and education but that’s not true. The most important part of success is character. I’ve
done my best to set high standards and to teach you the difference between right and wrong so
that you will be a man of character. Today you and Melissa are happy and very much in love,
but the day will come when those feelings of excitement will begin to fade. When that happens,
only character will keep you faithful. Son, if the entire world says something is wrong, and you
know it is right, go ahead and do it anyway. If the world says something is right, but you know
it is wrong, don’t do it. Be a man of character and your wife will follow your example.” That
strikes me as excellent advice, not just for newlyweds but for all of us.
Noah was a godly man in an ungodly age, a bright light shining in the darkness. Because he
had character and obeyed God when the world thought he was crazy, he ended up saving his
own family and God blessed him.
For us to be really blessed we need to be a man of character or a woman of conviction. Stand
on the Word of God and don’t worry about what the world thinks. You’ll save yourself, and
by God’s grace, you may save your family and many others besides.
11 ¶ In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day
of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the
windows of heaven were opened.
12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.
13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of
Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;
God gives us a time line for the flood.
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Note that the waters came not just from rain but also from the ground. See that it says that it
rained for forty days and forty nights, later we read that the waters rose for 40 days. It does
not say that the earth was wet for 40 days as we will see later that the waters only started to
go down after 150 days.
In Genesis 4 we read about Naamah (meaning pleasantness), the sister of Tubal-Cain. As the
only women between Eve and Sarah, and with no reason is given for why she is mentioned
there is a theory that she was Noah’s wife. The theory continues that she is not mentioned by
name elsewhere is because she was not the mother of Shem, Noah's principal heir, who
probably dies earlier. The Phoenicians (descendants of Ham) put the descendants of Cain in
their legends and scarcely mentioned the Sethites, implying that Shem had a different
mother.354
14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind,
every bird of every sort.
15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the
breath of life.
16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded
him: and the LORD shut him in.
17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up
the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.
18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark
went upon the face of the waters.
19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were
under the whole heaven, were covered.
20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast,
and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:
22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.
23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground,
both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were
destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark.
24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.
The details that we have from cave paintings, dragon legends etc show that man must have
had some interaction with dinosaurs. Also, the flood legend is found in many ancient
cultures 355 confirming that it must have been true and the common origin of the cultures from
Noah’s family.
Earth filled with many people but we have three groups:
Those who perished – the ones who did not have a relationship with God.
Those who were carried through the flood by God’s provision.
Those who were raptured before the flood. –Enoch - Yes only one but then only one
body of Chris
354
355
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Chinese characters also tell of the Flood.

Copied from Institute for Creation Research 356

CHAPTER 8

1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with
him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;
2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain
from heaven was restrained;
3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the
hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.
4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon
the mountains of Ararat.
5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the
first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.
Remembered 357, This does not mean that God forgot. It can mean celebrate…
There is lots of debate about where the Ark came to rest and a number of claims that the ark
has been found. The one this that seems to be consistent is that the modern Mt Ararat is not
the one mentioned here.
6 ¶ And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark
which he had made:
7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up
from off the earth.
8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of
the ground;

356
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9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the
ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and
took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.
10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;
11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf
pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.
12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not
again unto him any more.
A raven feeds on carrion and therefore would have been happy to eat dead animals and rest on
carcases. A dove however wants a tree and greenery to eat. Therefore, the dove came back
until the trees had budded.
13 ¶ And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first
day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the
covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.
14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth
dried.
15 ¶ And God spake unto Noah, saying,
16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and
of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.
18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him:
19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the
earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.
So Noah, his family and the animals were in the ark for 3 days more than a year.
The phrase be fruitful and multiply upon the earth is also used after creation358. God had
made the earth for us.
20 ¶ And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of
every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not
again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is
evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have
done.
22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night shall not cease.
Man’s heart is evil and so God offers to give us a new heart, a heart of flesh. 359
The sacrifice means that God had already explained to Man that the consequence of sin is
death. Therefore, for us to be forgiven we need a substitute, we now know that the animal
358
359
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sacrifice was symbolism pointing to Jesus who you be our substitute 360, dying to pay the price
of our sins.
Seedtime and harvest. This refence implies that prior to the flood the earth may have been a
uniform tropical forest. The earth may well have shifted from its axis either causing or as a
result of the flood, creating the seasons.

CHAPTER 9

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth.
2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and
upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes
of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.
3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I
given you all things.
4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I
require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the
life of man.
6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God
made he man.
7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and
multiply therein.
God told to Adam361 at the beginning to fill the earth and now Noah. I don’t believe this is a
call to have huge families, we should have children within our means. If you cannot have
children yourself then consider adopting or just supporting others. The Apostle Paul was not
married but his preaching raised spiritual children362. Also, physical children were assumed
to be within marriage.
We will find later that they did not fill the earth but stayed in one area, the plains of Shinar.
There God muddled the languages and the division cause dispersion over the earth. It is
interesting that in the New Testament the disciples are told to make disciples of all nations, but
they also stayed until persecutions forced them to go forth363.
This needs to be a lesson to us. If God tells us to do something and we ignore Him we should
not be surprised if trouble comes our way to force us to do what God asks. I was talking to my
kids the other day about someone who lied to their teacher and got away with it for a time. I
told them that as Christians we are unlikely to get away with lying. God holds us to a higher
standard, and he loves us too much to allow us to get away with sin. A little sin will lead to a

Matt 8:17; 1Pet 2:23-25; Mark 10:45; Rom 5:6; 1Thes 5:10; Isa 53:4-6; Lev 1:4 See also Gen
22:13; 1Kings 20:42
361
Gen 1:28, see also Gen 8:17
362
1Cor 4:15-17; 1Tim 1:2
363
Acts 12:24
360
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bigger and bigger sin if not stopped and God is more concerned about our salvation in the long
term that a short-term embarrassment.
And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth,
upon every fowl of the air, and upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all
the fish of the sea; and into your hand are they delivered.
Animals avoid humans in general and humans have hunted just about every species.
Now prior to the flood, man was a vegetarian. God said unto Adam, "All of the green herbs are
yours 364. But now after the flood, God has also given man meat in his diet. Verse 3 reads,
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have
I given you all things.
So here all meat and plants can be eaten, but later when the law is given Moses is told that he
cannot eat the unclean animals and then in the New Testament all meat can be eaten. I think
that the unclean prohibition came as diseases developed in what became the unclean animals.
Now that the dieses are controlled, we no longer require that prohibition.
In addition, the requirements kept them apart as a witness to encourage other nations to come
to God. Now we are called to be a peculiar people in love also to encourage others to come to
God. Let us be good witnesses and effective in proclaiming the goodness of God.
God also declares that man should not eat blood. This is later included in the law when God
spoke to Moses. Interestingly enough, one of the only parts of the law that was commended to
the Gentile church that they keep themselves from things that were strangled, from blood and
fornication365.
I see three reasons for God telling us to stay away from Blood, a spiritual one, a health one and
respect for life. Health wise there are a lot of diseases that are transmitted through blood.
Spiritually because blood is the price that has to be paid for sin, God wants us to look forward
to Jesus who shed His blood for our sins. Also, we should respect life.
Just a note that needs to be said here that to me it does not prohibit blood transfusions. One of
the common cults teach that you cannot have blood transfusions and many people die because
they refuse on religious reasons. I think that this is a tragic misunderstanding of scripture.
For as we go on, God said
Surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I
require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require
life of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in
the image of God made he him366.

Gen 1:29
Acts 15
366
Gen 9:5-6
364
365
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The context implies premeditated murder not what we call manslaughter or accidental death.
So here at the beginning now of a new civilization, God is establishing capital punishment. If
a man sheds another man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed. This is the beginning of
human government. And it is the basic foundation upon which human government was to be
established.
But like it or not, agree with it or not, capital punishment was instituted by God as the basis of
human government. Now the way that man has kept the law certainly is not just. But it doesn't
take away from the fact that this is the basic foundation and principle of human government.
God has passed on to man the authority to discipline and rule man. To the Jews this was
understood to be the sceptre. Gen 49:10 gives a prophecy that the sceptre shall not pass from
Judah until the Messiah comes. When the Romans removed the authority to administer the
death penalty the Sanhedrin went around Jerusalem in sack cloth and ashes because they
thought that the Scriptures had been broken. How sad that we do not take the scripture as
seriously as the Sanhedrin did in those days.
The commandment is for man to bring forth abundantly, to multiply in the earth. And it is
interesting that those who complain loudly against capital punishment are often the same ones
who endorse abortion. That doesn't make sense. It's just the opposite of what God said.
Post flood
1. Chaos increased : shorter lives
2. Man is responsible for government
3. Meat to be eaten
4. Animals Fear man
5. Rain local floods climate
Pre flood and end times
1. Chaos low : lives long
2. Jesus on throne
3. Vegetarian : wolf lies with lamb (Isa 65:25)
4. Little child leads wolf (Isa 11:6)
5. No need of sun – therefore no change in climate.
8 ¶ And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,
9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;
10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every
beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.
11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more
by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.
12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:
13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and
the earth.
14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be
seen in the cloud:
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15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.
16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the
earth.
17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established
between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.
18 ¶ And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.
19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.
God initiates a covenant367 with Noah, his sons and his descendants, which includes us as we
all are descended from Noah.
I used to think that I was the initiator and God was the responder,
I was always trying to do things so that God would respond to me.
I used to fast, in hopes that God would respond to my self-denial.
I was taught that God blesses those who praise Him, so I would praise the Lord, in hopes
of being blessed.
I thought that somehow I could force God to respond to my wishes if I was faithful in
my giving and devotions.
I was seeking to earn God's favour.
What an eye opener to discover the grace of God and to realize His infinite love that causes
Him to want to bless me. When this took place, I found myself responding to God. No longer
praising God to receive a blessing but praising God because He had already given me His
blessings. No longer serving God out of a sense of duty but as Paul said, "The love of Christ
constrains me."
The difference between works and fruit. Works are my effort to get God to respond to me.
Fruit is my response to the goodness and grace of God towards me
God creates a covenant with all people i.e. Jews and Gentiles. Later God establishes a covenant
with Abraham, that he would be the one through whom the Messiah would come and therefore
Abraham could be considered the first Jew.
This covenant is not conditional on man. God says, “I establish My covenant with you." He
makes the agreement and seals it, in this case with a rainbow. I can image that every time it
rained Noah and his children remembered the flood with fear and so God gives them a sign of
reassurance. Isn’t God amazing, reaching us where we are, weaknesses and all. In Revelation
we see a rainbow around God’s throne.
Here is a righteous, Holy God proving assurance to a sinful man. The Almighty God the creator
of mankind makes a covenant with His creation, agreeing never to have a global flood again.
As a side note this does not exclude local floods as we know from experience.
There is a phrase here that seems out of place, Ham is the father of Canaan. There
are several thoughts about why Canaan is mentioned here but it is certainly linked to the curse
that follows. We will look at that in the next passage.

367

Webster's Dictionary defines covenant as a formal, solemn and binding, agreement.
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20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:
21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two
brethren without.
23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and
went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were
backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness.
24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him.
25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.
26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall
be his servant.
Noah planted a vineyard, to cultivate the ground was an important part of life and here Noah is
doing some of what mankind was called to do. The grapes were an important fruit, which could
be dried and stored, providing raisins, sultanas and currants from different grape varieties.
These are rich in fibre, potassium and antioxidants. Grape juice was also boiled to leave a
syrup that could be stored and mixed with water later.
Grape juice left out will ferment and this provides a risk. Think about Noah, he has lost all his
friends, His sport buddies etc. I bet he also was critical of himself, what if he tried harder to
persuade his neighbour to believe. It must have been hard on Noah to remember all the people
he grew up with, knowing that his preaching was unsuccessful in saving their lives. How will
we feel in the kingdom knowing that most of the people we knew had not believed?
Whatever the cause, Noah got drunk and was lying uncovered in his tent. Drunkenness seems
for so many, to be a small concern, what is wrong with a little party. The impact on health is
one side but the other is the potential for serious harm. In Noah’s case it creates an opening for
sin in his son. It is written that the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children368. We can
also remember that a state of drunkenness leads to another act of incest in Genesis. This was
when Lot's daughters deliberately got their father drunk to have children from him369.
I stated that we can see Jesus on every page so where do we see Jesus here?
Adam ate the fruit which exposed his nakedness, and this resulted in a curse.
Noah drank the fruit of the vine which resulted in him exposing his nakedness and
resulted in a curse on his descendants.
Jesus took upon Himself the fruit of our sin, was therefore naked on the cross braking
the curse on mankind.
At first glance this passage seems to be a huge over reaction to a minor event. We have a man
seeing another naked, something that happens in sports changing rooms every day. So there
there seems to be more going on here than just seeing His father in a state of undress. The
word "saw the nakedness of his father" is a little more intense in the Hebrew and from what I
have read it is not clear exactly what it means. In Leviticus 18:6-18 and 20:17. It is very clear
that this phrase was used by the Hebrews to describe the sin of incest.
368
369

Exodos 20:5; Ex 34:7; Num 14:18; Deut 5:9
Genesis 19:30-35
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Some commentators have put together the fact that Canaan was “cursed”, not Ham who
committed the act, and theorised that Ham slept with his father’s wife and Canaan was the
result of this incest.
Scott Hahn states, '..Ham was trying to usurp his father's authority by sleeping with
his mother. Perhaps that's why he told his brothers what he'd done, rather than
keeping it a secret. This reflects a pattern found elsewhere in the Old Testament,
especially where sons resent fathers for showing favor to siblings. For example,
Jacob's son Reuben sought to undermine his (Jacob's) favored half-brother Joseph by
taking his father's concubine - for which he received a paternal curse (see Gen 29:32;
35:22; 49:3-4). Likewise, Absalom resented the plans of his father, King David, to
give the throne to one of his younger half-brothers, Solomon. In response, Absalom
drove King David out of Jerusalem and then slept with his father's concubines - right
in public - to signify his seizure of royal power...'370
Professor F. L. Griffith has pointed out that the Egyptian god Akhmim or Menu may
have been identified with Ham. He regards the characteristics of Menu as being in
accord with the shamelessness of Ham 371 including his black skin. This Egyptian
fertility god is linked to having a son with his own mother Isis.
What ever happened it is clear from the context that he was in rebellion against his father and
went out and told his two brothers in such a way as to bring a reproach and disrespect upon his
father Noah. Shem and Japheth were horrified at Noah's careless nakedness, Ham however,
exploited the situation.
I think that two lessons that we need to take from this instance are;
1. Any sexual activity outside of marriage is sin and
2. Respect is important. While we might think it kind of cute that they walked in
backwards I think that Shen and Japheth demonstrated great respect for their father and
also for a desire to live a Holy life. So often we think that we can walk close to sin and
avoid it while God’s desire is that we stay far away from sin.
Sin is like a magnet if you stay far away the appeal is relatively weak however as you get closer,
the greater the appeal. One can argue that this is a case with pornography which is very
addictive. On the same theme, affairs are often caused by gradually getting close to someone
of the opposite sex. Each step was a little bit closer and “acceptable” certainly to the world.
Then there comes a point when the sin has not yet been commited but the ability to say no is
extremely hard.
We need to agree together to put barriers in place to protect ourselves from all and any sin. As
Paul tells the Corinthians, Flee from Idolatry 372 and in a similar vein James tells us to Submit
yourselves therefore to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you373.

Scott Hahn, A Father Who Keeps His Promises, p 87-88, 1998
Genesis 9:20
372
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The message for us here is that sexual sin has wide ranging consequences. Ham, “saw his
father’s nakedness” and Canaan is cursed. Later Canaan became the father of the Canaanites
who apparently inherited the sexual morals of their grandfather, with a liking for incest and
other forms of sexual perversion. Moses warned the Israelites not to adopt the sexual
behaviour and practises of the Canaanites 374. Today there is no nation of Canaan.
Another example is the incest of Lot's daughters with their father that led to the peoples of
Edom, Moab and Ammon375 and these people too proved to be continual enemies of Israel.
The other side of this is the blessing for caring for others. Japheth's blessing is that he would
be 'enlarged' - the descendants of Japheth are indeed very numerous and would not only
include many 'western-types' but another branch of Japheth will be found among such races
as the Chinese, Japanese and Indonesians; a very populous people.
Shem’s blessing is a little harder. “Blessed be the LORD God of Shem” is an odd thing to
say when Noah knew there was one and only one God so the next verse may hold the clue;
God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem.
Given that the Hebrew then, did not have punctuation perhaps the comma should have been a
full-stop (period) after Japheth. The sentence would then be “God will dwell in the tents of
Shem” which God did as He dwelt in the tent Moses constructed and called the tabernacle.
28 ¶ And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.
29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.
Noah died shortly before Abraham was born and Seth was alive for 75 years with Abraham.
No wonder Abraham understood God and the truth of creation. Faith comes by hearing the
word of God 376.

CHAPTER 10

1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto
them were sons born after the flood.
2 The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and
Meshech, and Tiras.
3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.
4 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.
5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his
tongue, after their families, in their nations.
6 ¶ And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.
7 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha:
and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.
8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.
Leviticus 18:6-18 and Exodus 23:23-24. See also Gen 14 and Josh 9:27 when they were
enslaved.
375
Genesis 19:36-38
376
Rom 10:17; see also Luke 8:18 and Mark 4:24
374
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9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the
mighty hunter before the LORD.
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in
the land of Shinar.
Another list of names….377
The purpose of this list is to understand the nations and this chapter is often referred to as the
table of nations. Before we start, we need to realise something about the ancient culture.
Places were described by the families or descendants that lived there. This helps us because
people call places by names that change over time. I went on holiday to a country called
South West Africa and friends lived in Rhodesia, you will not find either of these countries on
a current map because they have had their names changed. Another example is SanktPeterburg which became Petrograd in 1914, in 1924 it changed to Leningrad and in 1991
became Saint Petersburg. Later it was often referred to as Petersburg and now it is sometimes
referred to as The Northern Capital. Place names are often lost to History, like Mt Ararat
discussed earlier but if we refer to areas where people settled we can have some confidence of
the geographical location. A biblical example is when Jesus went to Sychar which was also
known as “the plot of ground that Jacob gave to Joseph 378. If we are to understand the battle
when Gog and Magog are joined together379, we can use this list to see the× area’s that the
Bible refers too.
Starting in the order they are listed;
Shem, which means Name 380. I assume with the meaning of “He will carry the (family)
Name.” This possible meaning is supported by the order that Noah’s sons are listed when
they are listed together381. It was traditional for the eldest to be listed first but in the Bible
God lists the important one first. Shem may have been the middle son of the three382 though
most commentaries consider Shem to be the eldest 383. As Abraham and Jesus came from
Shem’s lineage, he is the most important for the Bibilcal message.
Other possible meaning for Shem is or dusky or dark
Ham, the youngest of Noah’s sons, probably means “black”. In Hebrew and Arabic, the word
chamam means "to be hot" and "to be black," Black being the colour wood goes when it has
been hot (burnt).
I do want to mention here that there was an unfounded interpretation of the scripture that was
held by many people for a long time that the curse was that Canaan became black, and thus
that the black people were a subservient race. This was held for example some churches in
South Africa and by the Mormons until recently—a black man could not become a priest in
the Mormon Church.

Decedents of Noah are also listed in 1Chr 1:5-27
John 4:5-6
379
Rev 20:8, see also Eze 38 and 39
380
a parallel to the Assyr-Babylonian usage, in which "son," "name" (sumu) are synonyms (W. A. Inscriptions,
V, plural 23, 11,29-32abc).
381
Genesis 9:18; 10:1, etc
382
Gen 9:24 and Gen 10:21
383
The meaning of Onkelos translated as elder in Gen 10:21 is usually translated as great, as in large,
though it can mean older. See Gen 1:16 two “great” lights and the “greater” to rule the day; Gen 1:21
“Great” whales; Gen 4:13 my punishment is “greater”
377
378
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This is a very unscriptural view. There's no basis for that at all. God has created all of us
equal. And the colour of my skin has nothing to do with the character and the condition of my
heart. We are all brothers or sisters and in Christ Jesus "there is neither Jew nor Greek,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free: but Christ is all, and in all"384.
Japheth means “Fair” though it could mean “enlarge” as the root could come from “wide”
From a genetic perspective it seems that Noah had the genetic material for all peoples and his
sons may have been names after their skin tones, I suppose and easy way to remember their
names.
Peter states that 8 people were saved on the ark, Noah, his three sons and their respective
wives. 385
Japheth descendants are listed first with 7 sons of Japheth and then 7 grandsons
The immediate descendants
Passage name
Historic Nationality
Gomer
Armenians Sumerians
Magog
Lydians
Madai

Medes

Javan

Greeks

Tubal
Mesech
Tiras

Tibarenians
Moschians
Tiras

Modern Equivalent
Celtic
Scythians, Slavs, Russians, Bulgarians,
Bohemians, Poles, Slovaks, Croatians
Indians & Iranic: Medes, Persians, Afghans,
Kurds
Greece, Romans, French, Italians, Spanish,
Portuguese
South of Black Sea
Russia, Moscow
Thracians, Teutons, Germans, Scandinavian,
Anglo-Saxon, Jutes

Grand children
The sons of Gomer (Ashkenaz, Riphath and Togarmah) were all settled in the West Asian
tract;
The sons of Javan (Elisah, Tarshish, Kittim and Dodanim or Rodanim) occupied the
Mediterranean coast and the adjacent islands, including England.
Ham’s descendants
Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.386
Ham’s sons Name
Modern day country
Cush
Sudan, Ethiopia
Mitsrayim
Egypt
Phut
Libyia
Canaan
Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Western Jordan
and Western Syria (Hivites, Jebusites,
Arvadites, Girgashites, Amorites, Arkites,
Colossians 3:11
1Pet 3:20
386
Psalm 105:23, see also Psalm 106:22; 78:51
384
385
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Sinites, Hittites, Sidonians, Perizzites,
Zemarites)
In the end times it seems that Cush’s descendants, Ethiopia plays a part giving a gift to Israel.
Some believe that the Ark of the covenant is in Ethiopia.
Grand children;
sons of Cush;
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, Sabtecha & Nimrod
sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.
We stopped the section there to consider Nimrod. The translation here may be word correct
but the meaning is not always correct.
The name Nimrod means rebel and he rebelled against God and His authority. He ruled
around Assyria 387 (Mesopotamia, Iraq)
There have been two views about the term a mighty hunter before the Lord. The first
view is that he killed giant beasts. A dragon slayer if you will.
An alternative view is that he hunted humans, not as a cannibal but as a dictator. The
Jerusalem Targum says;
He was powerful in hunting and in wickedness before the Lord, for he was a
hunter of the sons of men, and he said to them, “Depart from the judgement of
the Lord, and adhere to the judgement of Nimrod!” Therefore, it is said: “As
Nimrod the strong one, strong in hunting, and in wickedness before the Lord.”
There is teaching around that Nimrod married Semiramis. When Nimrod, died Semiramis
claimed that he became the sun god, and she conceived a son, claimed to be immaculate
conception, naming him Tammuz but stating that he was Nimrod resurrected. She called herself
the queen of heaven and was worshipped.
The story continues that they began to celebrate his resurrection by coloring eggs and having
great festivities in the springtime of the year. The worship of Semiramis, queen of heaven with
child in her arms and the sun behind her being Nimrod. It is claimed that this is the start of the
pagan trinity.
I mention it here for two reasons, firstly I would have assumed that if this really was the start
of a significant anti-truth movement that the Bible might have a bit more to say. The lack of
even a mention of Semiramis makes me think that the truth has been embellished. However,
like many stories there may be some truth and Ezekiel388 expresses his "dismay" at an
abomination of women weeping for Tammuz, a Mesopotamian god. A few verses further on
the prophet sees a fourth vision in the inner court of the Temple, men with their backs toward
the temple worshipping the sun. We also know that the Babylonian religious system that is
referenced in the Bible as mystery Babylon389.

Micah 5:6
Ezekiel 8:14-17
389
See also Rev 17:5
387
388

13 September 2022

68

13 September 2022

69

11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and
Calah,
12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,
14 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim.
Verse 11 starts with Asshur leaving Babylon to build Nineveh on the upper Tigrus North of
Babylon. While Nineveh also became a rebellious city which Jonah preached too. Both
Jonah and Noah are both prophetic390. The fact that Asshur moved may mean that he tried to
remain true to the God that Noah preached. If so, this gives more context to God sending
Jonah to Nineveh, after all God is merciful to generations of those who love Him. Our
faithfulness can bring God’s blessing on our Children 391.
15 ¶ And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth,
16 And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,
17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,
18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the
families of the Canaanites spread abroad.
19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto
Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto
Lasha.
20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries,
and in their nations.
The Jebusites who inhabited the area around Jerusalem
The Sinites moved east to China and the Chinese are still called Sino people, for example the
Sino-Japanese war.
We will now consider the family line of Shem. This list is longer than the others because this
is the line that leads to Jesus, via Abraham and David.
21 ¶ Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the
elder, even to him were children born.
22 The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram.
23 And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.
24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber.
25 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was
the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.
26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,
27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,
28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba,
29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan.
30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east.
31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands,
after their nations.

390
391

See also 1Pet 18-22
Isa 44:3; Pro 20:7; 1Cor 7:14
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32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations:
and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.
Askenaz: Germany
Riphath: europe
Togarmah: Armenians, Turkey
Scythians: Russians

Shem’s sons Name
Elam
Asshur
Lud
Aram
Arphaxad

Modern day country
Arabia
Assyria
Lydians
Aramaic, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Syria
From which Abraham descended

It is from Eber that we get the name Ibriy or the Hebrew, Abraham’s family.
Jobab, could be Job after whom the book of Job was written.
Some have said that when it says that in the days of Peleg the earth was divided it refers to
continental drift. I personally think that like verse 5, verse 20 and 31 it refers to the dividing
of the people up into the earth. God had asked Noah to fill the earth but God had to muddle
their languages to force them to be obedient. Much like the Jesus asking the disciples to go to
all the earth and it took persecution and the death of Stephen for the disciples to go. Let us
obey God freely rather than waiting for trouble to come our way.
Noah's prophetic blessing, on awakening from his wine, may be regarded as having
been fulfilled in his descendants, who occupied Syria (Aramaic), Palestine (Canaan),
Chaldea (Arpachshad), Assyria (Asshur), part of Persia (Elam), and Arabia (Joktan).
In the first three of these, as well as in Elam, Canaanites had settled (if not in the
other districts mentioned), but Shemites ruled, at some time or other, over the
Canaanites, and Canaan thus became "his servant" 392.
In this chapter, 70 names are listed. This is significant because there were 70 families
that went to Egypt393, if you divide Psalms into the 5 books, as they were originally,
you have the Bible with 70 books, Daniel described 70 weeks upon Israel. There were
70 members of the Jewish Sanhedrian, 70 scholars translated the Septuagent which
Jesus quotes from, Moses wrote that man’s life would be limited to 70 years and
Moses went with 70 elders to meet with God394. The Babylon captivity was 70 years
and the Romans destroyed the temple 70 years after Herod attempt to kill Jesus as a
baby. We are told to forgive 70 times seven times. 395

https://www.internationalstandardbible.com/S/shem.html. Genesis 9:25,26
Gen 46:27
394
Ex 24:1-9
395
Chuck Missler
392
393
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CHAPTER 11

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.
2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the
land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.
3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And
they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.
4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth.
Simplest item first, in verse 2 we notice that they journeyed from the east. This would imply
that the Ark settled east of Babylon. This is different from where most people are looking for
the Ark on Mount Ararat North, in Turkey. If the Ark is found, I expect it to be found east of
Babylon in Iran. This travel direction makes sense too as they would have been traveling
towards the higher rainfall area and therefore the more fertile area396.
From this passage we know that Noah’s descendants travelled west till they found a fertile
valley, here they named the two rivers they found after the rivers in Eden. The Tigrus and
Euphrates, with Nineva on the Tigrus and Babylon on the Euphrates.
The whole earth was of one language. Here is one thing that evolutionists agree with. While
there is much discussion of how long it took, most agree that it started with one people group
with one language. Yet this is also a problem for evolutionists as it is hard to explain why
humans are the only ones with language. A further confirmation that the Bible is accurate is
that modern languages are simpler that the ancient ones. An example of Greek, before you
could translate, “He Loved” into Greek you would need to identify which of the 8 words for
love applies 397. We would then need to understand all the issues with translating “He”. For
us to understand God’s love we have the whole Bible, a love letter from God to us, and God
has spoken to us by His son.398
Isaac Mozeson, author of “The Word: The Dictionary that reveals the Hebrew roots of
the English Language” is convinced of this. He writes, “Percentage-wise and
vocabulary-wise, English is more obviously a dialect of Hebrew than of Latin, Greek
or French.
More impressive than the Hebrew motto of Yale College is the title of Harvard
College’s first dissertation: Hebrew Is the Mother Tongue. When Noah Webster’s
https://www.geocurrents.info/environmental-geography/dhofar-the-other-arabia/attachment/middleeast-rainfall-map
397
ἔρως (érōs), passion, lust, physical love or sexual desire. The Bible uses eros for “marital love”
because sex was intended for Marriage.
ϕιλία (philía), affectionate love.
ἀγάπη (agápē) unconditional, sacrificial love, willing to do anything for another, without expecting
anything in return. Agape is often defined as “Christian love.” agape is the word used to describe the
love that God the Father and Jesus has for humanity.
στοργή (storgé) familial love.
μανία (manía) obsessive love.
ludus or ερωτοτροπία “game” or “play,” which covers things like flirting, seduction, and casual sex.
πράγμα (prágma) is practical love. Pragma is love based on duty, obligation, or logic.
ϕιλαυτία (philautía), self-esteem (good) or hubris (bad)
From https://www.dictionary.com/e/greek-words-for-love/
398
Heb 1:2
396
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original dictionary traced many English words beyond German, French, Latin and
Greek to their “Shemitic” origin, no one raised an eyebrow. Every learned person
knew that Hebrew was the Mother Tongue.
The Oxford English Dictionary is so troubled by a biblical source for BABBLE
(Babel), that it warns readers that “no direct connection with Babel can be traced” and
declares the term to be of “unknown origin.””
We have also noted previously that the genealogy were Hebrew names that have Hebrew
meanings. So, it is most likely that Hebrew was the original language399.

We need to put aside the old opinion of a tower that man built to try and reach God. That
opinion was based on the idea that ancient man was superstitious and without much
understanding. Let us consider the text;
Verse 1 : The Aramaic says, “Now the entire earth was of one language and uniform words.”
The Jewish commentary that I was reading interprets this as meaning that they came together,
nation together with nation, with one complaint against the Sole One of the world.
Go To400 : is an expression of preparation, meaning that they prepare themselves and join for
work, or for counsel
Verse 4 wording states that “ and a tower with the heavens in the top.” It is thought that this
means that the star charts were in the top. This is also supported by the last phrase, lest we be
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
It is also possible though far less likely that the names were translated, like the American Indian
names, “running bear”.
400
Verse 3
399
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Most commentators believe that the tower was also an astrological observation tower, perhaps
like Stonehenge. One of the things that is interesting is that the ancient cultures had an
amazing understanding of the heavens. Stonehenge it seems could predict every solar eclipse
for 300 years 401 and the Romans had a very complex clockwork mechanism that tracked the
heavenly bodies 402 in detail that has only just been understood.
And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon
and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve
them, which YHWH your Elohiym has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.
But YHWH has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be a
people of his own inheritance, as you are this day. 403
I believe that initially God had given man the stars as signs 404 with names that described the
Gospel, this is described as the Mazzeroth. We know this now, in its desecrated humanistic
version, as the zodiac. Perhaps this tower was man’s first attempt to replace God’s
redemption plan with a humanistic version. For example, God promised a virgin birth so
Tammar faked a virgin birth to replace God’s saviour. God intended the stars to tell us about
the spiritual seasons and proclaim Christ’s coming. Instead, we now have astrology and
stargazers who claim that the stars govern their lives, essentially worshipping the stars. God
speaks out heavily against those who worship the stars.
Zodiac Interpretations
Constellation

Picture

Interpretations

Virgo

Virgin

Virgin Mary

Libra

Scales

Sin must be paid for

Scorpius

Scorpion

Sin brings death

Sagittarius

archer

Demonism

Capricorn

Goat-fish

Earth corruption

Aquarius

Water pourer

Living water or Noah's flood

Pisces

Fish

God's remnant

Aries

Ram

Sacrifice

Taurus

Bull

Resurrection

Gemini

Twins

Christ's dual nature

Cancer

Crab

Gathering of redeemed

Leo

Lion

The King

https://blog.stonehenge-stone-circle.co.uk/2017/01/04/stonehenge-eclipse-predictor/ see also
Singapore University’s Department of Mathematics has a web page: PREDICTING ECLIPSES WITH
THE STONEHENGE
402
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antikythera_mechanism
403
Deuteronomy 4:19-20
404
Gen 1:14, see also description there and in commentary on Matthew’s Gospel.
401
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It is amazing how we can see God in everything if we look past the humanistic distortions.
As Romans states man is without excuse because creation proclaims the truth405.
I found this photo and it reminded me of the Exodus when the
spies came back from spying out the land carrying a bunch of
grapes on a pole between them406. Another “unbelievable
Bible statement proved to be possible. (Yes there is some
perspective here making the bunch look even bigger but it is
still too big for one person to carry.)

We can also see the rebellion from God in the last phrase, Noah had been told to fill the earth,
these people did not want to spread out and built the tower to prevent God’s call. My guess is
that they language implies that they knew God’s call and that God would spread them out and
the tower is a deliberate attempt to counterman God’s action, lest we be scattered.
For us we should remember that God’s call may seem hard but when we get there it is not
grievous. On the other hand as we will see the consequence of going against God’s wishes is
far worse. In this case they only needed to expand but by trying to block God’s call their
language was muddled so they could no longer fellowship at all.
Some of the commentators believe that Nimrod had gathered an army and control the
relatives around him. What ever happened there does seem to be a bit of jealousy of the
Hamites towards the Shemites. Verse 4 states, 'let us make us a name' is intriguing since the
Hebrew for 'name' here is actually 'Shem'. It would seem that this passage is implying
Nimrod also wanted his people to become great and famous! So this city and tower were
constructed in opposition to the family line which God was using!
Nimrod was using this structure to teach a separation from God. No longer did anyone have
to deal with God directly. One only needs to let Nimrod do it for you at the top of his tower.
Magic, astrology, numerology, augury, etc. all had their beginning here. As a way for people
to tell the future without God.
Isn’t this a familiar, you don’t need to go God, I will go for you. Don’t worry about reading
the Bible, come and listen to a Sunday sermon and I will explain what you need to know.
Come to “me” for prayer/healing and I will talk to God for you. We keep being told that
someone else can do it for us, Jesus tells us to come to him as He is the only one, there is no
other name by which we can be saved.
405
406

Rom 1:20
Num 13:23
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I do not believe that Nimrod believed that he could physically reach God, this seems to me to
be a pride issue. It is pride that is the root of evil and how easy it ensnares us. I can say that I
often try to make a name for myself. There is nothing wrong with wanting to do ones best but
when it is at the expense of someone else, it is pride showing itself.
We commented on Nimrod last week, he was later worshiped as Marduk. Marduk’s image is
on many of the bricks in the Babylon that Saddam Hussein was building. One of the articles
that I read stated that Saddam put his writing on new bricks that he was using to repair
Babylon. Note also that they were technologically advanced, they did not live in caves or
rock houses but they made good bricks. In fact, the bricks that Saddam was making are,
apparently, starting to break up while old ones are still strong.
5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men
builded.
6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and
this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have
imagined to do.
7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not
understand one another's speech.
8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and
they left off to build the city.
9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the
face of all the earth.
We're describing the activities of God in human terms Of course God is omnipresent and He
was watching the whole time.
[This is] in the Midrash of Rabbi Tanchuma.
And the Lord descended to see: He did not need to do this, except to teach, not to
condemn a defendant, until they see [the case] and understand [it].
the sons of man: But the sons of whom else [could they have been]? The sons of
donkeys and camels? Rather, [this refers to] the sons of the first man, who was
ungrateful. These, too, were ungrateful in rebelling against the One Who lavished
goodness upon them, and saved them from the Flood 407.
This passage is also full of contrasts.
• They said, “Come, let us build,” and God countering with, “Come, let us
descend.” Another reference to the trinity. This is the root of most religions;
they work to reach God. Christianity is the opposite, God did the work inorder
to reach us.
• Humans joined to oppose God408, God scattered and they opposed each other.
This is what Solomon said, “The dread of a wicked man-that will befall
him.409”
Gen. Rabbah 38:9
Verse 4 lest we be scattered
409
Prov. 10:24
407
408
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•
•
•
•
•
•

They localised God with a sacred tower410, God in omnipresent.
The wanted to remain united against God, but all of man’s attempts end in
babel, confusion.
Humans joined to make an everlasting name for themselves and the Mishnah
teaches that the phrase “scattered them” means that they have no share in the
world to come411.
were scattered
Rather than finding peace with God, there is a striving within with fears and
superstitions.
God confused the languages to reduce evil planning, but after Jesus’
resurrection He gave the gift of tongues to allow the gospel to go out to all
nations, races and languages 412.

To equate Christianity with anything other than life in Christ is wrong. Jesus did the opposite
of what man did here, Jesus reached forth and touched people. And as many as he touched
were made whole.413
In 539BC Babylon fell without battle, Sadam Hussain, who saw himself as a modern
reincarnation of Nebuchadnezzar started rebuilding Babylon in the 1980’s, yet it is prophesied
to be unhabituated414. From what I can tell no one lives there as prophesied though it is a
tourist destination.
The expression, Nothing that they propose to do will be witheld from them is challenging,
what was God expecting them to do. Perhaps if Nimrod could had conquered the entire
population, he could have killed all the God fearing people. This then asks, which sins were
worse, those of the Generation of the Flood or those of this generation of the Tower of Babel.
In the Flood they did not stretch forth their hands against God, whereas this generation
did, to wage war against Him. So why did the flood drown the those but here they
were not killed just scattered.
There are two views, the first is that these people were working together and therefore
behaved with love and friendship among themselves. Therefore, the lesson of this
comparison is that discord is hateful, and that peace is great.
The other alternative that I hold to is that the flood was to destroy the genetic damage done by
the fallen angels. The lesson would then be that God is long suffering towards man and
desires that none should perish. He demonstrates this by teaching them and giving them
another chance.
Many commentators state that the root of all false religion starts here in Babylon, the
Mother of Harlots and abomination of the earth415.
The summary could be, do not to try and make a name for ourselves but rather put ourselves
in a place where God touches us.
. Other examples are the Woman at the well, John 4:12, Establishing of sacred places/objects
Mishnah Sanh. 107b
412
Acts 2:4
413
Matt 14:36, Mark 6:56
414
Isa 13:19-22, Jeremiah 50, 51
415
Rev 17:5
410
411
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